Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



arZG ^ 




,• •» * ■■ ■ ■ -p . .. • 



'XjtUWTlf. 



■' ; 



\ 



LESSONS 



FOR 



/ 



yOUNG PERSONS 



IN 

HUMBLE LIFE: 

CALCULATED 

To promote their improvement 

IN THE ABT OF READING ; IN VIRTUE AND- PIBTT ; 

And, particularly, 

IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE DUTIES PECULIAR TO THEIR STATIONS. 



TWELFTH EDITION, 



YORK: 

Printed by Thomas Wilson and Sons, High*Ousegate ; 

FOR LONGMAN, BROWN, GREEN, AND LONGMANS, LONDON ; 
AND FOR WILSON AND SONS, YORK. 



1842. 

Price, in hoards, i*. 



V^V«.«/W^ V^%«%^%« VW« V« W^A^^V«^%.%/» v^ 



(^ntevtn Sit ^tatumer^' ^alh 




4 

i 



I 






I 



to THE t»OOR, 



AND TO 



tHEia ENLIOHTEIfED FRIENDS, 



THIS LITTLE VOLUME, 



DESIGNED 



"to PBOMOTK VIRTUE AND HAPPlNESa 



IN HUMBLE LIFE, 



IS AFFBCTIONATELT 



AND BESPECTFULLT 



INSCRIBED, 



BT THE AUTHOR. 



^ 



PREFACE. 



To assist young persons in humble life, in attain- 
ing the art of reading ; and, at the same time, to 
impress on their minds, moral and religious prin- 
ciples, and especially a knowledge and love of their 
peculiar duties ; are the objects of the present publi- 
cation. It is formed on the plan of various works, 
designed for the instruction and amusement of young 
persons, in the upper walks of life ; particularly Murray's 
elegant and highly instructive Selections of Lessons for 
reading, both in English and in French : that plan 
seeming best adapted to afford the young reader, a 
varied, gradual, and complete exercise in reading. 
And the compiler trusts, that, like those Selections, it 
will be found entitled to approbation, for strict regard 
to purity of sentiment, propriety of expression, and 
neatness of typography. 

It has been the wish and endeavour of the author, to 
adapt the Lessons, throughout, to the intelligence, and 
the taste, of young persons whose circumstances do not 
allow of their receiving a liberal education, or going 
through an extensive course of reading. The language 
is simple ; and as easy as the different subjects treated 
of, would admit. The book abounds with popular senti- 
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ments and anecdotes; and with well-authenticated 
instances of virtue and piety, adapted to the feelings, 
and the circumstances, of the persons for whose use 
it is designed. Select and exemplary historical and 
biographical relations, are, no doubt, far more in- 
structive, and impressive, than the most ingenious fic- 
tions ; and they are highly gratifying to the love of 
truth, that is inherent in the human mind. The 
reflection that " What man has done, man may do,** 
naturally occurs, on the perusal of them ; and is a 
strong encouragement to emulation. The compiler 
earnestly hopes that it will prove so, with respect to the 
readers of this little book : and that they will not only 
learn their duty, but practise it ; not only admire good 
actions and persons, but imitate them, as far as circum- 
stances will allow. It will, doubtless, be very satis- 
factory to young persons, to be informed that all the 
anecdotes and histories contained in this work, except a 
few pieces styled fables, are strictly true. The descrip- 
tive pieces can scarcely be called fictitious, because they 
represent the sentiments and qualities, that usually form 
the different characters to which they are attributed. 

The sentences, both in prose and verse, and the 
section entitled Wise Sayings, have been selected ^vith 
particular care, in order that they may serve, not only 
as exercises in reading ; but may also be very useful to 
be transcribed, for improvement in writing, orthography, 
and the proper application and arrangement of words. 
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And thus, many prudential maxims, and moral and 
religious sentiments, of high importance, may be easily 
and effectually impressed on the young mind, whilst 
it is acquiring the elements of learning. 

The compiler hopes that the poetical selections con- 
tained in this volume, will be found simple and appro- 
priate : and that they will afford young persons many 
pleasing little pieces to be committed to memory ; 
which, if occasionally repeated in a proper manner, may 
excite and strengthen good resolutions in their minds, 
and contribute to their comfort and support, amidst 
the various sorrows, trials, and temptations, that await 
them in the world. No extracts are given from Watts's 
Divine and Moral songs ; the compiler presuming that 
the contents of that cheap and excellent little book, are 
already familiar to the readers of this work. 

For the satisfaction of the critical reader, the names 
of the authors from whom the extracts are made, both 
in prose and verse, are given, in the table of contents, 
wherever it could conveniently be done. In justice to 
those authors, it must, however, be observed that, in 
many instances, various alterations, chiefly verbal, have 
been made in their compositions ; not with a view of 
improving them in a literary point of view, but of 
rendering them more simple in expression, more intel- 
ligible to young and uncultivated minds, and more 
strictly consistent with the natiire and design of the 
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work. The remainder of tke pieces are either original ; 
or taken firon\, unknown authors; or selected from so 
many different works, that a reference to each, would, 
in most cases, be very difficult, and it does not seem, on 
any account, necessary. It may not, however, be im- 
proper to add, that the works not mentioned in the table 
of contents, to which the compiler is chiefly indebted^ 
are, Mrs. Trimmer's Works, Tracts dispersed by the 
Society for promoting Christian Knowledge, and Gis- 
bome's Inquiry into the Duties of Men. 

Though this book is particularly dei^gned, as the 
title expresses, for young persons in humUe life, yet the 
compiler trusts that the perusal of it, may not be un- 
pleasing^ or unedifjdng, to young persons in higher life, 
who have considerable leisure for reading. It may, 
without hurting their morals, enlarge their knowledge 
of human affairs. It may impress on their minds, 
sentiments of virtue and piety, which are suitable 
for Christians in every condition of life. By showing 
them many instances of exemplary goodness, exhi- 
bited by persons under yery trying and discouraging 
circumstances, it may incite them to emulation ; and to 
consider whether they have made the return of praise 
and love to the great Dispenser of all things, which the 
manifold favours they have received, require from them. 
It may excite in their minds, respect for their poorer 
brethren ; and an earnest wish, if not a firm resolution, 
to serve and befriend them, especially, (in that best of 
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ways,) by settUig them an example of steady application 
to business, of diligent and reverent attendance on di- 
vine worship, and of strict attention to the laws of our 
country, and to the precepts of our holy religion. And 
it may excite a fervent desire, that the rich may no 
longer despise the poor, nor the poor envy the rich : 
but that all may live together in love and charity, 
striving to promote each others happiness, comfort, 
and credit ; and the glory of mw, " who maketh poor, 
and maketh rich." 

The book is not written, or puUished, to pr(ffiiote the 
▼iewi of any sect, or party. It is designed for the main 
body of young people in this oountry. «It is meant, in an 
especial manner, to recommend industry and frugality ; 
honesty, sobriety, and oostentment ; fidelity in service ; 
the religious observance of the sabbath ; ^id the study 
of the Holy Scriptures, as the great Rule of Life. 
The compiler trusts that in the whole wwk, though 
collected from so many different soorees, there is not 
any sentiment, or. expression, that is, in the slightest 
degree, inconsistent with the tenour of our holy reli- 
gion ; or that can give offence to any judicious and 
liberal-*minded persons, who wish weU to religion, and 
to their oountry. 

If this little book should become a favourite in the 
farm-house, and in the cottage : if masters and mistresses 
should present it to their servants and apprentices : if 
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tender parents, and other friends of joutb, should be 
pleased to see it in their hands, especially on their first 
setting out in life : if it should be read, with interest 
and edification, by the elder pupils, in our schoob of 
yarious denominations; and thankfully received by 
them as a parting gift, on their leaying school : if 
it should be found worthy of the approbation and 
patronage of those benevolent and enlightened per- 
sons, who, with so much reputation, and, no doubt, 
heart-felt satisfaction, to themselyes, and so much 

advantage to the community, superintend many of our 
public institutions ; and are, at the same time, equally 
distinguished by their private exertions to alleviate 
human sufferings^ and to advance the interests of virtue 
and piety : — -the author will rejoice in the thought of 
not having laboured in vain; of having, in some 
degree, promoted the cause of Righteousness on earth ; 
and will have great reason for thankfulness to that 
gracious Being, '^ from whom all holy desires, all good 
counsels, and all just works» do proceed." 
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LESSONS 
FOR YOUNG PERSONS. 



PART I. 
PIECES IN PROSE, 



CHAPTER I. 

SENTENCES AND PARAGRAPHS. 



Section 1. 



Be good, and you will be happy. 

Our greatest enemies are they who persuade us to 
do ill. 

We must not practise what we blame in other people. 

To have good and kind parents, is a great blessing. 

Time passes on pleasantly, when we are well and 
diligently employed. 

Clean clothes, wholesome food, and sweet rest, are 
the rewards of honest industry. 

We ought never to tell a lie, even in jest. 

It is very mean to suffer other persons to be blamed, 
or punished, for the wrong which we ourselves have 
done. 

It is almost impossible to continue wicked, if we love 
good people, and keep company with them. 
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When you are told of a fault, endeavour to avoid it, 
another time. 

When you have learned any thing useful, try to 
rememher it. 

By behaving well, you will certainly, sooner or later, 
gain the esteem and love of all who know you. 

We ought never to do a wrong action, to please, or 
Berve, any body. 

Do not meddle with other people's business, unless 
you think that you can do them some service. 



Section 2, 

Our best friends are they who tell us of our faults j 
and teach us how to amend them, 

The more our parents, and friends, and teachers, 
love us ; the more attentive they will be to reprove us 
for our faults, 

Be thankful to those who give you good advice ; 
and endeavour to follow it. 

Never be idle ; you may always find something or 
other, that is useful and proper to be done. 

Be attentive to what you are about ; and take pains 
to do it well : nothing can be done well, without at- 
tention, and pains. 

A cheerful and contented mind is a great blessing : 
without it, nothing in this world can make ug happy. 

Often reflect on the kindnesses which you have 
received ; and be grateful for them. 

Let us try to be good and happy ourselves ; and do 
all we can to make other people so, 



AND PARAGRAPHS. 19 

Never amuse yourselves with giving pain to any 
body ; not even to poor, dumb creatures. 

A lie is troublesome ; and often needs a great many 
more to prevent its being found out. 

People are led on, by little and little, to do wrong : 
no one becomes very wicked on a sudden. 

If you wish to be honest and good, beware of tempta- 
tion ; do not depend too much upon yourselves ; and 
remember that it is easier to do right at first, than at 
last. 

We should not always do just what we like our- 
selves : we should consider what other people like ; 
and what we ought to do, to serve and please them. 



Section 3. 

Honesty is the best policy. 
They who steal, will come to shame. 
Bad company leads to the gallows. 
Idleness is the parent of vice and misery, 
A small beginning, with industry and thrift, will 
make an estate. — Rome was not built in a day. 
Light gains, and frequent, make a heavy purse^ 
Waste makes want. 
Enough is as good as a feast. 
Home is home, be it ever so homely, 
A contented mind is a continual feast, 
A friend in need, is a friend indeed. 
One good turn deserves another. 
Slow and steady wins the race. 
Fair and softly goes far. 
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Good words cost nothing. — A good word is as soon 
said as a bad one. 

Forgive and forget. — Bear and forbear. 

* 

liook before you leap. — Think before you speak. 

Of two evils choose the least. 

A word to the wise is sufficient for them. 

Live and imprc^^— Never say, you are too old to 
learn. 

Where there is a' will, there is a way. 

There is no true friendship with the wicked. 

It is better to suffer a great evil, than to do a 
little one. . - ^ ' 

111 gotten goods- never prosper. 

Be just befcf e yj^u are generous. ' ; . 

Hope the best ; "prepare for the worStr 

What cannot be mended, or prevented, must be en- 
dured. — Never complain of summer s heat, or wdnter s 
cold : but gently tal^e all that ungently comes. 

No painS, no gains. — No cross, no crown. 

No rose without a thorn. — No joy, in this world, 
without alloy. 

In the morning, 'think on what you have to do in 
the day; and at night, think on what you have 
done. 

The path of duty is the path of safety and of honour. 

If every person would mend one, we should all be 
mended. • 

111 habits are more easily conquered to-day than 
to-morrow. 4 

Begin and end every day with God. 

He who serves God, has the best master in the 
world, • 
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Section 4. 

How shocking it is, to hear children quarrel with 
their parents ; speak disrespectfully to them ; or abuse 
them behind their backs ! '* 

How comfortable must the poor man feel, when 
after a hard day s honest labour, he returns, in the 
evening, to a clean and well-ordered house,' an affec- 
tionate wife, and dutiful children ! 

How pleasant it is to live with persons, who are 
honest and industrious, cheerful and contented ; who 
are willing to oblige ; and who always speak the 
truth! 

What a comfort it is, to feel that we dearly love our 
parents, our brothers, and sisters, and all our relations 
and friends ; and to know that they love us, and wish 
to serve us, and make us happy ! 

When we lie down at night, how pleasant it is to 
reflect, that we are at peace with all persons ; that we 
have earnestly endeavoured to perform all the duties 
of the day ; and that the Almighty beholds and loves 
us! 

How dan. we spend our time foolishly, when we 
know that hereafter we must give an account of all 
our thoughts, and words, and actions ? 

When once we have engaged in an evil course, how 
difficult it is to stop ! Who can safely say, " So far 
will I go ; but no further ?" 

Why are we proud ? There is nothing that we have 
to be proud of. Are we handsome, or healthy, or 
strong ? God made us so. Are we scholars ? he gave 



22 SENTENCES 

US the ability and the opportunity to learn. Are we 
good ? his grace enabled us to become so. Have we 
kind friends and relations? he gave them to us.— 
" Every good gift cometh from our heavenly Father." 
We may have great reason to be thankful to him ; but 
we can have none to glory in ourselves. 



Section 5. 

Remember thy Creator, in the days of thy youth. 

If sinners entice thee, consent thou not. 

Enter not into the path of the wicked ; and go not 
in the way of evil men. Avoid it ; pass not by it ; 
turn from it, and pass away. 

Evil commimications corrupt good manners. 

The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom ; and to depart 
from evil, is understanding. 

There is no peace to the wicked. 

A wise son maketh a glad father ; but a foolish son 
is the heaviness of his mother. 

How good and how pleasant it is, for brethren to 
dwell together in unity ! 

Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou 
mayst be wise. 

Poverty and shame shall be to him that refiiseth 
instruction : but he that regardeth reproof, shall be 
honoured. 

Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit ? there is 
more hope of a fool than of him. 

A good name is rather to be chosen than great 
riches. 

Pride goeth before destruction; and a haughty 
spirit before a fall. 
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A soft answer tumeth away wrath; but grievous 
words stir up anger. 

Better is the poor that walketh in his uprightness, 
than he that is perverse in his ways, though he be rich* 

Godliness, witlj contentment, is great gain. 

The lip of truth shall be established for ever : a lying 
tongue is but for a moment. 

Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord : but they 
that deal truly are his delight. 

He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand : 
but the hand of the diligent maketh rich. 

He that is slothful in his work, is brother to him 
that is a great waster. 

The drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty : 
and drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags. 

He that tilleth his land, shall have plenty of bread : 
but he that foUoweth after vain persons, shall have 
poverty. 

The sluggard will not plough by reason of the cold t 
therefore, shall he beg in harvest, and have nothing. 

Go to the iant, thou sluggard ! consider her ways, 
and be wise : who having no guide, overseer, or ruler, 
provideth her meat in the summer^ and gathereth her 
food in the harvest. 

I went by the field of the slothful, and by the vine- 
yard of the man void of understanding ; and lo ! it was 
all grown over with thorns, and nettles had covered 
the face thereof, and the stone-wall thereof was broken 
down. Then I saw, and considered it well : I looked 
upon it, ^nd received instruction.-^-' Yet a little sleep, a 
little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep : so 
shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy 
want as an armed man. 
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Section 6. 

When we are tempted to do a wrong action, we 
ought to think that, though men may be afar off, and 
not see or know what we do, the great God of heaven 
and earth, is always near us : he sees us wherever we 
are, by nigbt as well as by day ; and knows all our 
thoughts, words, and actions : he will punish us, if we 
do ill ; and reward us, if we do well. We should say, 
as a good and wise man did, when he was tempted : 
'^ How can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
God r 

When Joseph's brothers were leaving him, to return 
home, he kindly and wisely said to them : " See that 
ye fall not out by the way."— How comfortably, and 
pleasantly, would brothers and sisters, friends and 
neighbours, live together, if they would but remember, 
and follow, this excellent advice ! 

Job, in one sad day, lost all his children, and all his 
riches. He grieved very much ; but he did not mur- 
mur. He said, as every Christian should say, when he 
meets with great losses, and afflictions : " The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the 
name of the Lord !" 

Many people, like Balaam, wish that " they may die 
the death of the righteous, and that their last end may 
be like his :" but they should remember, that to die 
the death of the righteous, we must lead the life of 
the righteous. 

Whatever company, or situation, we are in ; or what- 
ever bad examples we see ; we ought to resolve, as 
Joshua, the great prince and leader of the Jews, did : 
"As for me, and my house," (as far as we can prevail 
with them,) " we will serve the Lord." 
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Children ! when you are reproved, or punished, by 
your parents, or teachers, be not angry with them : but 
consider that it is their duty to reprove, and punish 
you, when you do wrong ; and that if they do it not, 
God will be displeased with them. Eli, the high-priest 
of the Jews, was, in many respects, a very good man ; 
but he offended the Almighty, and he was grievously 
punished, ^^ because his sons made themselves vile, 
and he restrained them not." 

King David, when he was at the point of death, sent 
for all the princes of Israel, and exhorted them ^' to 
keep the commandments of the Lord their God ;" and 
to Solomon, his son, who was to be king after him, he 
said these solemn words : ^^ And thou, Solomon, my 
son, know thou the God of thy father ; and serve him 
with a perfect heart, and with a willing mind. For the 
Lord searcheth all hearts ; and understandeth all the 
imaginations of the thoughts. If thou seek him, he 
will be found of thee ; but if thou forsake him, he will 
cast thee off for ever.** 

Could we be angry, or sorely vexed, when any little 
thing is said or done, to offend, or trouble us, if we re- 
flected, how much our blessed Saviour suffered, for our 
sakes ; and how patiently ? Wicked men did all they 
could, to provoke, and grieve, and hurt him : yet he was 
not angry with them; "he opened not his mouth." 
Even when they were putting him to a cruel and pain- 
ful death, though no one could " find any fault in him, 
he prayed to his heavenly Father to forgive them. 

"What a variety of sufferings did the apostle Paul un- 
dergo ! He was beaten ; he was stoned ; he wap imprison- 
ed ; he was shipwrecked. He was frequently " in weari- 
ness and painfiilness ; in hunger and thirst ; in cold and 

B 



» 



26 SENTENCES 

nakedness :" and yet, through Divine grace, " he had 
learned in whatever state he was, therewith to he 
content." 

Section 7. 

A YOUNG prince being askM, what was the first thing 
which he learned, answered : " To speak the truth." 

A man, who was reproached with being cowardly, 
because he would not venture his money in a game at 
dice, said : *' I confess I am exceedingly timorous ; for 
I dare not do an evil action." 

A wise man was asked, what people can gain by 
telling falsehoods ; he replied : " Not to be believed, 
even when they speak the truth." 

An excellent son and brother, who had a sister nearly 
of the same age as himself, having, when he was sixty- 
seven, lost a very aged mother, said : " I never was 
reconciled to my mother ;" (because there never was 
between them the least dispute which needed recon- 
ciliation ;) " and I have never had any diflference with 
my sister." 

The first Christians so well remembered, and endea- 
voured to practise, their Lord's command of " loving 
one another as he had loved them," that the heathens 
who beheld how peaceably, and affectionately, they 
lived together, used to say : " See, how these Christians 
love one another !" 

When we are afflicted, we ought, instead of mur- 
muring, to reflect how much greater our affliction 
might have been, than it really is. — Doctor Ham- 
mond was troubled with a complication of disorders. 
When he had the gout, he used to thank God that 
it was not the stone; and when he had the stone. 
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that he had not hoth these distempers at the same 
time. 

A pious man, on the death of a friend, said : " She 
was, indeed, the best friend I had on earth : but my 
Friend in heaven is still where he was ; he will never 
leave me, nor forsake me." 

A nobleman having lost his wife, said of her : "She was 
an excellent Christian woman: never idle; always quiet." 

A great prince used to say : " He who forgets God, 
works without profit ; and he will never obtain the 
blessing of Heaven.** 

What a beautiful world is this in which we live; 
and how many good and pleasant things there are in 
it ! " Ought we not,** (as a sensible and pious child ob- 
served,) " to love that God who made all these things, 
and gave them to us ?" 

Two little girls, who were cousins, being at play, 
began to quarrel ; but presently one of them, who was, 
in general, a very good child, said to her cousin : " Do 
not we know that Christ died for us ; why then should 
we fall out ?" 

" What makes every body love you so well ?** said 
an affectionate father to his daughter, a sweet little 
girl : " Indeed,'* said she, " I cannot think ; unless it 
is because I love every body.** 

A very sensible man, who had a profligate son, used 
frequently to inquire, whether he drank ; and being 
told that he did not : '' Then,'* said he, " I still have 
hopes of him.*' 

Dr. Johnson, in his last illness, said to an eminent 
painter : " Let me beg of you, to read the Bible ; and 
never to use your pencil on a Sunday.** 

A dutiful and aflectionate son, having lost his mother, 
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said to one of his friends : ^' I do not believe that any 
body, who knows me, will charge me with having neg- 
lected my duty to my mother ; but since her death, I 
have recollected, with sorrow, many little instances, in 
which, I think, I might hare shown her still more 
respect and affection." 

A poor woman being asked if she had a Bible, said : 
" I bless God I have one. What should I do with- 
out my Bible ? It was the guide of my youth ; and now, 
it is the comfort of my old age. It has convinced me 
that I am a sinner ; and it has revealed to me an all- 
sufficient Saviour." 

Section 8. 

The learned and pious judge Hale, in a letter to his 
children, writes thus : ^' The due observance of the 
Lord's day, and of the duties of it, has been of singular 
comfort and advantage to me ; and I doubt not it will 
prove so to you. — I have found, by a strict and diligent 
observation, that a due observance of this day, has ever 
had joined to it, a blessing upon th^ rest of my time ; 
and the week that has been so begun, has been blessed 
and prosperous to me : and, on the other side, when I 
have been negligent of the duties of this day, the rest 
of the week has been unsuccessful and unhappy in my 
worldly employments. And this I do not write incon- 
siderately, but from a long and sound observation and 
experience." 

We ought never to utter the name of Almighty Gt)d, 
except when we are reading, or thinking, seriously of him, 
or praying to him. " The honourable Mr. Boyle," says 
bishop Burnet, in his account of that learned and pious 
man, " had the most profound veneration for the great 
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God of heaven and earth, that I ever ohserved in any man. 
The name of God was never mentioned hy him, without 
a pause and stop in his discourse." — Let us too stop, and 
reflect a moment, before we pronounce " the glorious 
name of the Lord our God !" for fear we should transgress 
his commandment,*'^ by taking his holy name in vain." 

" Be dutiful and obedient to all your superiors,*' said 
a good father in a letter to his children; "to your 
grandfather and both grandmothers, and other rela- 
tions and friends who axe over you ; but especially to 
your mother, to whose care and government, God has 
wholly committed you, in my absence. Do not grieve 
her by any wicked actions, but comfort her by your 
good behaviour ; and I shall rejoibe to hear of it. Fre- 
quently read the Holy Scriptures ; not as a task, or 
burthen laid upon you, but willingly. Account the 
Bible the best of all books : read it most ; and lay up 
the truths of it in your hearts. Avoid the company 
of wicked children, and playing on the sabbath-day ; 
abhor swearing, Ij^g, and all evil ways : so shall you 
grow in favour with God and man. Love one another. 
You that are elder, help to teach the younger ; and you 
that are younger, do not scorn the teachings of the 
elder." 

Sir John Eardley Wilmot, on being appointed lord 
chief justice, said to one of his sons, a youth of seven- 
teen years of age : " Now, my son, I will tell you a 
secret worth your knowing, and remembering. The 
promotions I have had, particularly this last, have not 
been owing to my superior merit or abilities, but to my 
not having set up myself above others ; and to my con- 
stant endeavour to pass through Ufe, void of offence 
towards God and man." 
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A gentleman, who used sometimes to visit the earl of 
Bute, was one day railing bitterly against some persons 
of his lordship's acquaintance, across a table on which 
lay a Bible. Lord Bute, after having listened a very 
short time to his visiter, cried out : " Stop, sir ; pray, 
what book is that which lies before you V — " A Bible, 
my lord/' — "Well, sir; that book directs you to keep 
your tongue from evil speaking, and from slander : 
how can you presume to disobey its commands ?" 



Section 9. 

It is very pleasing, especially to teachers, to see 
children who go to the same school, kind and obliging 
to one another. — A boy, who was a scholar in a Sun- 
day school, at Gloucester, broke by accident, one of the 
lamps in the street ; and had no money to pay for it. 
The matter was much talked of amongst his school- 
fellows. At length one of them proposed that they 
should all bring a halfpenny apiece; and thus they should 
raise enough to pay the money. The thing was deter- 
mined upon ; and the money was accordingly raised. 

What a comfort it is to parents, especially when 
they are old, or sick, or in any distress, to have kind, 
dutiful, and affectionate children ! — A boy, about ten 
years of age, having lost his father, and his mother being 
ill at an hospital, was sent to the workhouse, at Shrews- 
bury. He was set to work, that he might earn, as soon 
as possible, his own livelihood. He behaved well ; and 
minded his work. Very soon he had fourpence given 
to him as a reward ; and he was told that he might do 
with the money, just as he pleased. As soon as he had 
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received it, he asked his master s leave to go and see 
his mother ; and he took the money with him, and 
gave it to his mother : — ^it was not much ; but it was 
all he had to give ! 

A hoy, about seven years old, was detected in robbing 
a till in a shop, at Glouceirter. A kind gentleman hear- 
ing of this very sad thing, and thinking that if the boy 
were better taught, he would not do so wickedly again, 
took him into one of the Sunday schools, which he had 
set up. The boy behaved very well there ; and learned 
to read, and to say his catechism. Soon after he had 
left school, he went to sea. During all the time of 
his service, which was several years, he allowed his 
poor mother one half of his wages ; and it was regularly 
paid to her. When he came home, he went to work ; 
and behaved with great regularity and sobriety. He 
called to see the gentleman, who had taken him into 
his school ; and thanked him for his kindness. 

A poor youth, in the parish of Ednam, in Scotland, 
was very much deformed ; and quite unable to earn 
his own livelihood. When he had lost his father, who 
was a day -labourer, his mother cried out in great dis- 
tress : " Oh, William, who will maintain you now ?" 
" Dear mother," said he, " that Divine Being who 
created me in this helpless state, will not suffer me to 
perish for want." And he said very truly : for though 
he had no legs nor knees, and could not raise one of 
his arms to his breast, and had an impediment in his 
speech, he was healthy, cheerftil, and contented ; he had 
taught himself to read and write ; he met with friends 
who were kind to him ; and his younger brother, who 
was servant to a respectable farmer at Ednam, did all 
he could to assist him. 
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Section 10. 

One of the greatest services that we can do, at all times 
and in all places, to our companions, friends, and neigh- 
bours, is, to set them a good example. — '^ I have heard," 
said a clergyman in one of his sermons, ^^of a little 
knot of cottages, the inhabitants of which were amongst 
the most regular and orderly in the whole parish. Their 
good behariour was said to be owing chiefly to an ex- 
cellent man, a day-labourer, who had long lived among 
them ; and whose example was like a good book, always 
open before them. From it they learned, that industry 
and frugality turn poverty into plenty.; that content- 
ment, rather than riches, produces happiness; that 
frequenting the alehouse is dishonesty to families ; and 
that the love of God turns every thing into a blessing. 
All this they learned chiefly from a good example, 
which brought instruction closer to the heart, than any 
words could have done." 

An old man, who had led a life of great industry and 
piety, being on his death-bed, sent for his children and 
grandchildren, and said to them : ^^ My dear children, 
attend to my last wish, and my dying request. Let no 
quarrels, or disputes, arise amongst you, after my de- 
cease ; but let each strive to show proofs of aflection 
to his brother, or sister. Do not suffer yourselves to be 
tempted by any thing to become proud, for by that you 
may ruin your souls : but pray to the Lord to grant you 
humble hearts, and lowly minds. If you follow this 
advice of your father, my joy vdll be complete, when 
I shall see you again in eternal bliss ; and be able to 
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say to our Saviour : ^ Behold, Lord, thy poor, unworthy 
serrant; and the children whom thou hast given me !'" 

Truly honest and religious people not only will not 
steal ; hut if they accidentally find any thing, that be- 
longs to another, they will not keep it, if they can pos- 
sibly discover the owner. — ^An officer, riding in the 
streets of Pekin, in China, dropped his purse. A poor 
man, who was a Christian, saw it fall, took it up, and 
ran after the officer to give it to him ; but did not over- 
take him till he had reached his house. The officer, 
who was a heathen, asked him, rather rudely, what he 
wanted. " To restore the purse, which you have lost," 
said the Christian. The officer on seeing his purse, was 
much surprised, and pleased ; but he could not help 
inquiring why iiie poor man had brought it to him, the 
customs of that country allowing people to keep what 
they find. ^^ I am a Christian," said the poor man ; 
" and my religion obliges me to do it." 

Two poor soldiers, of the ninth regiment of foot, 
quartered in Dublin, in the year 1807, found a bank- 
note for the sum of one hundred pounds^ lliey im- 
mediately carried it to their officer; and desired he 
would advise them what they should do to find out the 
owner. An advertisement wajs, on his recommenda- 
tion, put in the newspaper; and the next day, the 
person by whom the note had been dropped, came to 
claim it. The soldiers, hearing that he was a clerk in 
one of the banks, and in straitened circumstances, were, 
with great difficulty, prevailed upon to accept from 
him a small present; saying they were sufficiently 
rewarded, in having been the means of saving a poor 
man from extreme distress. 
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CHAPTER II. 



NABBATIONS. 



Section 1. 
The Sunday scholar. 

"One day/' said a rery benevolent gentleman *> 
" as I was going to church, I overtook a soldier just 
entering the church-door ; this was on a week-day. As 
I passed him, I said it gave me pleasure to see that he 
was going to a place of divine worship." " Ah ! sir," 
said he, " I may thank you for that." " Me !" said I ; 
" I do not know that I ever saw you before." " Sir," 
said he, " when I was a little boy,. I was indebted 
to you for my first instruction in my duty. I used 
to meet you, at the morning service, in the cathe- 
dral ; and was one of your Simday scholars. My father, 
when he left this city, took me into Berkshire ; and 
put me apprentice to a shoemaker. I used often to 
think of you. At length, I went to London ; and was 
there drawn to serve as a militia-man, in the West- 
minster militia, I came to Gloucester last night, with 
a deserter : and I took the opportuiiity of coming this 
morning, to visit the old spot; and in the hope of 
once more seeing you." 

He then told me his name ; and brought himself to 
my recollection by a curious circumstance, which hap- 

* Robert Baikes, Esq. of Gloucester, the^institutor of Sunday 
schools. 
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pened whilst he was at school. His father was a jour- 
neyman currier ; a most vile, profligate man. After the 
hoy had heen some time at school, he came one day, and 
told me, that his father was wonderftdly changed ; and 
that he had left off going to the alehouse on a Sunday. 
It happened soon after that I met the man in the street, 
and said to him : " My friend, it gives me great pleasure 
to hear that you have left off going to the alehouse 
on Sundays ; your boy tells me that you now stay at 
home, and never get tipsy." '' Sir," said he, " I may 
thank you for it." " Nay," said I, " I do not recollect 
that I ever spoke to you before." "No, sir," said 
he ; " but the good instructions you give my boy, he 
brings home to me : and it is that, sir, which has in- 
duced me to reform my life." 

Section 2. 

Honesty rewarded. 

In a small town about five miles from Petersburgh, 
lived a poor, old German woman. A little cottage was 
her only possession ; and the visits of a few shipmasters, 
on their way to Petersburgh, her only livelihood. 

Several Dutch shipmasters having one evening supped 
at her house, she found, when they were gone, a sealed 
bag of money under the table. Her surprise, at this 
imexpected discovery, was naturally very great.. Some 
one of the company just gone, had certainly forgotten 
it : but they had sailed over to Cronstadt, and they were 
perhaps at sea, the wind being fair; and there was 
no hope of their returning. The good woman put the 
bag in her cupboard, to keep it till it should be called 
for. However, nobody called for it. Full seven years 
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did she carefully keep it ; often tempted by opporta* 
nity, still ofltener by want, to make use of it for her- 
self. Her good principles, howerer, orercame every 
temptation. 

When seren years had passed away, some shipmasters 
stopped at her house, to take what refreshment they 
could find. Three of them were Englishmen; the 
fourth was a Dutchman. Conversing of various matters, 
one of the former asked the Dutchman whether he had 
ever before been in the town. " Yes, indeed, I have,* 
replied he ; "I know the place but too well : my being 
here once cost me seven himdred rubles *."—" How 
go ?" — « Why, in one of these wretched hovels, I once 
got rallier tipsy, and left behind me a bag of rubles."—* 
^< Was the bag sealed V* asked the old woman, who was 
sitting in one comer of the room, and whose attention 
was roused by what she ^^ heard." — " Yes, yes, it was 
sealed ; and with this very seal here at my watch-chain." 
The woman looked at the seal ; and knew it direcdy. 
" Well then,** said she ; " by that you may be able to 
recover what you lost.** — ^'* Recover it ! no ; I am 
rathw too old to expect that. The world is not quite 
so honest as that comes to. Besides, it is now seven 
years since I lost the money. — I wish I had not men- 
tioned the subject : it always makes me melancholy^ 
Let us hear no more of it." 

Meanwhile, the good woman had slipped out ; and 
was now waddling in with her bag. ^^ See here ! per- 
haps you may be convinced that honesty is not so rare 
as you imagine," |iaid she, putting the bag upon the 
table. 

* A ruble is about four shiUings and sixpence of English money. 
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The guests were astonished; and bestowed much 
commendation on her honesty. The owner of the 
money, was, as may well be supposed, highly delighted. 
He seized the bag ; tore open the seal; took one ruble 
out, and laid it on the table, with civil thanks for the 
trouble which his landlady had had. The three English- 
men were amazed, and provoked, that he offered so 
small an acknowledgment; and wannly remonstrated 
with him. The old woman protested that she required 
nothing at all ; that she thought she had done no more 
than her duty ; and desired that the Dutchman would 
even take back his ruble. But the Englishmen would 
not give up their point. One of them said : " An 
Englishman can never stand by, and not see justice 
done* The woman has acted nobly ; and she ought to 
be rewarded." 

At length, the Dutchman consented to part with a 
hundred rubles. They were fairly coimted out upon 
the table, and given to the old woman : and thus she 
was handsomely rewarded for her honesty. 

Section 3. 

The generoiis neighbour. 

A FIRE having broken out in a village in Denmark, 
a poor man, who was one of the inhabitants, was very 
active in giving all the assistance he could, in the parts 
where it seemed most necessary. But every endeavour 
to extinguish the flames, was in vain : the fire continued 
to increase. At length, the poor man was told that his 
own house was in great danger ; and that he had not 
a moment to lose, if he wished to save his furniture. 

^ There is something more precious,'* said he immedi- 



38 NABRATION0. 

ately, " that I must first save. My poor, sick neigh- 
bour is not able to help himself. He will be lost, if 
I do not assist him. I am sure he relies upon me." 

Thus saying, he flew to his neighbour's house : and 
before be paid any attention to his own house, or to his 
furniture, which was all the property he had, he rushed, 
at the hazard of his life, through the flames, that were 
already coming yery near the sick man's bed ; took him 
in his arms ; and carried him to a place of safety. 

The Economical Society at Copenhagen, were much 
pleased when they heard of his noble conduct ; and, to 
show their approbation of it, sent him a present of a 
silver cup, filled with Danish crowns *. On the cup 
was engraven, in a few words, an account of his 
generous behaviour to his poor, helpless neighbour. 

Section 4. 

The exemplary cottager. 

William Baker was bom in the year 1710, in the 
parish of Boldre, near Lymington, in Hampshire. His 
father dying, when he was two years old, left him, and 
a daughter, to the care of his widow ; who, by taking 
in washing, maintained her two children, without any 
relief from the parish. 

At seven years of age, young Baker began that life 
of labour, which he continued, with uncommon perse- 
verance, through the space of seventy years. He worked 
first for a penny a day in the vicarage garden : but soon 
thought himself equal to more profitable labour. He 
used to say, he always considered himself as a poor, 

* A Danish crown is about three shillings of English money. 
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friendless lad ; and resolved early in life, to be obliged, 
under God, only to his own ^ideavours. 

In the mean-time, his mother grew old, and infirm. 
Her legs swelled, and she could no longer stand at her 
wash-tub. But nothing hurt her so much, as the 
thoughts of going to the poor-house, or living on alms. 

Her son was now about eighteen. He waa healthy, 
and strong ; and he assured her, that while he was able 
to work for her, she should be obliged to nobody. He, 
therefore, took a little cottage, on the edge of the forest ; 
carried her to it ; and got into the service of a farmer 
in the neighbourhood, as a day-labourer. His mother 
lived nine years after this ; during which time, he main- 
tained her with ^eat cheerfulness, and kindness : nor 
had she ever assistance from any other person. He denied 
himself every little indulgence, which young fellows of 
that age often take, that he might maintain his mother. 

After her death, he thought of marrying. At a little 
distance from him, under the hill, lived a labourer of the 
name of Brooks. His daughter Joanna was the person 
whom Baker fixed on for a wife ; and no objection 
being made, he married her, and brought her to his 
cottage. Joanna had lived under a carefiil mother, just 
in the way in which he himself had always lived ; and 
with the same notions of industry and frugality. She 
entered, therefore, into all her husband's intentions. 
What he gained, she put to the best use. " We both 
pnlled the rope,** said he, " by the same end ; and so 
we compassed many things, which they cannot do, who 
pull it at different ends.'* 

In the mean-time, his family increased ; and his in- 
dustry increased with it. He now never worked by the 
day, if he could help it ; but took the hardest task-work 
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he could get, by whidj. the most money was to be 
earned. That he might never be idle, he hired, at a 
small rent, of Mrs. John Burrard, of Lymington, a piece 
of rough ground, about nine or ten acres, on which he 
might employ his leisure. Many a time he was seen 
working in it, before sunrise ; and, if his day s work 
had not been hard, in an erening by moonlight. In a 
few years, he made it worth much more, than when he 
took it : and he found it of great use to his family, 
in furnishing him with a crop of potatoes, or a little 
com, or a few loads of hay; which enabled him to 
keep two or three cows, and as many forest-colts.— 
Some years after, his good landlady died ; and this 
piece of land fell into the hands of Mr. Breilsfield, of 
Kentishtown. His new landlord finding the land was 
tenanted by a man, who had taken so much pains to 
improve it, promised neither to raise the rent, nor to 
take it from him ; which I mention to his honour. — 
Thus, a kind Providence blessed all Baker s designs. I 
have often heard him say, he never knew what want 
is: but then he never relaxed his usual frugality. 
When wheat was dear, to make all ends meet, he lived 
on barley ; and when he could not, with convenience, 
get a bushel of malt, he contented himself with milk, 
or water. 

He had now five children, who were a constant claim 
upon all his industry, and frugality : for it is almost 
needless to add, he brought them up without ever re- 
ceiving a single farthing from the parish. But he had 
other claims. He had been kind to his sister, though 
her behaviour did not entirely please him : and he was 
now called on from a quarter he did not expect. His 
wife's father, grown old, applied to him for assistance. 
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Of this man he never had a high opinion ; but for his 
mother-in-law he had always the greatest esteem. 
" She was as good a woman/* he used to say, *' as his 
wife ; and he could not say more for any woman on 
earth." However, though he could not pretend with 
the encumbrance of so large a family, to maintain them 
entirely, he agreed with the overseers of the parish, 
that if they would pay a shilling a week, he would 
do the rest. Accordingly, he H)uilt them a little cot- 
tage; and was as kind to them as he could. Soon 
after, on the old man s death, he took his mother-in-law 
into his own house, and kept her till she died ; though 
she lived till she was upwards of ninety, and was blind 
many years. 

About the time that his children were pretty well 
grown up, a fortunate circumstance happened. He 
received a legacy of seventy pounds, and a clock. This 
money came very happily to settle some of his children. 
"They had it all," he said, "among them," The 
clock alone he kept. A clock was the only piece of 
fiimiture he ever coveted ; and he always intended, if it 
should be in his power, to purchase one : though it is 
probable, if it had not been thus thrown in his way, he 
would have found something more useful for the em- 
ployment of his money. 

Nor was he kind only to his relations. He was very 
friendly among his neighbours ; and, as he got forward 
in the world, lent many a little sum to assist them in 
their distresses. But as he was a very shrewd, intelli- 
gent man, he lent only where he saw his money could 
be of use. To the spendthrift, he would lend nothing : 
nor to any man, who frequented an alehouse. So judi- 
cious was he in these loans, that although he helped 
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many a man out of difficulty, I have heard him say, 
he never lost a faithing by lending any money. — 
Often, indeed, he received the worth of what he had 
lent, in a little com, a pig, a calf, or something that 
was more convenient for the borrower to pay with, 
than money. 

He was now advancing into years ; and his good 
Joanna began to feel the effects of age, more than he 
did. Her ailment was a mere decay of nature ; but she 
was so entirely weakened, that she could do nothing for 
herself. Her husband, for near seven years, in which 
she continued in this helpless state, hired a woman, into 
the house to attend her. Whatever he could do, he 
did, for a woman, " who," he said, " had been kinder to 
every body than to herself." In the year 1776, she 
died ; and left him greatly afflicted for the loss of a 
faithful friend, who had followed close by his side 
in his laborious life, for the space of forty years. I 
have heard him, at the age of eighty, speak of her 
with tears in his eyes, and agitation in all he said. 

Section 5^ 

Continuation of the ewemplary cottagei\ 

William Baker bad now the world, in a maimer, to 
begin again. His children were all married, or dis- 
persed : and he had nobody with him, on whose arm he 
could lean in going down the hill. He thought the 
wisest thing he could do, was to draw his little matters 
into as small a compass as he could ; and rid himself, as 
much as possible, of the cares of the world. Accord- 
ingly he sold his cows, and horses, and a little tenement 
or two, which he had purchased ; and brought one hun^ 
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dred and ten pounds to a friend, to put to some use : 
" For, as I cannot now," said he, " work myself, I must 
make my money work for me." His friend advised him 
to put his money into the funds ; having, as well as he 
could, made him understand what is meant by the 
funds. Baker followed his advice. Besides this pro- 
perty, he had two or three small sums, put out to in- 
terest', in private hands : and a little tenement, which he 
reserved for himself to live in ; with two or three patches 
of ground, that lay near it, and served to employ him. 

He often lamented that young fellows do not depend 
more on themselves ; and lay money by, without break- 
ing into it. Fourpence a week would amount to near 
a pound in the year. At harvest, some little matter 
might be added to it. And if this practice were begun 
early in life, it might, in a few years, amount to a 
comfortable support in sickness, or old age. " But few 
young fellows," said he, "look forward to those times. 
They never think of more, than of living from hand to 
mouth. — If I had spent my money at the alehouse, 
as many do, I should now, in my old age, have been in 
the poor-house." 

His manner of spending his time, was rather dif- 
ferent from what it used to be. He worked only a 
little, every morning, in his grounds ; or in his garden ; 
or in procuring fuel. The rest of his time he spent in 
reading, and in devotion. He had always been a serious 
man ; but a "busy life had never allowed him much time 
for any thing but business. He had now got above the 
world ; had his time much to himself; and spent a great 
part of it in reading the Bible. He had the use of his 
eyes to the last: and generally, though by himself, 
read aloud; which he thought made the more impres* 
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sion on his memory. Ofltener than once, as I have ap- 
proached his lonely cottage, I have thought I heatd 
voices : hut when I entered, the old man was sitting 
alone, with his Bihle hefore him. He had as strong 
natural parts, as any person almost I ever met with. 
He easily understood, not only the general meaning, and 
intention, of the Gospel, but many of the more difficult 
passages in it. What our Saviour said, was, he thought, 
very easy ; and much of what St. Paul said. 

As he lived quite alone in his little cottage, on the^ 
edge of the forest, he was often, I am sorry to say, 
exposed to the depredations of the dishonest. Many 
little thefts, when he was watched out of his house, 
were committed ; and one night there was a robbery of 
a very serious nature. On the day before Lymington 
fair, the old man had received some interest money, 
(about five guineas,) to purchase a few necessaries. 
This being probably known, two men, at midnight, 
broke into his house. One of them pressing a bolster 
over his face, pinned him down with his knees ; while 
the other sought for the money, which was presently 
found. I heard him speak of the robbery next day ; 
and his behaviour raised him in my opinion. He spoke 
with the caution of an honest man. The thieves had a 
dark lantern, he said, with them : he though^ he could 
swear to one of them ; but he durst not venture it, 
where a man's life, and character, were concerned. — 
He mentioned his loss, as far as his money was con- 
cerned, with Christian indifference. His chief distress 
was for those who had committed the deed. To him, 
he said, they had done little injury. By the blessing 
of God, he doubted not, he had sufficient to support 
him, as long as he lived. 
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Though he had now enough hefore him, he continued 
still to live with his usual frugality. He did not love 
or save money, merely for its own sake : hut as it might 
be the means of carrying him independently to the end 
of his life ; and that the remainder might be of some 
little use to his family. Many of his neighbours thought 
he might have indulged himself rather more, as he had 
the means to do it : and as they themselves probably 
would have done in the same circumstances ; and thus 
they might have spent all they had laid up for their 
old age, not knowing how long God might lengthen 
out their lives. He lived, however, as he had been 
accustomed to live, in the best of his days ; for, in many 
parts of his life, he had been put to shifts. He had 
always good cheese in his house, and good bread, which 
was his common food. He used to brew now and then 
a bushel of malt ; so that he was seldom without a little 
cask of beer. His garden produced him plenty of cab- 
bages : and every year he bought at Lymington fair, 
a side of bacon ; a bit of which he would, now and 
then, put into his pot, with a cabbage. Butter and tea 
were not among his necessaries. On this provision, he 
never had a day's sickness ; and even at those times, 
when his food was less nourishing, he was able to do 
every thing, to which the strength of man is equal. 

He was now near eighty : his limbs began to fail ; 
and he was subject to rheumatic pains, which seized his 
right leg, and made exercise very troublesome to him. 
However, notwithstanding this infirmity, and his living 
a mile from the church, he rarely missed taking a pain- 
ful walk to it, every Sunday. The weather must have 
been very bad to prevent him. And though he was 
now become very deaf, he did not think even that a 
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reason for keeping from church. What an example did 
he set to those, who, though in perfect healthy instead of 
making the sahbath a day for obtaining instruction, and 
begging God's blessing on the week, profane it, by 
making it a day of pastime, and often a day of drinking, 
and other wickedness ! — He was constant also at the 
sacrament; which he always esteemed a part of his 
duty. 

He was confined to his house about six weeks before 
he died. His illness was a mere decay of nature. His 
legs swelled ; and his constitution was broken up. He 
now consented to have somebody live in his cottage 
with him, to wait upon him. 

He kept his bed about three days ; and was sensible 
to the last. He was in considerable pain : but he bore 
it with great resignation ; and with that firmness, and 
manliness, with which he had supported all the hard 
duties of a persevering life of industry. He died on the 
fifteenth of May, 1791 ; and desired that the fifty-first 
psalm might be sung before his corpse, as he was 
carried through the church-yard to his grave. 

On his death, his property amounted to about four 
hundred pounds. That a man, in the lowest station, 
should, with a constant attention to money, in the course 
of a long life, raise that sum, or a greater, is not won- 
derful : but that a man, in the lowest station, should 
leave such a sum behind him, after having discharged all 
the duties of life with uprightness, and propriety, is such 
an example of an independent spirit, and of the force of 
industry and frugality, as deserves to be recorded for 
the benefit of others. 

The following inscription stands over his grave in 
Boldre church-yard. 
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Here 

Rests from his labour 

William Baker ; 

Whose industry, and frugality, 

Whose honesty, and piety, 

Were long an example 

To this parish. 

He was bom in 1710 ; 

And died in 1791. 

The above account was written by the minister of 

the parish : .who, on the death of William Baker, 

preached a sermon, in which he strongly recommended 

to his parishioners, to imitate the excellent conduct and 

character of tl^eir deceased neighbour. 

Section 6. 
The pious ahepherd. 

David Saunders of West Lavington, in Wiltshire, 
was bom in the year 1717. When he was young, he 
enjoyed the privilege (which was then not so common 
as it now is) of being taught to read ; and particularly 
to read the Bible. 

He was employed more than thirty years, as the 
shepherd on one farm; and was remarkable for his 
prudence, industry, and piety. His occupation afforded 
many materials for reflection ; and gave him much 
leisure for it. Besides, he conversed daily with his 
Bible, and always foimd matter there for his medita- 
tion ; while every object which he beheld, the fields, 
the sheep, the firmament, as well as his own employ^ 
ment, often brought to his recollection, a psalm, a pro- 
phecy, a parable, or some other portion of Scripture. 
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He was remarkably pious in his conyersation. ^^ This 
poor, honest shepherd/' said Mr. Stedman, a neighbour- 
ing clergyman, who was well acquainted with him, "had 
acquired a surprising knowledge of the Scriptures. He 
used to keep his Bible in the thatch of his hut, on Salis- 
bury plain ; by the reading of which, and by prayer, he 
seemed to keep up a constant communion with God. — 
The first person I met, as I was riding into the village of 
Cheverel, to settle in that curacy, was this shepherd. He 
told me, in a conversation which I had with him some 
time after, that taking the stranger whom he had met, 
to be the minister expected there, he could not help 
repeating to himself these words from St. Paul's epistle 
to the Romans ; (x. 15 ;) ' How beautiful are the feet 
of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad 
tidings of good things !' " 

David Saunders had an excellent wife, and a nu- 
merous offspring. He had sixteen children baptized 
at the parish church ; and twelve of them, at one time, 
were " like olive branches round about his table." It 
is not to be supposed that a poor shepherd, with such 
a family, could be without his difficulties, especially as 
his wife suffered much from sickness : but she was 
a pious, notable woman ; and all the children were 
brought up in early habits of industry. When trouble 
used to prey upon her spirits, her constant method was 
to repair to the Bible ; and there, as her daughter has 
since informed the writer of this account, she always found 
something to comfort or support her. The good shepherd 
did the same in all his trials. His wages wete but small ; 
out of which he was sometimes obliged to pay a boy for 
assistance : but in times of particular distress, God always 
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raised him up friends. Sir James Stonhouse, rector of 
Great and Little Cheverel, frequently assisted liim ; 
and sometimes his good neighbours, though poor them- 
selves, joined to supply his wants. 

In a letter to a friend, vmtten when he was grown 
old and infirm, he thus describes his situation : '^ I am 
but poorly in body, having very sore legs ; and I can- 
not perform the business of my flock, without help. As 
to the things of this world, I have no great share ; but 
having my little cottage to pray to God in, and a bed 
to rest upon, I have as much as I desire. My garment 
is worn out ; but my Christian friends think they must 
put their mites together, and buy me one, or else I 
shall not be able to endure the cold in winter. So I can 
say. Good is the Lord ! he is still fulfilling his promise, 
' I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.* " — In another 
letter, written a short time before his death, he says : 
" I have given up my business as a shepherd. Though 
my eyesight is so dim that I cannot know any body 
by sight, yet I can say, with the psalmist : ' Bless the 
Lord, O my soul ! and all that is within me, bless his 
holy name : who redeemeth thy life from destruction ; 
who crowneth thee with loving -kindness, and tender 
mercies/ " 

This good man, whithersoever he went, was respected 
and beloved. When he visited distant parts with his 
master s sheep, for their wintering, the good people all 
around used to caress him; and delight to hear his 
pious and instructive conversation. About a year be- 
fore his death, being, by the loss of his sight, quite un- 
able to follow his business, the neighbouring farmers 
invited him to visit them, in turns, for a month 
together. 
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He was very desirous that he might not lie long ill, 
to be troublesome to his friends : and he had his desire. 
Being on a visit to one of his friends at Wyke, he 
united, as usual, with the family in prayer ; and was 
afterwards heard to pray with great fervency in his 
own room. After he went to bed, he spoke to his 
companion, the son of his kind host, of the mercy and 
goodness of God, through Christ : and then fell asleep, 
to wake no more till the resurrection of the just ; for 
in the morning he was found dead ! 

At the joint expense of his friends, and as a mark of 
their particular respect, his remains were conveyed to 
his own parish : where they were interred with more 
than usual solemnity, about the middle of September, 
1796, in the eightieth year of his age. 

Section 7. 

The Lancashire collier girl. 

In a small village in Lancashire, there lived, some 
years ago, an industrious man and his wife, who had six 
children. The man himself used to work in a neigh- 
bouring colliery ; while the wife took care of the family. 
She attended also to their little farm, and minded the 
dairy ; and when all her other work was done, she used 
constantly to sit down to spin. It vdll naturally be 
supposed that the children of such a mother, even when 
very young, were not suffered to be idle. The eldest 
daughter worked with the mother at the spinning-wheel, 
which she learned to think a very pleasant employ- 
ment : and she sometimes accompanied her work with 
a cheerful hymn, or a good moral song, which her 
parents had taken care to teach her. 
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The tonest collier finding that he had but little em- 
ployment above ground, for his second daughter, Maiy, 
took her, when she was nine years old, to work with 
him in the coal-pit ; together with one of his boys, who 
was then no more than seven years of age. These two 
children readily put their strength to the basket, drag- 
ging the coals, from the workmen, to the mouth of the 
pit. By their joint labours, they did the duty of one 
of those men, who are commonly called " the drawers ;" 
and they cleared not less than seven shillings a week 
for their parents. As the father had an eye to them 
during the hours of labour, and they had a prudent and 
tender mother to look after them at home ; there is no 
reason to suppose, that at the time of which we are 
now speaking, they were ever much overworked. All 
the family were getting for^vard by the help of these 
little creatures ; and their worldly comforts were in- 
creasing on every side. 

But, alas ! in the midst of this cheerful and contented 
diligence, one day, while the good man was fixing a 
basket, in order to its being wound up, and the chil- 
dren were standing near him in the coal-pit; some 
stones tumbled from the top of the pit, one of which 
fell on his head, and killed him on the spot. 

His wife, on hearing the news of his death, together 
with the description of the sad accident which gave 
occasion to it, received such a shock, that her mind was 
not able to bear up under it : she became disordered in 
her understanding ; nor did she, to the end of her life, 
recover her senses. Being now rendered extremely 
helpless, she was separated from her children, by the 
parish officers; who continued to take the charge of 
her for the space of five years. A short time after the 
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fathers death, the eldest daughter married, and left 
home : two of the brothers, of the ages of nine 
and seTen, were bound apprentices by the parish; 
which also took the charge of two others, one three 
years old, the other an infant, until they should be 
sufficiently grown up to be bound also. 

Mary, the girl of whom we are giving the history,, 
having been already trained to industry, was by no 
means disposed to seek any unnecessary help from 
the parish. Being now between eleven and twelte 
years of age, she determined, like a little independent 
woman, to maintain herself, by her usual work in the 
coal-pit ; where she was generally able, after this time, 
to earn at least a shilling a day : and three or four years 
afterwards, she earned not less than two shillings. And 
now I would ask my yoimg readers, what they think 
was the manner in which she employed all this fruit of 
her industry. Do you imagine that she laid it out in 
vanity of dress, in nice eating and drinking, or in any 
other needless expense? or do you suppose that she 
indulged herself in idleness, on one or two days 
in the week, because she had earned during the four 
or five working days, enough for herself to live upon ? 
No ; I trust you will have formed no such expectation : 
I hope you will be well aware what Mary did with her 
money, by having already reflected what you would 
have done, in the like case. In the first place, at 
sixteen years of age, she released the parish from the 
burthen of maintaining her mother ; and took this poor, 
disordered, helpless parent home, to live with her. She 
then relieved the parish from the charge of one of her 
brothers ; and continued to provide for him, until he 
died. She afterwards undertook the maintenance of 
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one of her otiier brothers ; who remained with her du- 
ring sixteen weeks' ilhiess : at the end of which period, 
she followed him to the grave, burying him at her own 
expense. After about seven years, the mother died 
also ; and was buried, in like manner, by this dutiful 
child, without any assistance from the parish. 

If any body should inquire, how it could be possible 
for so young a person to support all these relations ; 
they being also occasionally very burthensome, through 
sickness : the answer is, that in these extraordinary calls 
upon her, she used to betake herself to extraordinary 
labour ; sometimes earning not less than three shillings 
and sixpence in the four and twenty hours, by taking, 
what is called, " a double turn," in the coal-pits. 

It must be mentiohed to the honour of the colliers, 
among whom Mary worked, that they always behaved 
well to her. After the death of her father, she is even 
said to have received protection from them, and assist- 
ance also ; her fatigue being sometimes lessened, through 
their kindness in lending her a helping hand. 



Section 8. 

Continuation of the Lancashire collier girl. 

Though Mary's mind was naturally strong, and her 
constitution of body was also very strong ; yet, after the 
death of her mother, she began to be bowed down, in 
some measure, by the afflictions and labours which she 
had endured. It was evident that she had been led to 
exert herself beyond her strength. How lamentable is 
it, that while so many people in the world are idle, there 
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should be any, bending, like Maiy, under their work, 
hidden in coal-pits, or, from some cause or other, re* 
moved from observation ! At first she was not aware 
that she laboured under any disorder ; for she had sel- 
dom experienced ill health, while her relations were 
alive. It seems probable that her attention to them, 
and the comfort which she derived from the reflection 
of affording them support, had served both to keep up 
her spirits, and to prevent her constitution from break- 
ing down. 

When sincere Christians come, as Mary now did, into 
very trying circumstances, they may still hope to ex- 
perience, in one way or other, the blessing of Heaven. 
Their very afflictions will be made the means of increas- 
ing their trust in God ; and will prove, in the end, 
(either here or hereafler,) to have been designed entirely 
for their good. The calamities of Mary were now risen 
to such a height, that some people might be ready to 
imagine the Almighty had forsaken her. Let us here 
number up her afflictions. She had seen with her own 
eyes the dreadful death of her father ; she had, for a 
long time, witnessed the affecting condition of her mo- 
ther, who used to follow her about the house, without 
knowing the kind hand by which she was supported ; 
she had attended the long sickness, and the death, of 
her two brothers : and now having fallen sick herself, 
being both weak in her body, and enfeebled in her 
mind, she was dwelling all alone, in a little comfortless 
habitation; having been deprived by death of every 
one of those dear relations, the sight of whom had 
many a time cheered her spirits, while the idea of 
supplying them with a comfortable subsistence, used 
to sweeten her toil. 
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In this distressing situation, it pleased G^od to raise up 
for her some kind friends. A lady of the same village 
heard that a servant's place was vacant in a neighhour^ 
ing family ; and advised Mary, feehle as she was, to 
present herself as a candidate to fill this easy and com- 
fortable situation. Accordingly, the poor girl, with an 
anxious heart, went to offer her services. She men- 
tioned, with her usual honesty, what had been her former 
employment, and what was the state of her health also : 
it seemed undoubtedly much against her interest to do 
so ; but it was perfectly right. How can any of us hope 
for the blessing of God, or expect any true comfort in 
our minds, when we fall into affliction, if we fly to un- 
fair means of getting out of it ; and instead of trusting 
in God, trust to our own little frauds, and crooked 
contrivances ? 

The answer made to Mary's application was unfa- 
vourable: for it was thought, and, indeed, it was 
gently hinted to her, that a young woman hitherto so 
much exposed as she had been, was not likely to prove 
a good servant, in a sober, private family. 

Mary felt very keenly this unhappy suspicion against 
her character ; but what could she do ? She walked 
quietly away, with a downcast look, and with a mind 
quite broken down by this fresh affliction. The owners 
of the mansion observed her countenance, and the 
modesty of her manner, as she was taking her leave. 
Her patient and silent grief moyed them, far more than 
any loud complaints could have done : and they, there- 
fore, determined to make some inquiries concerning 
her. The gentleman went himself, on the same day, to 
the colliery ; where the master of the pit replied to his 
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questions, nearly in the following terms : " Sir," said 
he, '^ she is a poor girl who has overworked herself; 
for she has undertaken what we call task- work, which 
is very hard lahour. She is one of the hest girls that 
ever I knew : and she is respected by all the colliers. 
Though I cannot deny that now and then my men take 
a cup too much, which is apt to make them quarrel- 
some ; yet they never suffer a bad word to be spoken, 
or an affiront offered, to a girl in the pit, without 
punishing the fellow who may be guilty, and making 
him heartily ashamed of himself." 

The gentleman, after a very full inquiry, was so well 
satisfied of the good character of Mary, that he received 
her into his family ; in which, when this account was 
written, she had been living comfortably about six 
years. Her health was recovered ; her habits of dili- 
gence were still very good ; and she was said to he of 
a remarkably modest, humble, and contented spirit. 

The history of this good collier girl, seems to hold 
out the following useful lessons. — In the first place, it 
may teach us, that people can seldom be in any con* 
dition of life so low, as to prevent their rising to some 
degree of independence, if they choose to exert them- 
selves ; and that there can be no situation so mean, as 
to prevent the practice of many noble virtues. It may 
also encourage the afflicted to serve and trust God, in 
every extremity: and it may teach all persons, who 
have to pass through dangerous and trying circum- 
stances, that they may expect the Divine Protection 
and Blessing, provided they do not needlessly throw 
themselves in the way of temptation ; but endeavour, 
like Mary, ^' to learn, and labour truly, to get their own 
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livingy and to do their duty in that state of life, into 
which it has pleased God to call them." 

Section 9. 

Accouni of a cottage and garden near Tadcaster. 

The following account of a cottage and garden near 
Tadcaster, was written by sir Thomas Bernard, in the 
jear 1797. 

Two miles from Tadcaster, on the left hand side of 
the road to York, stands a beautiful little cottage, with 
a garden, that has long caught the eye of the traveller. 
The slip of land is exactly a rood, enclosed by a cut 
quick hedge ; and containing the cottage, fifteen apple 
trees, one greengage, three winesour plum trees, two 
apricot trees, several gooseberry and currant bushes, 
abundance of common vegetables, and three hives of 
bees. The singular neatness and good order, that mark- 
ed every part of this little spot ; and some circumstances 
respecting the owner, which had been mentioned to me 
by Dr. Burgh of York ; made me anxious to obtain the 
history of the cottager and his family. In the end 
of May, I called in my way from York ; but found 
the house, and the gate of the garden, locked. On the 
road to Tadcaster, however, I met his wife, laden with 
a basket of provisions from the market. She said her 
husband was at work about a mile off. She seemed to 
speak of him with much satisfaction. I desired her to 
find him, and to send him to me at the inn at Tadcaster. 
When he came, he very willingly gave me his history. 

His name is Britton Abbot ; his age sixty-seven, and 
his wife's nearly the same. At nine years old, he went 
to work with a farmer ; and being a steady, careful lad, 
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and a good labourer, particularly in what is called task- 
work, he managed so well, that before he was twenty- 
two years of age, he had saved near forty pounds. 
He then married, and took a little farm at thirty poimds 
a year : but before the end of the second year, he found 
it prudent, or rather necessary, to quit it; having al- 
ready spent, in his attempt to thrive upon it, almost all 
the little property that he had heaped together. He 
then fixed in a cottage at Poppleton ; where, with two 
acres of land and his commonright, he kept two cows. 
Here he had lived very comfortably, as a labourer, for 
nine years, and had six children living, and his wife 
was preparing to lie in of a seventh, when an enclosure 
took place ; and the regulations made in consequence 
of it, obliged him to seek for a new habitation, and 
other means of subsistence for his family. 

He applied to squire Fairfax ; and told him, that if he 
would let him have a little bit of ground by the road 
side, he would " show him the fashions on it." After 
inquiry into his character, he obtained of Mr. Fairfax 
the ground which he now occupies : and, with a little 
assistance from the neighbours, in the carriage of his 
materials, he built his present house ; and planted the 
garden, and the hedge round it, which is a single row 
of quick, thirty-five years old, and without a flaw or 
defect. He says, he cut it down six times, when it was 
young. Mr. Fairfax was so much pleased with the pro- 
gress of his work, and j;he extreme neatness of his place, 
that he told him, it should be rent free. His answer 
deserves to be remembered ^ " Now, sir, you have a 
pleasure in seeing my cottage and garden neat : and 
^hy should not other squires have the same pleasure, 
in seeing the cottages, and gardens, as nice about them ? 
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The poor would then be happy ; and would love them, 
and the place where they lire : but now, every little 
nook of land is to be let to the great farmers, and 
nothing left for the poor !" 

Britton Abbot has had seven children : five of whom 
are now living, and thriving in the world. His son 
has a little farm near Helmsley-moor : one of his 
daughters is the wife of a joiner at York ; another, of a 
farmer at Kelfield ; a third, of a labouring man, who 
has a little land of his own, near Duffield ; the fourth is 
the wife of a labourer, who has built a cottage for him- 
self at Tadcaster, and wants nothing, as the father 
observes, but a bit of ground for a garden. 

Britton Abbot says, he now earns twelve, and some- 
times fifteen or eighteen, shillings a week, by hoing 
turnips by the piece, setting quick, and other task-work ; 
" But to be sure," he added, *' I have a grand charac-^ 
ter in all this country." He gets firom his garden an- 
nually about forty bushels of potatoes, besides other 
vegetables; and his fruit, in a good year, is worth 
horn three to four pounds. His wife occasionally goes 
out to work : she also spins at home, and takes care of 
his house and garden. He says, they have lived very 
happily together for forty-five years. To this account 
it may be needless to add, that neither he, nor any part 
of his family, has ever had occasion to apply for parish 
relief. 

Thou^ my visit was unexpected, and he at the latter 
end of his Saturda/s work, his clothes were neat, and 
sufficiently clean. His countenance was healthy and 
open. He was a little lame of one leg, the consequence 
of exposure to wet weatha:^ He said, he had always 
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worked hard and well. When I told him that my ob- 
ject in inquiring after him, was, that other poor per- 
sons might hare cottages and gardens, as neat as his, 
and that he must tell me, all his secrety how it was to 
be done ; he seemed extremely pleased, and much af- 
fected. He said : *' It would make poor folks very 
happy, to find that great folks think of thenu I wish 
every poor man had as comfortable a home as my own ; 
not but that I believe, there may be a few thrifden 
fellowsy who would not do good in it." 

« 

IpEcnoN 10. 

The widow and her children. 

In the year 1779, a tenant of John Way, Esq. at 
Hasketon, in the county of Suffolk, died, leaving a 
widow and fourteen children, the eldest of whom was 
a girl under fourteen years of age. He had held four- 
teen acres of pasture land, in four enclosures, at the 
moderate rent of thirteen pounds a year : and he had 
kept two cows; which, with a little furniture and 
clothing, was all the property that came, upon his 
death, to his widow and children. 

The directors of the House of Industry, being made 
acquainted with the situation of the family, imme- 
diately agreed to relieve the widow, by taking her seven 
youngest children into the house. This was proposed 
to her ; but, with great agitation of mind, she refosed 
to part with any of her children. She said, she would 
rather die in working to maintain them ; or go herself 
with all of them into the house, and there work for 
them. She then declared, that if her landlord would 
continue her in the farm, as she called it, she would un- 
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dertake to bring up all her fourteen children without 
parish assistance. 

She persisted in her resolution ; and being a strong 
woman, about forty-five years old, her landlord told her 
she should continue the tenant, and hold the land the first 
year rent firee. This she accepted with much thank- 
fulness ; and assured him, that she would now manage 
for her family, without any other assistance. At the 
same time, though without her knowledge, he directed 
his receiver not to call upon her at all for her rent ; 
conceiving that it would be a great thing, if she 
could support so large a family, even with that in- 
dulgence. 

The result, however, was, that with the benefit of her 
two cows, and of the land, she exerted herself so as to 
bring up all her children ; continuing to pay her rent 
regularly, of her own accord, every year after the first. 
She carried part of the milk of her two cows, together 
with cream and butter, every day to sell at Woodbridge^ 
a market -town two miles off: and brought back bread, 
and other necessaries ; with which, and with her skim- 
milk, buttermilk, &c. she supported her family. The 
elder girls took care of the rest, while the mother was 
gone to Woodbridge ; and by degrees, as they grew 
up, the children went into the service of the neigh- 
bouring farmers. 

The widow at length informed ier landlord, that all 
her children, excepting the two youngest, were able to get 
their own living: and that she had taken up the employ- 
ment of a nurse, which was less laborious than her former 
one ; and which would, at the same time, enable her to 
provide for the two remaining children, who, indeed, 
could now almost maintain themselves. She therefore 
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gave up the land, expressing great gratitude for the en- 
joyment of it ; which had afforded her the means of 
supporting her family, under a calamity that must 
otherwise have driven her, and her children, into a 
workhouse. 

Section 11. 

The boy of Dundee. 

A LADY, in the neighhourhood of Dundee, in Scotland, 
going to visit a poor woman in the town, was directed, 
by mistake, to the lodging of another person; and, 
knocking at the door, was desired, in a low female 
voice, to come in. 

On going into the room, she found a poor helpless 
woman on a bed ; who seemed to be in a miserable situ^ 
ation, in consequence of a pai^ytic stroke, which she 
had had five years before. 

Her friendly visiter pitying her condition, was sur- 
prised to hear her say, that she thought herself one 
of the happiest of mortals; and on her desiring an 
explanation, the poor woman related the following 
particulars. 

In the younger part of life, she wajs left a widow, with 
an only son ; who, when she had the stroke, was twelve 
years of age. Till that time, by spinning and other 
work, she had been enabled to maintain herself and her 
ohUd ; and to pay a tiifle for his education. Since that 
trying dispensation of Providence, confined to her bed, 
and deprived of the use of her limbs, she had been un- 
able to do any thing for herself ; and had no money to 
pay another. Her son, at that early age, trusting to the 
divine blessing, took the noble resolution to supply, by 
the labour of his own hands, the wants of his afiUcted 
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parent. A female neighbour sometimes called to do 
little kind services for her ; but her chief comfort, and 
her support, arose firom the affection and unceasing at- 
tention of her son. He procured such work as his 
years would admit, in a manufactory at Dundee. 
Every morning, after cleaning the room in which they 
dwelt, getting ready their breakfast, and making his 
mother as comfortable as he could till his return, he left 
her, with a smiling countenance, to attend the labours 
of the loom; and returned in the evening with his 
well-earned pittance, to enjoy a cheerful meal with his 
beloved parent. And thus had they lived, for the 
space of five years. 

But this is not all : the mother could not read ; the 
son, by her kindness, had obtained that advantage. He 
had read the Holy Scriptures ; and he knew the truth 
as it is in Jesus. In the midst of poverty and distress, 
he had found great riches ; and he experienced that the 
ways of religion are " ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace !" Reflecting, therefore, on the many 
hours he was under the necessity of leaving his mother, 
alone and unemployed; and desirous that she also 
should share in the blessings which he enjoyed from his 
religious knowledge ; he resolved to teach her to read : 
and, in due time, accomplished the pleasing task ; af- 
fording her, by this means, a comfort, and delight, 
which, she confessed, had made her one of the happiest 
of women. She added, that during her sons ab- 
sence, she loved to meditate on the holy volume, 
whose divine truths had filled her soul with humble 
hope and joy; and afforded her that peace, which 
the world can neither give, nor take away ! and that 
it was unspeakably pleasing to her, to think she 
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owed all this, by the blessing of Providence, to her 
beloved son. 



Section 12. 

The generous boatman. 

On the third of November, in the year 1801, there 
was a most tremendous hurricane at Copenhagen. The 
flashes of lightning showed many a dismasted vessel 
tossing on the raging waves ; and the reports, at in^ 
tervals, of solitary guns, proclaimed the mariners' dis- 
tress. When day had rendered objects more distinct, 
a brig was observed sti*anded on the shoal. The 
wretched crew were seen stretching forth their arms 
towards Heaven, from the shrouds, where they had 
taken refuge. They were eight in number ; and they 
had been many hours in this dreadful condition. The 
cabin-boy being soon exhausted, was washed over- 
board ; while his companions, with wonderful exertion, 
preserved their hold. 

It happened that the captain had passed the preceding 
day ashore; but, alarmed at the storm, he hastened 
down to the beach, and there beheld the awful scene. 
He immediately offered a large reward to any person 
who would undertake to save his people ; and a mer- 
chant, from motives of pure humanity, promised an 
additional reward for the same purpose. For a length of 
time, money could not bribe any one to the hardy en- 
terprise : at last, however, some boatmen of Copenhagen 
bargained for so much a head, and having consented 
to make the attempt, pushed off. But as the wind 
blew directly into the mouth of the port, the boat 
was tossed to and fro ; and the boatmen having set 
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sail too soon, were obliged to seek for safety, from the 
fiuy of the weather, in the first creek they could reach. 

A boatman of Elsinore, happened to be then at Co- 
penhagen. He came on the beach just when the boat- 
men set off, and remained a silent spectator : but as soon 
as he saw the imskilful men give up their pursuit, he 
jumped into his own boat, which was large, and invited 
five of his comrades to follow him. They did so ; and 
without having spoken to any one, without solicitation, 
without the promise of reward, the gallant boatman and 
his brave companions exposed their lives to save their 
fellow-creatures. With much difficulty, they reached 
the wreck; when the seven sailors sprung into the 
boat, and were brought in safety to the shore. 

The merchant who had before offi^red a reward, pre- 
sented the boatman with a bank-note of about twenty- 
two pounds of English money ; and said to him : 
" Receive this, my honest friend, not as the reward of 
your virtues, which God alone can recompense ; but as 
a mark of my particular esteem." The boatman, sur- 
prised at the offer, replied : " Sir, in what I have done, I 
was not influenced by any desire of gain ; I have simply 
performed my duty as a man : but though I canuot 
accept your kindness, my gratitude to you is equally 
great." 

Due thanks, from those whom he had saved, were 
offered to the worthy boatman. The modesty with 
which he received the high commendations bestowed 
upon him, increased the esteem of all present. 



66 narrations. 

Section 13. 

The good daughter. 

The following pleasing account of an excellent ser- 
vant and daughter, was written, by a clergyman, in the 
year 1 806. 

The daughter of an old day-labourer, residing in my 
parish, lived many years as a servant of all- work, with 
a tradesman in our county town. During the former 
part of her service, her wages were only forty shillings 
a year. They were advanced five shillings, on her un- 
dertaking the whole washing and ironing, without as- 
sistance : and for the last nine years, her master gave 
her four pounds a year; which were her highest 
wages. An old female relation of her master s passed 
a good deal of her time with him : but her temper 
was so very bad, that no one made any great effort 
to please her, except this young woman ; whose constant 
and unwearied endeavour it was, to bear with her fro- 
wardness, and to comply with her wishes. The old 
gentlewoman, was, at length, so won by her assiduity, 
that she rewarded her with several small sums of money, 
to the amount of four or five guineas. On receiving 
the first guinea, she determined not to spend any part 
of it, but to save it against a time of need, though her 
wages were still at the lowest rate. She even then con- 
trived to add something to her treasure ; till, at length, 
after her wages had been increased, she became mistress 
of twenty pounds. 

Application was made to her for this sum, to be lent 
out on interest. But while she was deliberating upon 
the proposal, it oame into her mind, that she ought ra- 
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ther to bestow it on her parents, who were then, through 
age, becoming innrm. She proposed to give them the 
whole sum at once. But her brother-in-law prudently 
advised her to send them only half of it, to buy them 
a cow ; and to save the remainder for a future occasion : 
which she did. A short time after, her father was 
afflicted with a disorder, which brought him to such a 
state, that he could expect no relief but from a surgical 
operation. Even this, a country surgeon had pronoun- 
ced hopeless; a mortification having, in his opinion, 
already taken place. The affectionate daughter deter- 
mined, nevertheless, to be at the expense of taking the 
advice of a surgeon from the infirmary, which was ten 
miles distant ; and he was of a different opinion. I saw 
the operation performed. It succeeded, though the pa- 
tient was then seventy years old ; he is still living, and 
is now in his eighty-seventh year. The surgeon, for 

m 

the operation and many attendances, required only ten 
guineas. This was thankfully paid him by the good 
daughter, being all the money that she possessed. 

A few years after she had made this laudable use of 
her hard-earned savings, her master intending to make 
his will, proposed to his executer and residuary legatee, 
to bequeath fifty pounds to his old servant. The 
executer, dissatisfied with this bequest, reminded him 
of the strong proofs which she had given of the strictest 
honesty : and of her long and faithful services, not only 
in the house, but in the shop ; by which she had helped 
him to gain, and had also preserved, much of his pro- 
perty. On these grounds, he persuaded her master, to 
leave her a hundi:ed pounds instead of fifty ; and to add 
to that sum the interest of three himdred poimds, 
during her life, together with a quantity of household 
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fiimitare. After his decease, the executer further re- 
quested her, to take, as a present from him, any other 
article of furniture which she wished. 

A few months after this, a farmer in comfortable cir- 
cumstances, next neighbour to her aged parents, paid 
his addresses to her ; and afterwards married her. I 
have reason to hope, that both she and her husband, as 
well as her aged parents, are pious persons ; and that 
her marriage has "been the means of greatly promoting 
her spiritual welfare. 

Thus, has this child honoured her father and mother, 
as God commands ; and thus, it has heen^ and it still is^ 
well with her, according to his gracious promise *, 

* Ephesiaos vi 2, 3. 
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CHAPTER III. 

DESCRIPTIONS. 



Section 1. 
The diligent scholar. 

Who is he that comes along so briskly, with a small 
basket on his arm ? His limbs are strong, and active ; 
his cheeks are ruddy ; and his countenance is cheerful 
and good-humoured. 

It is the diligent scholar. He is hastening to school, 
that he may be there in time. It is very seldom, 
indeed, that he is a minute after the time, either in 
the morning, or in the afternoon. He never misses 
going to school, when his parents give him leave to go. 
He is not afiraid of summer s heat, or winter's cold, or 
of a little snow, or rain : he wants to grow up strong 
and hardy ; and to be able to bear all weathers. His 
master tells him that he should be very regular in at- 
tending school, in order that he may learn well, and 
quickly ; and he always likes to please, and oblige, his 
master, and to do as he desires. He never goes to 
school with a dirty face, or neck ; or with dirty hands, 
or nails ; or long, uncombed hair. His clothes are well 
mended ; and he keeps them as neat and clean as he 
can. 

During school-time, he always sits, or stands, in his 
own place ; and he never goes out of the school, with- 
out his master's leave. He reads no books at school, 
but such afi his master tells him to read : nor does he 
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take any thing out of his pocket, either to play with, or 
to eat. He is very careful not to bring dirt into the 
school ; or to spoil, or hurt, any thing, or put any 
thing out of its proper place. When there are strangers 
in the school, he does not stare at them : he minds his 
business ; and if they speak to him, answers them very 
civilly. He never talks, or whispers, to his schoolfel- 
lows : for that, he knows, would prevent both them and 
him from doing the business they have to do ; and he 
has plenty of time to talk, when he is not at school. 
When the scholars, in his class, are reading, or spelling, 
or repeating their tables, or any thing which they have 
learned, he is very attentive ; and learns a great deal by 
hearing them, and what they are taught. He is always 
ready to answer any question that his master asks him ; 
and when he reads, or speaks, pronounces his words so 
distinctly, that he can easily be heard, and understood. 
When he does not understand any thing that he has to 
learn, or that is said to him, he asks his master, in a 
very respectful manner, to explain it to him ; but he 
never interrupts his master, when he is speaking, or is 
very busy. 

The diligent scholar is desirous to learn something 
useful every day ; and to remember what he has learned : 
and he is scarcely satisfied with himself, if he does not 
find that he improves every day he lives. He wants to 
learn, as quickly as possible, all that he can learn at 
school, in order that he may go to work, to get his 
own living ; and not be a burthen to his parents, any 
longer than he can help. 

He honours and respects his master ; and pays great 
attention to all he says, not giving him the trouble to 
repeat the same thing over ajid oyer again. He minds 
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his business as well when his master is out of sight, as 
when he is standing near him, and looking at him. ^' If 
I were a master," says he, " I should like my scholars 
to be obedient, and attentive ; desirous to learn, and 
to improve, and to give me as little trouble as they 
could." 

. When he has any thing to learn, or to do, at school, 
that is very difficult, he often thinks within himself : 
" My parents will be very glad when they hear that I 
have learned, or done, this hard task ; and my master 
too will be pleased with me ; and I shall feel very 
happy and comfortable when it is over. The sooner I 
go about it heartily, the sooner it will be done. My 
master would not have set me any thing to do, that he 
thought I could not do." 

If at any time, his master reproves, or punishes him, 
(which very seldom happens,) he is troubled, but not 
angry : he knows that it is through kindness to him, 
and to make him better, that his master does so. A 
tear sometimes starts into his eye ; but he soon wipes 
it away, with a manly spirit. He feels, and says, that 
he is very sorry for having done wrong ; and tries to 
do better another time. 

When any of the scholars are praised for doin^ well, 
or have little rewards given to them, he does not 
feel sorry, but glad. " If I do well," says he, " I shall 
be commended too. If we all did well, we should all 
be praised ; and we should have a happy school ; and 
our master would have a great deal less trouble than he 
now has." — When any of the scholars are rude, or 
dirty, or ragged, or make improper answers to the 
master, or are punished for their bad behaviour, he 
does not laugh at them, nor despise them : he pities 
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them ; and often thinks that if he had not been so well 
taught, and cared for, by his good parents, at home, he 
might have been as foolish, and as wicked, as the worst 
of his schoolfellows. 

Section 2. 

The diligent scholar continued. 

When the diligent scholar is desired by his master 
to teach any of the other scholars, he does it in a very 
pretty manner. He is gentle and patient with them ; 
and takes great pains to make them understand what 
they are to do, or to learn ; and teaches them just as 
he would like that people should teach him. If they 
will not mind him, he does not speak rudely to them, 
nor call them names, nor beat them ; he tells the master 
of them, in order that he may reprove, or punish them, 
as he thinks proper. 

Amongst his schoolfellows, he chooses none for his 
friends, but the good and the sensible ; and he loves to 
be with them, and to keep them company. But he is 
civil to all : and does what he can, that is proper and 
right, to oblige them ; and to assist them, when they 
are ill trouble, or in diflBiculty. Especially, he is kind 
to the youngest scholars ; almost as" if they were his 
own little brothers. He tells them what to do, and 
how to behave ; and takes their part, when any rude 
boys, who are bigger than they, use them ill. 

If any of his schoolfellows, or any other boys, tempt 
hiiu to join with them in robbing orchards or gardens, 
or in telling lies, or in doing any other wrong actions, 
he is never ashamed, or afraid, to say to them : "^^ no ; 
I will not." When he sees any of his schoolfellows 
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Steal, or figbt, or hears them lie, and use bad words, he 
is very sorry for them ; and often begs them not to do 
so wickedly. 

If any of the scholars have finer clothes than he has, 
he does not trouble himself about that : his parents, he 
knows, give him clothes, and every thing else, as good 
as they can afford ; and he wants no better. He does 
not envy the scholars who are richer, or handsomer, or 
stronger, or wiser, than he is ; rior despise those who 
are poor, or sickly, or lame, or deformed, or dull. 
He knows that the great and good God made them 
all ; and that Christ died for them all : and that we 
ought to behave as kindly to all persons as we wish 
that they should behave to us. 

When school-time is over, he goes away, without 
making any noise, or disturbance. He does not play, 
or loiter, in the streets, or on the road. He goes 
home, a^ quickly as he can ; he has so much to tell his 
parents, and to do for them. " My parents," says he, 
" are very good to let me go to school, that I may learn 
writing, and accounts, and many useful things. They 
say, they have not time to teach me all they could wish 
me to learn ; and they do not know how to teach me 
80 well as my master does. But they do teach me a 
great deal. Before I went to school, they taught me to 
read, and almost every thing I knew ; and now, when- 
ever I am at home, they are almost always teaching me 
something about my work, and about my duty : and I 
think I could not take so much pains at school, as I do, 
if it were not to please them. I am sure I ought to do 
all I can to help and serve them. I often wish that I 
could do as much, in the mornings and evenings, and 
on the days that I do not go to school, as would make 

D 
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up for all the time I am absent from my parents : and 
I almost think I could do it, if I were to get up very 
early in the morning, and be very industrious all day 
long, and every day. — O, when I go to service, or to 
some business, I shall often think of my dear, good 
parents ; and how much I owe them : and I hope I 
shall be able to lay by something handsome for them !" 

When his master tells him, or he hears, or reads, at 
School, any thing that is very good, or that he thinks 
his parents would like to know, he is sure to tell them : 
he likes to tell all the good he can. But when any 
thing bad happens, he does not like to mention that ; 
unless it be to prevent some mischief to any body ; or 
unless his master, or his parents, order him to do it : 
and then he tells it exactly as he thinks it was. 

He is very kind to his brothers and sisters. He 
likes to teach the little ones ; and to take care of them : 
and he endeavours to set them all a good example. 

He never neglects his duty to God, either in the 
morning, or at night. He prays very earnestly to the 
Lord, to give him grace to learn, and to do, what he 
ought to do ; and that he may grow up to be a good 
servant of the Lord, a good son, and a good and wise 
man : or, tha^ if he should not live to be a man, he 
may, by the great mercy of God, through Christ, be 
made fit for Heaven, whilst he is young. Often in the 
day, he thinks of God, and of his great goodness, even 
when he is not reading about him, or praying to him. 
He loves to hear the Bible read, both when he is at 
home, and when he is at school ; and he loves to read 
in it himself, and to learn sentences from it by heart ; 
and he tries to practise, as much as he can, what he 
learns in it. He often thinks of the texts firom Scripture^ 
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and the hymns, which he has learned ; and often says 
them to himself, when he is walking, or at his work, 
or lying on his hed. Especially, he wishei^, and en- 
deavours, to rememher, and to keep, the great com- 
mandments of the Lord. 

His parents, and his brothers and sisters, and all his 
friends, love him ; and are very kind to him. His master 
too loves him, and commends him very much to all 
who make inquiries about him : and often speaks of him, 
and his good conduct, to the other scholars ; and wishes 
them to take pattern by him, and to behave as he does. 

When he leaves school, he will often, I dare say, 
think of what he learned there ; and try to remember 
it, and to improve himself in it. He will be thankful 
to his parents and to his master, who were so good to 
him, and took so much pains to teach him ; and espe- 
cially he will be thankful to God, who gave him so good 
parents, and so good a master. If he is to be a servant, 
or an apprentice, many people who have heard of his 
good character will wish to have him. "Where in- 
deed," will they say, " could we find a boy, whom we 
should like so well to have in our families, and amongst 
our own children, and to do our business, as this one : 
who has been so dutiful and affectionate to his parents ; 
so industrious, at home ; and so diligent, at school V* 

Section 3. 

The happy family. 

THEtgood father of the family, loves his children 
very dearly. He grudges no labour, nor toil, nor 
trouble, to provide for them ; and to bring them up, 
and settle them in the world, decently and comfortably. 

d2 
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He gently reproves them, when they do ill ; and 
sweetly encourages them to do well, hy his kind words, 
and looks, and hy every little reward which he can be- 
stow upon them. He delights to see them do well, and 
to hear them praised ; and above all, to think that they 
are loved, and blessed, by the great God. 

The good mother tenderly nurses her little children. 
She denies herself many comforts, and indulgences, 
that her dear children may want for nothing; and 
when the meals are scanty, she always takes for herself 
the smallest share. She never thinks she can work, 
or do, too much for them. When they are sick, she 
tends them, often all night long; and prays to the 
Almighty, and does all she can, to make them well 
again. As soon as they can understand her, she tells 
them of the great God who made them, and all persons ; 
and she teaches them to pray to him, and to worship him. 
Seldom a day passes, but she teaches them something 
good. She is never tired with the questions which they 
ask her, about what they see, and hear, and think ; 
she loves to talk with them, and to instruct them. She 
teaches them to read ; and she teaches them to work. 
She joins heartily with their father in labouring for them ; 
and contriving things for their good. She prays earnestly 
for them; she watches over them ; she never forgets them. 

The good father and mother love all their children 
alike ; and are alike kind to all. They pray to God 
for his grace, that they may be able to teach their 
children what is good and proper, and to set them an 
example of it ; and that their children may atltend to 
their instructions, and their example. 

The children in the happy family, are obedient to 
their parents; and honour them. The first thing 
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which they are taught, is, to love and to obey. Be- 
fore they can walk about, or speak, they learn to 
obey their parents, and to be kind to their brothers 
and sisters. They do what their parents require of 
them, whether it pleases their own little fancies or not. 
They speak the truth. They do not attempt to deceive. 
When they have done wrong, they confess it at once. 
They talk, and behave, very kindly, to one another. If 
one of them is in trouble, or disgrace, the rest are 
sorry, and try to comfort and assist him. They do not 
rudely contradict any body; nor mock and vex any 
body ; nor play silly, mischievous tricks. Neither do 
they fight, and quarrel, and call names, and tell tales. 
They never torment poor, dumb creatures. They do 
not play at any game for money ; nor keep company 
with wicked children. They are cleanly and tidy. 
It is a pleasure to look at their clean, healthy, good- 
humoured faces. Nobody needs be afraid of coming 
near them, or of touching them : the children of the 
greatest lady in the land, have not cleaner skins, and 
cleaner hair, than they have. 

They learn betimes their duty to the great and good 
God. In the evening, when their father prays, and 
reads aloud in the Bible, they are quite still, and listen 
very attentively, even before they thoroughly understand 
what he is about. They walk reverently to and from 
the house of God ; and when they are there, they do 
not laugh, nor stare about them, nor speak a word to 
any body. They know that the house of God is not 
a place to laugh, or play, or talk, or sleep in : but 
that people go thither, to pray to the great God ; to 
sing his praises; and to hear his most holy Word. 
They do not imderstand all they hear ; but there is 
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always something which they can understand, and re^ 
member. They love the house of God, and his day, 
and his holy Book. Though they do not work, nor 
play, on the sabbath, the time does not seem long to 
them. They repeat little hymns, and texts from the 
Bible, and read : and their parents read to them ; and 
talk to them, more on that day than on any other, 
about God, and Christ, and Heaven ; and tell them 
many beautiful and excellent things that are in the 
Bible ; and ask them questions about what they have 
read, and learned, and done, in the week that is past. 

Even when they are very young, they try to do 
all they can, to serve and help their parents, and their 
brothers and sisters. They love to be employed ; and 
they love to be useful. One or other of them is often 
saying : " What can I do now, mother ? Cannot I do 
something ? I think I can. Do let me try." Before 
they are six years old, they learn to read ; and they 
learn many kinds of work. The good mother con- 
trives to have enough for them to do at home, that 
they may not be idle, when they cannot earn wages 
by working out for other people. She sets them to 
weed the garden, and help to keep it in very nice 
order ; to look after the poultry and the pigs ; to spin 
in long winter evenings ; to knit stockings and gloves * 
to plat straw for their bonnets and hats ; to mend their 
stockings and other clothes; and to do many little 
jobs in the house. The elder giris learn to wash and 
dress their little brothers and sisters, and to take care 
of them ; to clean the house ; to get the victuals ready ; 
to wash and iron linen ; and to make, and cut out, almost 
all the clothes that are used in the family. " If we do 
not earn a great deal," says the good mother, ^^by 
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such kinds of work, we save a great deal ; and, as the 
proverb very truly says, ' A penny saved is a penny 
gained.' Besides, children learn by them, to be in- 
dustrious, and managing; and that, especially when 
they grow up, is one of the greatest gains a large family 
can make." 

Section 4. 
The happy family continued. 

The good mother studies how to earn most, and to 
save most ; and to keep things clean, and neat, and in 
order : and she teaches her children to do so too. In 
her family, nothing is wasted ; nothing neglected, that 
can possibly be turned to any good use. Every little 
end of thread, cotton, or worsted, every little rag, is put 
into the rag-bag, to be sold to the ragman ; the bones 
that have had all the meat cut off, are broken, and 
boiled for broth ; the wash of the house, and every 
bit of refuse food, are saved for the pigs, or for 
manure. There is no new bread eaten in the fami- 
ly; and no tea-drinking, except on Sunday after- 
noons, and other great days. "I believe,*' says the 
frugal mother, " many women are so foolish as to 
spend most of their own and their children's earnings, 
in buying tea, and sugar, and butter; and waste a 
great deal of precious time over their tea : whilst their 
poor little boys and girls run about dirty, and almost 
naked ; and learn not to be ashamed of their raggedness 
and filth. This is not the case with us. We have 
plenty of good, substantial food : which makes our chil- 
dren healthy and thriving ; and gives all of us strength 
to do our work. We have nice gruel, or milk porridge, 
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or rice milk *, for breakfast and supper ; and potatoes, 
and other vegetables, out of our garden, and cheap 
soups, broths, and puddings, and many kinds of whole- 
some dishes, for dinner. And we have plenty of whole, 
clean clothing; almost all of our own spinning and 
making. It is not fine, to be sure, nor very hand- 
some : but it is all of a piece : it makes us look, and 
feel, decent and comfortable ; and we have been very 
much praised for it by some of the wisest and best 
people in our parish." 

The good and wise parents never allow their chil- 
dren to glean in any field, or pick up any waste bits 
of wood, or shavings, without leave from the owner. 
If the neighbours say they may go into their fields 
to glean, before the shocks are taken away, the good 
mother is almost afraid to let them go, lest they should 
put forth their little hands into the shocks, and steal : 
and she never lets them go, till she has strictly charged 
them, if the devil puts wicked thoughts into their minds, 
not to heed them ; not to bring their poor mother to 
shame ; and not to ofiend the great God, who sees, 
and knows, whatever they do. Very strictly too are 
they forbidden by their parents, erer to break their 
neighbours' hedges, or trees, for firing : or to pluck any 
flowers that grow in their gardens; or any finiit of 



* In many places, people who do not keep oows, find it difficult 
to get milk. Persons well skilled in farming business^ say that 
if farmers and cow-keepers would make the experiment, they 
would find that it is more profitable to sell milk, in small quanti< 
ties, than to make it into butter or cheese ; and they would, at the 
same time, have the satisfaction of thinking, that they very much 
assist their neighbours, particularly those who have large families. 
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their trees, even though fallen to the ground ; or any 
turnips, or potatoes, or other vegetables, from their 
fields : or to take any thing from parents, brothers or 
sisters, or any persons, without their leave. And they 
are not allowed, on any occasion, to go a begging. 
" "Whilst we can work." says the good mother, " why 
should we be troublesome, or burthensome, to any 
body ; or eat any man s bread for naught ? Begging 
is a very mean emplo3anent : it leads to lying and 
stealing, and to many idle, i^dcked ways. — ^By working 
hard, and by the blessing of Providence, we have al- 
ways hitherto had bread to eat, and raiment to put on : 
and I earnestly hope, and pray, that it always will be 
so ; and that neither I, nor my husband, nor any of 
our dear children, will ever be led by any distress, or 
any temptation, to beg, or steal, or come upon the pa- 
rish. Far better would it be, that we should die of 
hunger, than get our bread by any dishonesty; or 
that our dear children should, by learning little, mean, 
pilfering ways, when they are young, grow up liars, 
and thieves, and vagabonds ; and perhaps in the end, 
come to the gallows, and be miserable for ever ! It is 
written in God's most holy book, that ' Thieves shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God ;' and * All liars shall 
have their part in the lake which bumeth with fire and 
brimstone *.' And as to having any assistance from the 
parish, I think it is very clever that there is such a 
provision made for poor people : for some who have 
met with great misfortunes, and have no friends to 
help them, really need it ; though I have heard there 
is no such thing in any other coimtry. But it would 

• 1 Corinthians, vi. 10. Revelations, xxi. 8. 
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be very hard for our neighbours to have to support, or 
even help us ; whilst we are strong and healthy, and 
able to provide for ourselves and our children, and to 
lay up a little against the time of need. — My husband 
and I had something handsome to begin the world 
with, which we had saved from our earnings, when we 
were young; if we had not, we should never have 
married. Since we have been married, we have al- 
ways contrived, though times have been hard, and we 
have had losses, to save something every year ; and I 
hope we always shall. We are in no debt : we bor- 
row no money. We pay for every thing as we get it. 
We owe nothing to any body, but love. Ah ! did 
people know how happy it is, to be thus beforehand, 
and above the world, and to depend only upon oneself, 
and God's good blessing and help, I think they would be- 
stir themselves ; they would not spend all they get ; and 
trust to other people's care ; and run into debt, and 
even pawn their clothes, and their household goods !" 

The happy family sit down to their meals, with 
cheerful and contented hearts; and thank the great 
Giver of all, even when their fare is but coarse, or 
scanty. When things go well, none are more pleased, 
and gi-ateful to the Almighty, than they are ; and when 
things go ill, none are more satisfied, and patient. 
" We have sometimes had great sickness in our family," 
says the good mother ; '' and every thing has seemed 
untoward, as to our thriving in this world, and getting 
forward in it, as we could wish : but we have always had 
the comfort to think, that nobody can truly give us 
an ill word ; that we are on friendly terms with all ouj: 
neighbours ; that we have great peace and love amongst 
ourselves; and above all, that we can, through the 



DESCRIPTIONS. 83 

mercy and merits of our blessed Redeemer, lift up our 
hands, without wrath, and without doubting, to the 
great Ruler of the world, and put our whole trust 
in him. We have always thought, that 'though we 
are made poor, we shall have much wealth, if we fear 
God, and depart from all sin, and do that which is 
pleasing in his sight/ — Nobody is without trouble. 
* Man is born to trouble, as the sparks fly upward. 
Great and rich people have theirs. Our landlord has 
had troubles in his family, that have made me pity 
him, and shed tears for him. I have heard that our 
good old king, George the third, had, in his long life, 
many troubles. He was often very sick ; he had great 
afflictions in his family ; bad people railed against him, 
and even tried to harm him. In his old age, his reason 
was taken from him, and his sight. But that Almighty 
Power who sorely afflicted him, was still near him, and 
sustained him ; and, at times, I have heard, breathed 
holy peace and joy into his soul. From his youth up, 
he served the Lord, and put his trust in him. I believe, 
that his greatest comfort, in his line palace, was just 
like ours, in our little cottage, to pray to the Lord ; and 
to think of a happier and a better world hereafter, 
where 'the weary are at rest, and the wicked cease 
from troubling.* " 

Section 5. 

The good mistress. 

The good mistress Ukes to see her servants indus^ 
trious ; but she does not require them to do more work 
for her, than is reasonable She gives them a little 
time, every evening, to themselves, that they may 
attend to their own affairs ; and read ; and do what 

D 6 



84 DESCRIPTIONS. 

they like, that is innocent and right, to amnse and im- 
prove themselves. She takes care that they have a 
sufficient quantity of plain, wholesome food; good 
beds to rest upon ; and every thing she can afford, that 
is proper and reasonable, to make their situation easy 
and comfortable. She studies to fulfil the Divine com- 
mandment of giving to servants what is just and equal, 
knowing that she also has a Master in Heaven *. 

' She is very careful not to require any thing from her 
servants, but what they can easily understand, and 
perform : and she sees that all her orders are obeyed. 
She never speaks rudely to her servants, or uses them 
ill ; nor, when they have done amiss, does she blame, 
or chide them, more than is proper. She kindly ex- 
cuses any little faults which they commit, through mis- 
take, or ignorance. She encourages and commends 
them, when they do well ; and especially when they 
overcome bad passions, and bad habits. If they do 
wickedly, or are wilfully disobedient, and they will 
not try to amend, she is fully resolved, and she tells 
them so, to dismiss them ; and not to give them a 
better character than she thinks they deserve, to any 
persons who may apply to her about them. 

She wishes that there should be plenty in her house, 
but no waste. " If servants," says she, " waste their 
masters or mistress's things, they do very unjustly; 
and they will, most likely, get such a habit of wasting, 
that, if ever they have families of their own, they will 
not be able to manage and contrive near so well, as if 
they had been strictly honest and careful, in their mas- 
ter s family. They who waste, insult the great Giver 

* Coloaslans, Iv. 1. 
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of all ; and seem to despise, and cast away, his gifts : 
they defraud themselves, or their families, or their em- 
ployers ; and they defraud their poor, distressed neigh- 
bours, many of whom might be much assisted by what 
the extravagant, and the thoughtless, throw away, as 
of no value. We should remember, that when our 
blessed Lord, had, by a great miracle, fed thousands 
with five barley loaves, and two small fishes, he com- 
manded his disciples to gather up the fragments, that 
nothing might be lost." 

The good mistress would not, on any account, allow 
her servants to tell an untruth, however small it might 
appear, or do any wrong action, to please, or serve her. 
She never encourages them to bring gossiping, idle 
tales of their former masters or mistresses, or of any of 
her neighbours : she would rather not hear any thing 
that is going on ifi the neighbourhood, than tempt any 
body to tell an untruth, or to make mischief. 

She does not like to hire her servants at statutes : or 
to inquire for them at register offices : but amongst her 
neighbours, and acquaintance ; and she always prefers 
the children of honest, and industrious parents. Some- 
times, through pity, she takes poor orphan, or friendless 
and. distressed children; and is almost as a mother to 
them. "When she takes servants, who are very young, 
she does not expect they will know much : she only 
requires them to mind what is said to them. She in- 
structs them how to behave. If they cannot read, she 
has them taught, or she teaches them herself. She is 
very patient with them. She kindly shows them how 
to do their work; and she does not expect they 
should do it properly, before they have had time to 
learn. 
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Section 6. 

The good mistress continued. 

Every evening, the good mistress of the family, as- 
sembles her children and her servants around her, to 
worship the great and good God ; and to hear some part 
of his most excellent book, which teaches them their 
duty to their Creator, and to all mankind *. 

When her servants, who can read, have no Bible, she 
kindly gives, or lends, them one, in order that they 
may read in it, every day, to themselves ; and often 
lends them other good books to read. On Sundays, 
she contrives to set them as little work as possible ; and 
never, if she can help it, keeps them from attending 
the public worship of God, at least once in the day.. 
She goes along with them to the house of God ; and 
loves to be there with all her family. In the evening, 
she reads to them, or hears them read, the Bible, or 
some other good book ; and explains to them what has 
been read, and asks them questions about it ; and en- 
courages them to converse familiarly with her on the 

* In some families, it would be inconvenient, if not impossible, 
except on Sundays, for all the members of them, to attend family 
worship, in the morning : but in every family, where any degree 
of order is preserved, all might assemble, for a few minutes, when 
the business of the day is over, to acknowledge the great Father 
of the family, and of the whole world. Family worship and 
reading the Bible, used to be a general custom in our country ;^ 
and there can be no doubt, that if it were so now, it would, 
through the Divine blessing, be attended with the best effects : it 
would promote the glory of God, and the honour of religion ; and 
it would increase the order, the harmony, and the happiness of 
families, and, consequently, of the nation. 
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things which belong to their salvation. She neglects 
no opportunity of instructing them in their duty ; and 
takes great pleasure in encouraging them to do it. 
" If," says she, " servants fear and love their great 
Creator, they will do their duty to their masters and 
mistresses ; but if they neglect Him, how can we expect 
they should serve us faithfully ?" She wishes that all 
who live with her, should spend their time pleasantly 
and profitably ; and that when they leave her, they may, 
to the end of their days, have some good to remember 
which they learned from the example she set them, or 
the instructions she gave them. She wishes, and earn- 
estly endeavours, through Divine grace, to do them, in 
every respect, good, and not evil. 

She does not refuse her servants leave to go, now and 
then, to see their friends ; or to have their friends come 
and see them, at her house. But she requires that 
they should not choose for their companions, idle, 
wicked people ; that they should not go out, or invite 
any persons to her house, without her leave ; and that 
they should not stay out late in the evening : and she 
strictly charges them, wherever they are, to behave 
modestly, and prudently, and as becomes Christians. 
She encourages them to do their duty to their parents, 
and all their relations. 

When she hears, or sees, that her servants are in 
trouble, she kindly inquires what it is that grieves them ; 
and gives them the best consolation and advice she can. 
She encourages them to apply freely to her, when they 
are in distress, or difficulty ; and does the best she 
can for them. When they are ill, she nurses them, and 
sits by their bedside, and reads to them, and comforts 
them, and talks kindly to them ; and gives them what 
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is proper for them. She does not send them home, 
unless they wish to go ; or she thinks that their friends 
can do hetter for them, than she can do. 

She never grudges them proper wages. But she 
desires, that they will not waste their money in buying 
gaudy, expensive clothes, th^t are not fit for them 
to wear ; or in any extravagance : and that, if they 
have not aged, distressed parents, or other near rela- 
tions whom they ought to assist, they will save as much 
as they can, in order that if they should marry, they 
may have something handsome, to enable them to 
furnish a house, and to begin business ; or that if they 
should continue single, they may have enough to main- 
tain themselves decently and comfortably, when old 
age, or iafirmities, render them imable to work. All 
the money which they save, she kindly keeps for them, 
and allows them interest for it ; or advises them how to 
put it to interest elsewhere. 

When they are deserving, she promotes them, if she 
has an opportunity, in her own family. She does not 
like to part with them, when they have served her 
faithfully for many years ; but if she thinks they would 
be more useful, or better situated, elsewhere, than with 
her, she advises them to change, and does her best to 
recommend them. When they are settled in the world, 
she does not forget, nor forsake them. If they live 
near her, she often calls to see theiy, and gives them 
good advice ; and when they are sick, or in distress, 
she comforts aud assists them. 

Her servants very seldom wish to leave her, to go 
into any other service. " Where indeed," say they, 
" could we be so happy and comfortable, even if we 
could get more wages, as with one who is so very 



DESCRIPTIONS. 89 

kind and good to us ?" They love and respect her ; and 
speak well of her. There is nothing scarcely that they 
would not do to serve her. When they have left her 
service, they rejoice to see her ; they look upon her as 
one of their best friends ; and thank kind Providence 
that ever they lived with so good a mistress. 

Section 7. 

The good servant. 

The good servant rises early. She is quick and dili- 
gent at her work ; and does it so >villingly, and cheer- 
fully, and handily, that it seems a pleasure to her, 
rather than a task. 

She is strictly honest ; so that she might safely be 
trusted with gold untold. She would not, on any ac- 
count, take for herself, or give away, even the smallest 
thing belonging to her master, or mistress, or any one 
else, unless she knew it was intended for her. She 
always speaks the truth. If she has done any mischief, 
or committed a fault, she confesses it at once ; and 
hopes, and endeavours, not to do the like again. 

Whatever she has the care of, is kept in excellent 
order ; and always in its proper place. She loses no 
time in seeking for the things which she uses : she 
knows exactly where she puts them; and she could 
find them even in the dark. She takes pains to make 
things clean and neat ; and to keep them so. She 
leaves not even a lumber-room in litter ; and no passage, 
door-way, window, nor any hidden comer, dirty She 
endeavours to be as careful of the property of her mas- 
ter and mistress, as she is of her own ; and as managing 
about it. She thinks there would be almost as much 
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dishonesty in wilfully wasting, or abusing it, as in 
absolutely stealing it. 

Her master and mistress haye no fear, nor suspicion, 
about her, when she is out of their sight. They know 
that she is as careful, as industrious, and as attentive 
to any directions which they have given her, as if they 
were standing by, and looking at her : nay, she is even 
more so ; for one of her greatest fears, is to offend 
her Heavenly Master, who has strictly forbidden eye- 
service. " I like," says she, " that my mistress should 
look after me : and then, she will be sure that I do my 
duty ; or, at least, that I try to do it." 

She seldom forgets, or neglects, any orders which are 
given to her : because she wishes to remember them, 
and obeys them as soon as possible. She receives every 
instruction from her mistress, and even her reproofs, 
with great respect and attention ; and she takes very 
kindly any advice that is given to her, about her be* 
haviour, as well as about her work. 

She looks upon that place as a good and proper one 
for her, where she is allowed, and encouraged, to do her 
duty to her great Creator ; and to all persons with whom 
she has any dealings. She is not fond of changing. 
She becomes attached to her master, and mistress, and 
their children ; and serves them faithfully and atten* 
tively, from love, as well as from duty. She does not 
expert more wages because she stays long in her place ; 
unless she does more work than she used to do, or does 
it better, "I do myself good," says she, "by con- 
tinuing with my master and mistress. I shall gain more 
real friends, and credit, than I could do by running from 
place to place. My parents, and my other relations, 
will be better satisfied with me. My master and mis- 
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tress will be pleased with me ; and I hare no doubt that 
the longer I serve them, faithfully and steadily, the 
kinder they will be to me, and the better opinion they 
will have of me. Besides, I believe that by staying 
long in a place where I can do my duty ; and by en- 
deavouring to be humble, and satisfied with my lot ; I 
shall please the great and good God : and it is He, 
whom I should, and I think I do, wish to please, more 
than any body in this world ; and more than my own 
foolish fancies." 

The good servant waits upon the friends and visiters 
of her master and mistress, very civilly, and shows 
them every attention in her power : nor does she ex- 
pect, or desire, to be paid for any little services to 
them. " My master," says she, " pays me for all my 
time and my labour : I am only doing part of my 
duty." But if any of them, who she knows can well 
afford, kindly offer her a little present, to show their 
good- will towards her, and to encourage her to go on 
behaving well, she accepts it willingly and thankfully : 
if it is money, she does not spend it ; she puts it to 
her other savings, to be ready for the time of need. 

She is kind to her fellow -servants : and does all she 
reasonably can, especially when they are sick, or in 
any distress, to oblige and assist them. If they are 
young, or unacquainted with their business, and willing 
to learn of her, she takes pleasure in instructing them. 
She wishes, and endeavours, to set them all a good 
example ; and often, when she has an opportunity, gives 
them good advide. She never tells any idle tales of 
them. She overlooks their little faults, or makes allow- 
ance for them. If they abuse her, or want to quarrel 
with her, she is quite silent ; unless she thinks that, by 
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some pleasant, prudent answer, she can turn away their 
wrath. But if she sees them defraud her master or 
mistress, or persist in any bad courses that will ruin 
their own souls, she resolves, however unpleasant to 
herself, to make a complaint of them : and she does it 
with a sad and heavy heart ; for she always dreads to 
offend, or distress, any body. 



Section 8. 

The good servant .continued. 

The good servant always look clean and tidy even 
when she is doing dirty work. She is never seen with 
holes in her stockings, or slipshod, or with a tattered 
gown, or blowzy hair. She makes, and mends, and 
puts on, her clothes, in a very neat manner. She wears 
a stuff gown, or a dark coloured cotton one, and a stuff 
petticoat. Her caps, and bonnets, are very neat and 
becoming : but without any fancy work, or expensive 
ornaments. She does not curl her hair ; but puts it, 
very heatly, xmder her cap. Her handkerchief, or 
gown, is always pinned close over her neck. Her 
dress, on Sundays, and when she goes out, is the same as 
at other times ; except that she is then particularly neat 
and clean, and has always on clothes that she has not 
worn in common. She does not think much about her 
dress ; or spend much time in putting it on. To be 
modestly and neatly dressed, and to have on sufficient 
clothing to keep her healthy and strong, and able to do 
her work, is alw6,ys her desire. " If," says she, " I 
were to spend the whole of my wages, in buying fine 
clothes, I could not, after all, be dressed throughout, 
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and every day, like a lady : and I should scorn to put 
on very fine clothes one day, and be in rags and not fit 
to be seen the next day ; or to put on a fine gown, or 
petticoat, to hide rags and filth underneath. — If I were 
to flaunt about in very gay, fine clothes, now, I am 
afraid I should come to shame and poverty ; and die in 
a workhouse, or in some poor, forlorn, and miserable 
condition. And who, could I think, would pity me ? 
or whom could I blame but myself?" 

When she buys new clothes, she always considers, 
whether they are of a reasonable price, and likely to 
last long, and are proper for a person in her situation. 
" I am a servant," says she ; " and I like to appear so. 
If I could make any body who sees me, fancy that I am 
not a servant, I would not do it. The Lord abhors 
deceitful persons. We are all his children. He ap- 
points to all of us our proper places : and we ought 
to be satisfied, and pleased, with what he appoints, 
and say; 'Lord, it is good for us to be here.* — 
I know that many servants, who have not better wages 
than I have, dress much more smartly ; and I believe 
that some of them ridicule me for not doing as they 
do. But I think, for all that, I am better off than 
they are ; and as the proverb says, ' They may laugh 
that win.* My mistress says, that she and my master, 
and almost all their friends, often commend me for 
being so plainly and neatly dressed. I have a good deal 
of money out at interest ; and I have more than once 
been able to assist my dear friends at home, and to 
make them some useful little presents. When I first 
went to service, and my wages were very low, I re- 
solved that I would not run into any debt, and that 
I would save something every year, if it were but a 
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few shillings ; and I did so : and now that my wages 
are good, I lay by more than half." 

She never desires to go to races, or feasts, or fairs, or 
any merrymakings. " If I went to such places," says 
she, " I should, I think, spend my time and money very 
foolishly. I should get into bad company, and see sad 
doings ; for I have heard that rioting, gaming, drunken- 
ness, and almost all kinds of wickedness, are going on 
there : and very likely, I should not be able to settle to 
my work, nor love to stay quietly at home, as I do 
now; and in time should lose my character, and be- 
come very wicked." 

She does not spend any time, or money, on silly 
books or songs; or in running after fortunetellers. 
She never plays at cards : she does not want to get 
other people's money from them; and she does not 
want to lose her ovm. A walk in her master s gar- 
den, or in the fields, either by herself, or with sober 
company ; a visit to her friends ; or a good book to 
read ; are the amusements she likes best. '^ These 
are cheap," says she; "and leave no sting behind 
them." 

She never invites, or encourages, any company to 
come and see her at her master s house, not even her 
own near relations, without first asking leave ; and she 
is not very forward in doing that, for fear she should be 
thought troublesome and encroaching : nor would she, 
on any account, give to any body, the least scrap of her 
master s victuals, unless she were told she might do it. 
" I think," says she, " it is very hard that a master s 
property, which perhaps he has had a great deal of 
trouble in getting, should be spent by his , servants, he 
knows not how : I am sure if I were in his place, I 



DESCRIPTIONS. 95 

should not like it at all. My master s meat ^^id drink 
are not mine : he may use them, or give them away, as 
he thinks proper ; but I must not. — If he, or his chil- 
dren, should ever come to distress, how could I bear 
the thought^ that I had helped to bring it on them, by 
my extravagance and dishonesty ?" 

She is no tattler, nor busybody, nor talebearer; 
gossiping from house to house, or in the street^ or at 
the door, speaking things which she ought not. She 
does not want to find out other people's secrets ; or to 
tell those of the family in which she lives. She would 
grieve very much if she thought that her master and 
mistress, or any of their family, looked upon her as a 
spy, or an enemy, glad to take every little opportu- 
nity to speak ill of them, or to do them any unkindness. 

She prays to the great God, every morning, and 
every evening : and daily reads some portion of the 
Holy Scriptures. "I lose no time from my work," 
says she, "by saying my prayers, and reading the 
Bible : nay, I think I do more work. For when I have 
prayed to the Almighty, to bless me, to keep me from 
temptation, and every wickedness, and to make me his 
servant ; and when I have read a little in his most holy 
Book ; my heart feels lighter and better, and I am able 
and willing to go about my work, and to keep at it 
heartily and steadily." She delights to follow her 
master and mistress, ^uid their children, to the house of 
God ; and to assemble with them, at their family wor- 
ship and instruction. 

She treasures up in her memory the texts of Scrip- 
ture, that teach a servant's duty. She often reflects 
upon them ; and repeats them to herself; and con- 
siders, very attentively, whether she does her best to 
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practise them. Especially, she remembers our blessed 
Lord's golden rule, of doing to others as we wish that 
thej should do to us : and endeavours to do to her 
master and mistress, as she would wish, if she had ser- 
vants, that they should do to her. She often says: 
*' How good our Heavenly Master is ! In causing his 
own Book to be written, to teach people what they 
must believe, and do, to be saved, he has not forgotten 
servants. He has told us in it, better than any one else 
can do, what is our duty ; and he has commanded our 
masters to be just and kind to us. And our blessed 
Lord himself ' took upon him the form of a servant ;' 
nay, no servant can be so poor, so despised, and so ill 
used, as he was ! Yet he did not murmur. ' When he 
was reviled, he reviled not again : when he suffered, he 
threatened not.* He meekly said : ' The cup which 
my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?— 
Father, not my will, but thine be done T Ah 1 when 
we think of these things, how can we grieve, or mur- 
mur, that we have not every pleasure, and indulgence, 
and comfort, that our fond hearts could wish V* 

Section 9. 

The religious farmer. 

The teligious farmer loves his employment. It is 
healthful, and innocent. It produces food for the 
hungry, and clothing for the naked. It makes his 
country rich and beautiful. He beholds and admires in 
it, the wonderful works of the Almighty ; which show 
him very plainly, how great, and wise, and good, that 
God is. He sees the hand of God alike in the tempest 
and in the sunshine ; in the deadness of winter, and in 
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die beauty of spring, and summer, and autumn ; in 
the barren heath, and in the fine fields of ripened com. 
He sees how wonderfully the little seeds, which are 
put into the ground, spring up, and become, each in 
its kind, trees yielding fruit and shade ; or herbs, plea- 
sant to look upon, and good for food, and clothing, and 
other useful purposes. He sees the great care which 
the Ruler of the world takes of every thing that he has 
made, even of plants and insects. And he often cries 
out, in the beautiful words of the Psalmist : '^ Lord, 
how manifold are thy works ! In wisdom hast thou 
made them all : the earth is full of thy riches." 

With great diligence, the religious farmer cultiyates 
his land, and looks after his flocks and herds ; and he 
endeavours to be as skilful in his business, as he is dili - 
gent. He is true and just in all his dealings. He asks 
no exorbitant price for what he has to sell : all he 
desires is fair profit ; and, in hard times, he gives up 
something even of that, rather than distress his poor 
neighbours. 

When he has business at fairs, and markets, he 
does not stay longer than is necessary. He returns 
home as soon as he can, to look af^r his concerns 
there ; and loves to close the evening with his family, 
in sweet conversation on the business and actions of 
the day, in reading, and in prayer. No company he 
fidls into, and no occasion, can tempt him to drink 
more than is proper. When he is forced to be with 
people who drink to excess, and make themselves more 
brutal than the beasts, he pities them for their wicked- 
ness, and their folly : he wishes they could know what 
troe pleasure is ; and find in their families, that com- 
fort and honour, which he enjoys in his own. 

E 
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He pays liis servants and labourers, as soon as their 
wages are due. He would be afraid that the son 
should go down upon that day, when he withheld 
the hire of the labourers, who hare reaped his fields, or 
done any other work for him ; lest their cry should 
enter into the ears of the great Lord of all. He dili- 
gently looks after his labourers, and servants; and 
keeps them steadily to their work, and often works 
with them. To those amongst them who are industri- 
ous and careful, and have large families, and no land 
in which to grow potatoes and other v^etables, he 
spares a little of his own ; and lets them have it at the 
same rent he pays himself. 

He strictly forbids, and does his best to prevent, all 
drunkenness, and swearing, and rude talk and beha- 
viour, in his fields, and amongst his servants and la- 
bourers. " What 1" says he, " when we see so plainly, 
and share so abimdantly, the goodness of God ; when 
we reap the fields, and gather in the harvest, which he 
has given us ; shall we offend the Giver, or curse and 
abuse any of our fellow-creatures, to all of whom he is 
kind ? I am more grieved at wicked words and actions, 
amongst farming people, than any others : their occu- 
pation is almost always so pleasant, and so healthful ; 
they breathe so much of the fine, pure air, which Crod 
has given them ; they see so many of his great and 
wonderful works. — Shall not innocent, little children, 
and modest maidens, be able to come in busy times, 
and help us in our labours, without hearing, or seeing, 
wicked words and actions ? Ah ! let them freely came 
into our fields, and go out, as modest and as innocent 
as they came in: otherwise the little money whieh 
they have earned, vnll be a curse to them rttther tiiiiti 
a blessing." 
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The religious fanner is humane even to bnite beasts. 
He will never allow them to be overworked, or un- 
derfed, or neglected, or, in any respect, unjustly used. 
He says: ''They are all God's creatures; he made 
them all, and he takes care of all ; he abhors nothing 
diat he has made : he is good to all ; and his tender 
mercies are over all his works. He has given us power 
over the brute beasts ; and he has especially allowed 
U8 to kill them for food*: but no person has a right 
to oppress them, for sport, or to please his own cruel 
temper ; or when he kills them, to put them to more 
pain than is absolutely necessary. It is said in the 
Bible,, that ' A righteous man regardeth the life of his 
beast :' and we are commanded to let our cattle rest 
on the sabbath-day ; and to be merciful even as our 
Father, who is in heaven, is merciful." 



Section 10. 

The religious farmer continued. 

The religious farmer never complains of the seasons, 
or of any thing which God appoints. When his com, 
which early in the year, promised well, is blighted, or 
beaten to the ground by heavy storms ; when his crops 
£Bfll ; when his sheep and his cattle die ; he does not, 
ev^n in the secret of his heart, allow any murmuring 
against the great God, who rules all times and seasons. 
" We may be sure," says he, " that whatever an all- 
wise and good Providence appoints, is for the best. — I 
often think that if we were not sometimes disappointed 
in our hopes, if we had every thing our hearts could 

• Genesis L 28. ; ix. 2, 8. 
e2 



100 DESCRIPTIONS. 

deore, we should lore this world too well ; we should 
be loath to leave it ; and we should hut seldom think 
of the great Giver of all, and of heaven." 

When the religious farmer gathers in an abundant 
harvest, and sees his riches increase, his heart does not 
swell with pride, but with gratitude to the great God 
of harvest ; and with love and good-will to all mankind, 
especially to his poor neighbours. " It is God," says he, 
*' who gave me all this wealth. He gave me strength, 
and health, and an active disposition, to labour. He 
sent the early and the latter rain, and the refreshing 
dews, and the sunshine, to make the fields bring forth 
so abundantly. He made our flocks and herds increase 
and multiply. In vain were all our toil and care, with- 
out him. We may plant and water ; but it is God only 
who gives the increase." — ^The religious farmer does not 
show forth his joy in wasteful or riotous feasts ; but in 
acts of real charity and kindness to his poor neighbours. 
Them who have assisted him in getting in his har- 
vest, he invites to share with him and his family, a fru- 
gal but plentiful repast, where peace, and order, and 
good- will reign ; and where the God of harvest receives 
the praise that is due to him : or he distributes among 
them meat and drink, to carry home to their families, 
and partake of with them ; and kindly bids them thank, 
not him, but the great God of harvest. — He gives leave 
to children, and old persons, who live in the neighbour- 
hood, and who cannot do harder work in harvest-time, 
to come into his fields and glean. But if ever he lets 
them come in before all the shocks are taken away, he 
keeps a watchful eye over them, lest they should put 
forth their hands and steal ; not that he is afraid of the 
harm they would do him, but of that which they would 
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do themselves. " Be industrious," he says to the chil- 
dren ; " gather up as many of the scattered ears of com 
as you can, to carry home at night : hut he honest. Let 
nothing tempt you to take a single ear from a shock. 
Rememher that one of the great commandments of the 
Lord, is, 'Thou shalt not steal.' AH the com that 
grows in this field, is mine. I give you leave to pick 
up the scattered ears ; hut not to touch the shocks. 
The com that is in them, is for hread for me and my 
family; or to be sold to our neighljours. — I let you 
glean in my fields, in order that you may learn to he 
industrious, and earn your own bread ; not that you 
may learn to pick and steal. If ever I know that you 
do so wickedly, I shall drive you from my fields, in 
disgrace ; I shall see that you are punished ; and I 
shall never let you come in again, until I believe that 
you are thoroughly changed, and sorry for what you 
hav« done/ 

When the religious farmer is a churchwarden, an 
overseer of the poor, a constable, or whatever office he 
fills, he studies to know his duty, and to do it. He 
n€ver oppresses the poor, or deals hardly with them. 
He rejoices to serve them ; and grudges no money, and 
no time, that he can prudently spare, for their relief. 
He contrives many little plans for doing good, in his 
parish, and in his neighbourhood. Especially he is de- 
sirous that poor people may have comfortable houses 
to live in ; and a little ground, at least enough for a 
garden, to grow potatoes, and other good and whole- 
some vegetables, for their fiamilies : and he does all he 
ean to persuade, and encourage them, to be honest, 
sober, and industrious ; and ^^ to bring up their chil- 
dren in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." 

Ed 
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He endeavours to do His dutj to those above him, as 
well as to those below him. He honours his landlord, 
and respects all his rights : he pays his rent cheerfully, 
and always at the time appointed ; and faithfully per- 
forms the conditions on which he holds his lands. He 
is loyal to his king; he obeys the magistrates; he is 
reverent to the ministers of religion. 

He sets all around him an excellent example of piety 
industry, and frugality. In no family is the great God 
more highly reverenced, or his sabbath more duly kept, 
than in the family of the religious farmer ; no where 
are children and servants more kindly, yet, more strict- 
ly, dealt with ;• no where do they work more, yet no 
where are they more healthy, and cheerful, and con- 
tented. The poor look up to him as a father, and a 
friend; and often a counsellor and protector. Even 
those who lie and swear, profane the sabbath, and waste 
their time and money at ale-houses, honour him : and 
they often feel ashamed of themselves, when they be- 
hold him, and his wife, and children^ and servants^ so 
industrious; so' plain in their dress ; so constant in at- 
tending Divine worship ; so kind, and good, and hum- 
ble ; so respected, and so happy ! 

Section 11. 

The religious tradesman, 

TtiB religious tradesman is attentive to his business ; 
and sees after it with his own. eyes. His shop and 
warehouse are neat, and clean, and well furnished ; but 
there are no expensive, gaudy ornaments in them, as 
if they were places for show or amusement, rather th^ 
for business. He endeavours to have every thing, as 
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far as possible, done in its proper season ; nothing put 
off till to-morrow that ought to be done to-day ; and 
every thing kept in its proper place. He loves de- 
spatch and alertness ; but without hurry or confusion. 
Every eustomer, every letter, every account, is attended 
to in due order. He is especially exact in settling his 
accounts, and paying all his debts. " The time of our 
death," says he, " is always uncertain : it may be near. 
I often think of this : and it is the chief reason of my 
being so e:<act in managing my business. I wish to 
leave all my affairs, in as much order as I can :• that, 
after my death, my friends and family may have as 
little trouble and uneasiness, as possible ; and that no 
persons may lose, by my neglect, what is due to them. 
These awful words, * Set thine house in order, for thou 
shalt die, and not live,' often sound in my ears, when 
I feel inclined to give way to indolence, or negli- 
gence. — I think too, it is possible, that notwithstand- 
ing all my industry, and all my care, I may be unfor- 
tunate, and fail. Then I must produce my books, and 
lay open all my affairs to ray creditors. Perhaps some 
of them will be unkindly disposed towards me. I wish 
not to give any of them, or any one else, the slightest 
reason to say, or think, that I have been negligent of 
business, extravagant, or dishonest." 

The religious tradesman is civil and attentive to all 
with whom he has any dealings ; even to those who 
are rude and troublesome to him. If he has not what 
his customers want, he kindly offers to procure it for 
them, or advises them how to get it elsewhere. 

He is very desirous that every article he deals in, 
may be of the best quality, that can be afforded for 
the price; and as far as he can, he deals for ready 

E 4 
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money. He never pretends that his goods are better, 
or cheaper, than he really believes them to be ; and 
never engages to have any work done at such a time, 
or in such a manner, if he has any reason to doubt 
whether he can do it. He is careful not to ov^charge 
any of his goods, or work. He considers, very atten- 
tively, what is fair profit ; and he never asks for more, 
let other people do as they will. He has not two 
prices for any thing he sells. He always mentions at 
once the lowest price ; and he never changes his word, 
unless he has made a mistake, or has discovered some 
blemish. When he has damaged articles, he ^ther 
gives them away, or sells them at a very low price, 
and acknowledges the faults that are in them. If 
ever he finds that he has taken any thing, however 
small, which he has no right to, he cannot rest till he 
has restored it, or made amends for it. He abhois 
all false weights and measures, and all unjust dealings. 
He would give up any trade, or employment, hoyreret 
profitable, that could not be carried on without fraud, 
or deceit, or breaking the laws of God, and of his 
country. He never buys, or sells, any goods, whidk 
he knows, or even suspects, to be stolen, or smuggled, 
or contraband, or adulterated; nor does he^ in any 
manner, give encouragement to persons whom he be* 
lieves to be concerned in dishonest, unlawful dealings. 
He is always willing to give a just priee for whatever 
he buys. He would not willingly or knowingly, deal 
in any article that would hurt the health, or the morals, 
of any body, whatever advantage he might gain from 
it himself: nor would he tempt any persons to lay 
out more money with him, than they can prudently 
afford ; he would ratha*, whai he can da it properly^ 
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caadon them against excess, and extravagance. In all 
his dealings, he endeavours to keep in mind, the great 
Christian rule, of doing to others as he would wish 
thej should do to him. 

He does not, in any case, great or small, defraud the 
government of its dues : but he fireelj pays, to the 
uttermost ferthing, every tax and duty which he owes. 
He loves his king and his country : and he grudges 
not part of his earnings, that quietness, and order, and 
justice, and good laws, may be kept up in the land ; 
and that the king who rules orer us, and the officers 
who are under him, may be supported. '^ Our blessed 
Lord," says he, "commanded us to pay tribute; he 
paid it himself, and even wrought a miracle that he 
might pay a tax to government * : how then dare any 
persons, who call themselves Christians, despise his 
example, and break his commandments ?" 

The religious tradesman never tries to injure any 
persons who are in the same business as himself ; and 
he is especially careful not to hurt their character. He 
says : " Let them do the best they can, honestly and 
fairiy, for themselves and their families ; and so will I. 
The world is large enough for them, and me too." 
Nay, when he has a proper opportunity, he is willing, 
and glad, to serve them. 

Section 12, 
The religious tradesmen continued. 

The religious tradesman is a kind master; papng 
all proper attention to the health, the morals, and the 
happiness, of his servants and his workmen. He allows 

• Matthew xxu. 21. ; xvii, 27. 
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them all a reasonable prioe for their laboiHr^ and their 
services; and pays it to them as soon aa it is due. 
He frequently gives,, or l^ida them, good hooks to 
read. When he sees them do wrong,, he admonishes 
them. He teaches them what is good, and just, and 
proper : and especially he requires of them, constantly 
to attend public worship ; to keep holy the sabbath- 
day; to reverence the name of God;; to be sober,, 
cleanly, frugal, and industrious.. 

To his ^prentices, he is almost like a father.. ^^ They 
are, indeed," saya he, ^^ the children whom Providence 
has intrusted to my care, for a time : I must do the 
best I can for them, for hi& sake, and theirs, and my 
own conscience' sake" He treats them, in every respect,, 
as he would wish his own diildren to be treated, if they 
ware in the same situation. He diligently instructs 
them in his business. They have their meals with, hiib ;; 
and he keeps them, as much as possible, under his own 
eye. Every Sunday, they walk in company witk him 
and his family,, to the house of God.. When they re- 
turn thence, he kindly inquires of themiwhat instruc- 
tion they have gained &om all they have heard ; ex- 
plains, to tbem what tkey did not imderstand; reminds 
them of what they have forgotten ; and often tells them 
what benefit he has received himself. In the evening* 
he instructs them along with his own children.. At lei- 
sure hours, he converses cheerfully with them ; freely 
gives them his advice ; and allows them every indul- 
gence that is innocent and prudent. He wishes to 
make evenings at home pleasant and profitable to them. 

He often says to them : " When your apprenticeship 
is over, and you have worked journeyman's work for 
some time, it is very likely, that if you be steady, and 
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diligent, some respectable persons will take you into 
partnership, or, at least, allow you a share in their 
business ; or perhaps by the kindness of your Mends, 
you will be able to set up for yourselres. I hope you 
wish to put yourselves forward in the world : that is 
natural and proper. I did so ; and I have succeeded, 
as you see : but I will tell you how I succeeded. When 
I was an apprentice, I rose early in the morning : I 
remembered my duty to my Creator ; I prayed ear- 
nestly to him to give me his grace that I might be 
honest, and faithfiil, and able to resist every tempta- 
tion. I read every day in his good Book : I kept holy 
his sabbath, and his name ; I never idly roamed about 
' the streets and fields on Sundays. I never went into 
an ale-house, or a tavern, except I was sent thither by 
my master, on some necessary business ; and as soon as 
it was finished, I hastened away, as I would have done 
from a place where the plague was. When I saw the 
wicked, espedally those who would tempt me to evil 
courses, I turned from them, and avoided them as 
much as possible. I spent most of my leisure time 
in reading, either to myself, or aloud to the family,, 
such books as my master, or some other of my kind 
friends, recommended ^ me : and by this means, I 
gained a great deal of knowledge, for my years.. Books,^ 
a. walk now and then into the coi^itiiy with some of 
my master s family, or a visit to, my fri^ids, wei'e 
amusements enough for me : I had so much else to do, 
and to think of., What little mpney I had, I was care% 
fill no^ to, spend foolishly ; apd when I worked jour- 
neyman's work, I sav^' a grea.t part of my wages, I 
learned my masters trade thoroughly. I pleased him, 
9.nd almost a^ his customers and friends. I wa& joumey- 

E 6; 
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man to my master for sereral years. I did not marry 
till, with my sarings and my business, I had enough to 
provide for a family comfortably : *and I made ehoice 
of an industrious, managing woman ; and a good and 
pious woman too. At length, my master let me into a 
share in his business; and when he left off business^ 
he gave up the whole to me. Now, why may not yoa 
proi^r in the world, as I have done ; and as many 
others have done, who were poor, friendless lads, when 
they first set out in life? I do not tell you these 
things to boast of myself: I know that I should hare 
come to no good without God's blessing and help. 
But that blessing and help, you may obtain : only ask 
for them humbly and earnestly, through the merits and 
mediation of our great Redeemer ; and do your best 
to deserve them.** 

On Saturday evening, tibte shop, warehouse, and ac- 
count-books, of the religious tradesman, are shut ; and 
they are not opened again till Monday momii^. In his 
family, there is no buying or selling, no settling accounts 
or taking orders, no receiving or sending letters, no tra- 
velling, on the sabbath-day. ^' We work hard all the 
week," says he : '^ let us take the rest which our blessed 
Lordallows us one day in seven. Let our servants and 
our cattle rest : for they too have worked hard ; and 
they too need the rest, which the gracious God of all 
has appointed. — O, how pleasant it is after a week's 
hard labour, and perplexity, to have a day of rest ! 
Let us not always be taken up with the things of this 
world : let us have a little time to think of a better 
world ; and to prepare ourselves for it." 
. People who are careful of their money, like to deal with 
the religious tradesman. They know that he will not he 
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nor deceive them, nor take any un&ir advantage of them. 
He will not pay them money, or notes, which he be- 
lieves, or only suspects, to be bad ones. They look upon 
him rather as a fnend, willing to advise and to assist, 
than as an enemy, anxious to take every opportunity 
to impose upon them, and even to ruin them. And 
good people too, like to deal with the religious trades- 
man. They love to encourage those who are good: 
and they know that when he has provided properly for 
himself and his family, he will not spend the remainder 
of his earnings in folly, in riotous living, or in any ex- 
travagance ; but in acts of kindness and of charity, and 
in promoting the glory of God, and the happiness of 
men. 

Section 13. 

The Christian neighbour. 

The Christian neighbour earnestly endeavoureth to 
do to others, whatsoever he would that they should do 
to him. He rendereth to all their dues : tribute, to 
whom tribute is due ; custom, to whom custom ; fear 
to whom fear ; honour, to whom honour. He dealeth 
not falsely ; nor defraudeth his neighbour, in any mat- 
ter. He would rather take wrong, and suffer himself 
to be defrauded, than do wrong, and defraud. He with- 
holdeth not good from him to whom it is due, when it 
is in the power of his hand to do it : and saith not to his 
neighbour ; " Go, and come again, and to-morrow I 
will give ;" when he hath it by him. He restoreth 
that which was delivered him to keep, or the lost thing 
which he found. If he seeth his neighbour's ox, or his 
sheepf go astray, he bringeth them again to his neigh- 
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bour: Dr if his neighbour be not nigh unto him, or he 
know him not, he bringeth them to his own house, 
and letteth them be with him, until his neighbour seek 
after them ; and then he restoreth them unto him. In 
like manner he doth with all lost things which he hath 
found. 

As much as lieth in him, he lireth peaceably with all 
men. He studieth to be quiets and to do his own busi- 
ness. He putteth away all bitterness, and wrath, and 
clamour, and evil speaking with all malice. He is a 
peacemaker. 

H& is kindly affectionate. He loyeth not in word, 
neither in tongue ; but in deed, and in truth. He is 
pitiful and tender-hearted ; courteous, gentle, and easy 
to be entreated ; full of mercy ; without partiality ; and 
without hypocrisy. He suffereth long, and is kind ; he 
envieth not ; he vaunteth not himself; he is not puffed 
up ; doth not behave himself unseemly ; seeketh not his 
own; is not easily provoked ; thinketh no evil;, re- 
joiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth. He 
comforteth the feeble-minded ; . supporteth the weak ;. 
and is patient towards all men. He visiteth the father- 
less and widows in their affliction. He is eyes to the 
blind ; ^nd feet to the lame. He rejoiceth with them 
that do rejoice ; and weepeth with them that weep. As. 
he hath opportunity, he doth good to all men ; especially 
to them who are of the household of faith. He is not 
weary in w^l doing; knowing that in due season, we • 
shall reap, if we faint not. 

He judgeth not. He avengeth not himself ; but he foi:- 
gireth others, even as God, for Christ's sake, forgiveth 
him. He rejoiceth not when his enemy falleth; nor is 
glad when he stumbleth. If his enemy hunger, he 
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feedeth him ; if he thirsty he giveth him drink. H^ 
dath good to them that hate him ; hlesseth them that 
cuise him ; and prajeth for them that despitefully 
use him, and persecute him. 

He slandereth not his neighbour, nor backbiteth with 
his tongue ; nor imagineth evil against his brother in 
his heart. He raiseth not a false report; nor goeth up 
and down as a talebearer. He beareth not false witness 
against his neighbour ; nor is witness against him with« 
out cause. He deceiveth not, but speaketh the truth in 
love. He bridleth his tongue ; and ruleth his spirit. 
No corrupt communication proceedeth out of his mouth ;. 
but that which is good, to the use of edifymg, that it 
may minister grace to the hearers. 

He walketh circumspectly and honestly ; not in riot- 
ing, and drunkenness, and wantonness, and strife-.. He 
is not slothful in business. He doth all things decent- 
ly, and in order. He abstaineth from every appearance 
of eyil. His moderation is known unto all men. He 
followeth not a multitude to do evil.. He withdraweth 
jhimself from crery one thjEit walketh disorderly; yet 
eounteth him not as an enemy, but admonisheth him 
as a brother. He is a companion of them that fear the 
Lord ; and of them that keep his precepts. — His light 
so shineth before men, that they, seeing his good works, 
glorify his Father, who is in heaven. 

He submitteth himself to every ordinance of man, for 
the Lord's sake ; whether it be to the king, as supreme ; 
er to governors, as to them that are sent by him for 
the punishment of evil doers, and for the praise of them 
that do well. He speaketh not evil of the ruler of the 
people, nor of dignities; nor despiseth governments. 
He honoureth the king. He feareth the Lord, and the 
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king ; and he meddleth not with them that are giren to 
change. He prayeth for all men : for kings, and for all 
that are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life, in all godliness and honesty. 

Is he a young man ? He submitteth himself to the 
dder : he rebuketh not an elder, but entreateth him 
as a father. He riseth up before the hoary head, and 
honoureth the face of the old man. He fleeth youth- 
ful lusts. He is sober-minded. 

Is he the father of a family ? He commandeth his 
children, and his household, to keep the way of the 
Lord, and to do justice. He traineth them up in the 
way they should go. He provideth for those of his 
o¥im house ; and leaveth an inheritance to his children's 
diildren. 

Is he an aged man? His hoary head is a crown 
of glory, being found in the way of righteousness. 
He is grave, temperate ; sound in faith, in charity, in 
patience ; an example unto the flock. 

Is he rich ? He is not high-minded ; nor trusteth in 
uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us 
fireely all things to enjoy : he is rich in good works ; 
ready to distribute ; willing to communicate ; and con-- 
descendeth to men of low estate. He showeth mercy 
and compassion : he oppresseth not the widow, nor 
the fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor. When hia 
h^rds and his flocks multiply, and his silver and his 
gold are multiplied, and all that he hath, is multiplied ; 
he saith not in his heart : ^^ My power, and the might 
of my hand, have gotten me this wealth :" but he re- 
m^nbereth the Lord his God ; for it is he who giveth 
power to get wealth. 
Is he poor ? With quietness, he worketh, and eateth 
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his own bread ; and laboureth, night and day, that lie 
may not be chaigeable to any, nor eat any man's bread 
for naught. He worketh with his hands the thing 
which is good, that he may have to give to him that 
needeth. He doth not steal, nor covet ; nor take the 
name of his God in vain. He is content with such 
things as he hath. He remembereth that it is the Lord 
who maketh poor, and maketh rich ; who bringeth low, 
and lifteth up ; and who regardeth not the rich more 
than the poor, for they are all the work of his hands : ' 
and that the poor, as well as the rich, have the Gospel 
preached unto them. 



( 11* ) 

CHAPTER IV. 

DIALOGUES. 



Section 1. 



The two daughters: a fable - 

Rachel and Phebe were two country lasses, the pride 
of the village where they lived : both very handsome, 
but exceedingly different. The unaffected Rachel's chief 
attention, was, to assist the infirmities of an aged pa- 
rent, whom severe illness confined to his cottage. She 
tended his flock, by the woodside. Her hands were 
generally employed in some useful work : and while she 
knit, or spun, to procure her old father a more tolerable 
subsistence, the cheerfulness of her songs expressed a 
contented heart. Her dress, though very poor, was 
always neat and clean : she studied no ornament in it ; 
and if the neighbours commended her person, she lent 
them very little attention. 

Phebe had been brought up under a careless mother. 
She knew very well that she was exceedingly pretty. 
On holydays, nobody was so spruce as she. Her hat 
was wreathed with flowers, or ribands. She loved 
dancing, and sporting on the green. Many of the young 
* shepherds, as thoughtless as herself, courted and admired 
her ; and she believed every word they said. Yet she 
felt many a discontent. Sometimes, her head-dress would 
be less becoming than she wished : sometimes, she would 
fancy that a favourite shepherd slighted her ; or that a 
newer face was more admired than hers. She was one 
morning sitting very thoughtful under a poplar, tying up 
a nosegay, when she heard Rachel, who was concealed 
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from her only by the sliade of some bushes, singing with 
a merry heart, a song in praise of industry. Phebe 
could not help interrupting her in the midst of it : and 
when she went towards her, found her busy in plying 
the distaff, which was fixed to her side. The two 
maidens thus conversed together. 

Phebe. How is it possible, Rachel, that you should be 
always so cheerful, in leading a life of such drudgery ? 
what charms can you find in it? How much better 
would it become your years to be dancing at the May- 
pole, where some rich farmer's son might probably fall 
in love with you I 

Rachel. I prefer this way of life ; and I see you 
very unhappy in yours. I am sensible, I am doing 
what I ought. I see myself the comfort of a good 
fether, who supported my helpless infancy ; and who 
now, in his old age, wants this return of duty. When 
I have pinned the fold at night, I return home, and 
cheer him with my company. I dress his little supper ; 
and partake of it with more pleasure, than you have 
at a feast. In the mean-<time he tells me stories of 
his younger days ; and instructs me by his experience. 
I often read to him the Bible, or some other good 
book. This, Phebe, is my life. I have no great ex- 
pectations; but every cheerful hope, that can make 
the heart light and easy. 

Phebe. Well, Rachel, I shall not dispute your 
taste. My father is able enough, by his own labour, to 
provide for his family : and my mother never set us the 
example of working. It is true we are poor : but who 
knows what good fortune may throw in our way ? Youth 
is the proper time for mirth, and pleasure : and I do 
not care how hardly I fare, provided I can get a smart 
gown and bonnet. 
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Rachel. O Phiebe, this is verj prettj for the pre- 
sent ; but in what will it end ? do you think that 
smoothness of face will always last? Yon poor old 
woman, who limps upon her crutches, was once, they 
say, as handsome as you. Her youth passed without 
^igaging any body's real affection to her : yet her good 
name was lost, among the follies in which she engaged. 
Poverty and age came on together : she has long been 
a burthen to the village, and to herself. She can do 
nothing to maintain herself; and every body grudges 
her what she has. 

Phebe. Ill-natured creature, to compare me with a 
hag, whom all the country abhors ! I wish you would 
come to the pastimes : they would put you in a bet- 
ter humour. Besides, you would there hear what the 
shepherds say to this Phebe, whom you are pleased to 
despise. 

Rachel. I do not despise you, Phebe : but I wish 
you well, and I would fain see you as happy as 
myself. — But I talk like an old man's daughter; 
and I am little heeded. Go, pretty butterfly, and 
rejoice in the summer of thy days : let me, like the 
homely but industrious ant, lay up some provision for 
the winter ! 

Ss:cTioN 2. 

The con-scientioug nm»on» 

*^To-MORRow," said the foreman of a master mason, 
to one of his work-people, ^^ you must look after some 
of the men ; there is a piece of work to be done for the 
king, with all possible speed." " Sir," replied the man, 
"you have forgotten yourself; to-morrow is the sab- 
bath-day." — " I know that as well as you ; but the king's 
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business requires haste, and it must be attended to on 
Sunday*." — " Sir, we ought not to work on the sab- 
bath-day for any man ; except it were to quench fire, 
or on other necessary occasions." — "What! does re- 
ligion make you a rebel against your king V — " No, 
sir ! religion teaches me to honour the king. Sabbath- 
bteakers, swearers, drunkards, and other wicked people, 
are the greatest enemies the king has ; for these draw 
down God's judgment both upon king and country." — 
*' If you will not obey me, you shall lose your busi- 
ness." — " I cannot help that. Though it may be ten 
pounds out of my way, to be turned out of my work at 
this time of the year, I will not wilfully ofiend God : 
I would much rather want bread ; nay, I would rather 
see my wife and children beg their bread barefooted." — 
^^ I always took you to be as honest a man as any I 
have in the work ; and I could have trusted you with 
five hundred pounds." — " So you might, and not have 

* Certainly, if the king (George the Second) had known that 
the masons were ever set to work for him, on Sundays, he would 
have forbidden it. — King George the Third, until it pleased the 
Almighty to take his reason from him, always " remembered 
the sabbath-day, to keep it holy ;" and wished that all other 
]>eople should do so too. His behaviour, when he attended diyine 
serrice, was uncommonly solemnand devout. — He wasonly twenty- 
two years of age when he came to the throne. On the very evening 
of the day on which he was crowned, he wrote a prayer, imploring 
the divine blessing on his reign. In the first speech which he made 
from the throuQ, he said : ^ As the best means to draAlnwii 
fiivour on my reign, it is my fixed purpose to countenance and 
encourage the practice of true religion and virtue :" and he did 
80. — He contributed, very handsomely, to the establishing of 
schools throughout the nation ; and he expressed an earnest 
desire that every child in his dominions, might be able to read 
the Bible. 
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lost one penny by me." — " But I haye a bad opinion of 
you now." — " Master, I have the odds of you ; for I have 
a much worse opinion of myself, than you can have." 

At night, when the mason went to receive his wages, 
the foreman said to him : " Are you still obstinate ?" 
" I am determined," replied he, " not to break the sab- 
bath. I will run the hazard of wanting bread, rather 
than not keep God's commandments." — ^The pious 
mason spent a very comfortable sabbath-day ; and re- 
ceived the sacrament of the Lord's supper. 

On the Monday morning, he went to the Exchequer, 
to take care of his tools, not expecting to work there 
any more. But the foreman spoke kindly to him, and 
bade him set the men to work : and from that time, 
gave him better business than before ; nor had he set 
any body to work on the Sunday. 

The poor mason rejoiced that he had obeyed God 
rather than man ; and that his having refused to join in 
breaking one of the great commandments, had been the 
means of preventing others from doing it. He experi- 
enced " that all things work together for good, to them 
that love God ;" " great peace have they that love the 
law of the Lord ;" and, " when a man's ways please the 
Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with 
him *." 



Section 3. 

A Gentleman and a poor woman, at Paris, were 
crossing the river, at the same time, in a boat. The 

• RomaxiB viii. 28. Psalm cxix. 165. Proverbs xvi. 7. 
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gentleman entered into conyersation with tlie woman ; 
and being told in what part of the city she liyed, said : 
*' What is your employment ?" — " I bring up my chil- 
dren; and I spin. My husband works in the quarries." — 
" What are you going to do, on the other side of the 
river ?" — " I am going to Roule, to buy some bread of 
my baker." — " Your baker lives very far from you." — 
*' I go thither every third day to get bread ; I never buy 
any elsewhere." — " You do so then, I suppose, in order 
to pass away your time." — "Sir, do not judge too 
hastily. My baker is a very good man. My poor hus- 
band fell sick : we were in distress, and forsaken by every 
body. The baker alone spoke kindly to us. ^ Be not 
discouraged, good woman,' said he : ' better days will 
come, I hope.' For three months he let us have bread, 
on credit. God be thanked, things have mended with n« ; 
and we have paid the baker. Some circumstances have 
since obliged him to leave our neighbourhood ; and to 
settle at Roule. He has not yet so much business there, 
as he had with us ; and I take my money to him, and 
get my bread of him : but had he the king's business, 
I woidd still go and buy bread of him ; he was so kind 
and good to us." 

Section 4. 

The parents' lamentation. 

John Hill was a plain, honest farmer. He lived at 
Woodhurst, about two miles from St. Ives in Hunting- 
donshire. A gentleman who was well acquainted witili 
hiin, and much attached to him, being returned into 
the country, after an absence of many years, paid a 
Tisit to him and his wife. They rejoiced much to see 
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him ; and treated him rerj kindly, setting before him 
the best that their house and farm afforded. ^' Sir," 
said the good woman, as they sat at a plentiful repast, 
^' mj master tells me, you have not been in this coim- 
try, since our dear lost lore was a child ! — He was a 
grown up youth, as sightly as eyes could look on !"— 
^' And so good, so dutiful, so steady !" said the husband.— 
" Yes ; but we doated on him too much. His &ther 
did not know where to hear, or see enough of him : 
we were too proud of him, poor love ! so God took him 
from us. We have none but ourselves now : an only 
son gone ! He was not taken from us, though, all at 
once ; he went gradually ; he was seven weeks going 
from 'us: and his disorder, a consumption, sir, did 
not give him much pain. All these things are to be 
considered. His father and I used to walk him every 
night up and down this room, just as if we were his 
crotches . now he would lean most on one, then on the 
other; sometimes throw his arms round John Hill's neck, 
then put his dear pale £dce in mine ; then stop out of 
breath, to sit down and rest in that old arm-chair, or, to 
say, when he felt life was almost out of him ; ' O father 
and mother! I love you both; — ^but we must part shortly. 
I know I must not stay with you much longer.' This 
was a warning, sir. He knew what was to happen : 
Qod knows it did happen. You may see the poor boy's 
grave to-morrow, sir. John can go with you ; or if his 
poor heart should be too full, and mine likewise^ you 
know the way to the old church-yard : and there the 
dear love lies, with words on the stone of his own 
choosing; and Sally Royston's grave is close by.-— 
Ptay, sir, go and look at them." 
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'^ He died on a Sabbath-day nigbt," obserred John 
Hill. — " Yet on the Sunday morning," said the afflicted 
mother, ^^ he was so well, and he had so nice a flush 
on his cheek, that he said, as he was better, and as it 
was the Lord's-day, he would try to sit up a little : so 
he sat up a little ; but, as I was making up his pillows, 
he complained he was so sore, that I bruised him. * But 
HB who can wound, can heal, mother,' said he ; ^ and 

i^ after all, I should recover .' This speech put 

U8 in such spirits, that we did not know how to con- 
lain ourselves : but, as we feared to flatter him, my 
husband and I went to talk about the joyful thoughts 
by ourselves ; and, to be sure, a blessed afternoon we 
had ! Our dear love dozed a little the while ! but when 
we went up stairs again, — O the sorrowful change ! — his 
poor forehead had large drops standing on it, and his 
&ce was quite pale ! Putting my cheek on his, I could 
not help shrieking out : *' O my child, my child, how 
cold your lovely cheek is !' and I looked again at his 
forehead, open as the day, and I saw a thick, heavy 
dew on it: I knew they were death -drops; and so 
they proved !" 

" Had he lived till now," cried John, ** you might 
have seen his children, sir ; and I might have been a 
grandfather ! — ^Poor Sally Royston ! it was almost as bad 
for her as for us. They knew one another from their 
cradles." — "Sally was very kind and attentive after 
the death of her young friend," said the wife* — " She 
dressed prettily ; and was very handsome. — ^When our 
love was dying, she watched the whole night of his 
death ; but neither of us could do more than sit by the 
bedside, and bear one another up." 

**' Do you know, sir," said John, " my dame says. 
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when she gets back to her home after going to a neigh- 
bour s, the thought of our loss returns like a mountain ? 
and I could not struggle with it more stoutly than 
she, if a heavenly shower of tears did not come to re- 
lieve me." — *" Every thing I look on," said the poor 
mother, "and every drawer I open, here at home, 
brings him to my sorrowful mind." *' These, sir," ex- 
claimed she, taking a parcel from a drawer, "these 
copy-books are all of my dear child's own writing and 
enditing ! See, how well, poor love ! he cut his letters ! 
O me ! how often have I kissed the fingers and hands 
that wrote those words ! — I will tell you the last words 
that ever passed his dear lips : * Mother, the Lord 
did not forget me in the sixth trouble ; nor will he 
forget me now the seventh is upon me.' " 

" Surely," said the husband, taking his friend's 
hand, *' if he were on the other side of me, and this 
hand of mine were as fast in his, as this is in yours ; 
and I had you both to look at, first one, then the other, 
and my old mistress just where she is ; I should be almost 
too happy ! But I am thankful for what is : two of you 
are left ; and if the third is not in Heaven, the Lord 
have mercy on thousands and millions 1" 

The next morning, the gentleman went inta the vil- 
lage church-yard : where he found the graves of poor 
John Hill's son, who died January the ninth, 1792, in 
the twentieth year of his age ; and of the young woman, 
whom, if it had been the will of Providence, he would 
gladly have had for his daughter-in-law. 

The inscriptions were as follows : 

" A youth is laid beneath this stone : 
Death nip^^ the bud, the blossom's gone. 
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Be still each parent's sighing heart ; 
Time is but short that we shall part. 
When we again in glory meet, 
*T\vill turn past bitters all to sweet." 

*^ His friend, Sarah Royston, died of the same dis- 
otder, in 1793, twenty-three years old. 

« 

A pale consumption gave the fatal blow ; 
The stroke was certain, though th' effect was slow. 
"With lingering pain Heav n saw me sore oppressed. 
Pitied my sighs, and kindly gave me rest." 

Close to the gate of the church-yard^ John Hill 
met his friend. "I thought where I shcmM find you, 
sir, from what was ssad by dame last ni^t. Yes, there 
they are laid, poor loves ! — I seldom go by without a 
look at them, thoi^h sometimes I am so fboHsh, I am 
fein to turn my head the other way : yet, for th^ most 
part, I go right in, as close up to their graves as I 
suppose you have been, and stand' and cry over them, 
just like a child. I know it does me no harm ; for 
when I come away, I am all the better here at my 
heart, though sometimes I do not speak for the rest of 
the day." 

"I built this partly with my own hands, and my 
poor boy s that are now all dust,** sighed John, sorrow- 
ftdly, as he pointed to a neat but unfinished cottage, 
opposite the church ; " on purpose for my dame and 
myself, had my son and Sally lived to marry, and 
taken the farm : but as God took them, I broke away, 
not being able to stand it, so near to the poor loves' 
graves. — ^But, I believe, dame and I shall go into it our- 
selves, as we both think we should like to be n^ar the 

f2 
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children now ; and they lie close oyer against the room, 
to which that window, sir, belongs. As my wife says, 
why should we slaye in the farm any longer ? we hare 
nobody who cares much about us, to enjoy it afiter 
we are gone ; no son, no daughter, no grandchildren, 
as we might haye had, if it had pleased God ! And we 
haye enough to keep us aliye, perhaps longer than 
we wish : for we both hope to meet our dear boy again 
some day ; and if it were God's good will, I wish it 
were to-night. 'This night shalt thou be with thy 
Lord, in Paradise.' — You, no doubt, remember all about 
that, sir." 

'* It is my own ground, and that orchard is ours," 
continued John Hill, as he showed his friend the cottage 
premises. " Ay, sir, if you had seen how I worked 
and sowed, and planned and planted ! — ^But come, 
sir, let us go farther; this is all nothing now. — Mj 
child is dead ; and dame and I shall not be long after 
him. We ought to submit ; and we do ; only we can- 
not help wishing, more especially now you are with 
us, that the Almighty had pleased to let them close our 
eyes, instead of our closing theirs. I know it would 
haye done your heart good to see such a young man as 
he was, and such a young woman as Sally Royston, to 
come after us. But it was not to be : and God knows 
best whom to leaye ; and whom to take away/' 
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CHAPTER V- 

MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 



Section 1. 

On reading. 

To have good books, and to be able to read them 
well, is a great privilege. Tbey make us both wiser aud 
better. They instruct us in our duty ; and sweetly en • 
courage us to do it. They comfort us in our distresses, 
and afflictions. They pass away our leisure hours 
pleasantly and usefully : and the amusement which they 
afford, is cheaper than almost any other ; especially if 
we have an opportunity, as most people frequently have, 
of borrowing them. They are true friends ; excellent 
counsellors ; and agreeable companions. 

To read with advantage, the following directions are 
proper to be observed. 

1. Read with attention. When you are reading, try 
not to think of any thing else. People who read, 
without thinking what they are reading about, lose their 
time ; and they cannot be the wiser, or the better, for 
what they read. 

2. Reflect upon what you have read, or heard other 
people read ; and, if you have a proper opportunity, 
converse upon it. To relate what you have read, 
or heard, is the best way to help you to remember 
it yourselves. It may afford many useful and plea- 
sant subjects of conversation ; and may often prevent 
quarrelling, telling idle tales, silly joking, and talking 

p3 
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scandal. But if you haye no persons to conrerse with, 
who care to hear ahout such things, then think the 
more ; which is like conversing with yourselves. Some 
time or other, jou will, very probably, have friends or 
companions, who will like to hear what you have 
learned, and be instructed by it. — ^To help you to re- 
member any particular passages in a book, put in a 
loose paper, at each place ; or, if the book is your own, 
make a little mark with a pencil, and write th^ number 
of each page so marked, on a blank leaf at the end of 
the book : and before you lay aside the book, read over 
those passages two or three times. 

3. When you meet with a word, which you do not 
understand, ask the meaning of it, or look for it in a 
dictionary; and try to remember it, in order that you 
may not be at a loss when you meet with it again. If 
you have not a dictionary, nor any person near you 
whom you can ask, read the^hole sentence over agaan^ 
very attentively ; and perhaps you will be able to make 
out the meaning of the word which you wish to under- 
stand. Many things seem difficult at fiiBt ; but when 
they have been read over two or three times, and well 
considered, ihey are fully understood. 

4. Do not aim to run through a great many books, 
even if you could easily procure them, and have plenty 
of leisure ; but rather read a few, well-chosen books^ 
slowly and attentively, and several times over. When 
you have finished reading a book, consider, before you 
begin another, what you have learned from it, that is 
useful, and most worth remembering. If it contained 
an account of good persons, or actions, eonsdder whether 
you have done your best to imitate them. If it in- 
structed ypu in some particular duty,, consider whether 
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jou hare done your best to practise it. — A little read 
in this way, is more improring than many volumes, 
however excellent in themselves, read over in a hasty, 
careless manner. 

5. Never read in working hours ; especially if you 
are in service, or, any way, engaged to work for others. 
And never take other people's books to read, without 
their leave. 

6. Be careful. not to lose your books; or to soil, or 
any way, damage them, more than you can help. Put 
covers on those which you frequently use. Do not turn 
down the comers, or any part of the leaves ; but when 
you wish to know where you leave off, or to find any 
particular part, put in a slip of paper, or some other 
little mark. In turning over the leaves, do not wet your 
finger ; that is not at all necessary, and soils a book very 
much : but with your forefinger just touch the leaf, either 
at the top, or the bottom, and it will immediately sepa- 
rate from the rest. Be particularly careful of borrowed 
books. Ketum them, with thanks, to the owners, as 
soon as you have done with them, or think they will 
be wanted : never wait to be asked for them. 

7. Let nothing tempt you to read a bad book, or 
song, or paper of any kind: if you have unawares 
begun it, do not finish it; throw it aside. -Wicked 
people often try to corrupt young persons by giving 
them bad books, or papers, to read. There are so many 
silly and wicked books in the world, that young people 
who wish to be wise and good, should be very oarefiil not 
to buy, or even to read, any book, without knowing 
bom. some person whom they can rely upon, whether 
it is proper for them to read. It is better not to read 
at all, than to read bad books. They put wicked, silly 
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thoughts into our minds; and drire out good ones. 
"A bad book," it is truly said, "is the worst of 
thieyes :" it robs us of ^me, money, and principles. 

8. If you can read well, and remember what you 
read, and if you have read many books, be careful that 
you do not become proud, or conceited ; or despise any 
persons, especially those of your own family, who are 
ignorant, or who can read but yery little. Consider 
that if they had had the kind friends, and the oppor-^ 
tunities of improrement, that you hare had, they * 
would, yery likely, haye been wiser than you are. 
Consider too, that they who know the best, ought to 
do the best ; and that they ought to take pleasure in 
instructing those, who haye not been so well taught as 
themselyes.—* How grieyous it must be for parents, es- 
pecially for those who haye spent a great deal of money^ 
and put themselyes to much inconyenience, that their 
children might haye more learning than themselyes^ to 
be despised or insulted by them, when they grow up ! 
Think of the good boy of Dundee ; his mother could 
not read, nor write : but he did not scorn her for that ; 
he taught her to read. Aboye all, think of the blessed 
child Jesus : who, after he had been sitting, at twelye 
yeans of age, ^ in the midst of the doctors both hear* 
ing them, and asking them questions, so that all who 
heard him were astonished at his understanding and hia 
an8W€»^ went down with his parents, and was subject 
unto them ; and increased in wisdom and stature, and 
in ikyour with God and man."* (Luke ii. 46 — ^52.) 

9. To read the Bible, and other good books, to people 
who haye neyer learned to read, or who are sick or blind^ 
or who haye not time to read, is yety kind and proper^ 
If you should sometimes think it troublesome gt fati-^ 
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guing, remember that if you do it with a patient, humble, 
and willing mind, you may improve yourselyes by it ; 
you may, very much, comfort, instruct, and oblige, those 
to whom you read ; and above all, you may please the 
great God himself, who never overlooks, or forgets,, 
any truly good action, however small it may appear^ 

10. When you read aloud to other people, pio-< 
noimce every word very distinctly. Mind the stops. 
Do not read so low that people can scarcely hear you ; 
nor so loud as to stun them. Lay the greatest stress, 
on the most important words in a sentence* Let 
your voice be a little lower at the end of a sentence, 
unless a question is asked. If ever you hear good 
readers, try to read as they do.. Pay great attention 
to what you read, in order that you may thoroughly 
understand it i no persons ean read properly what 
they do not understand. Avoid all disagreeable tones^ 
Read, as nearly as you can, in the same manner as 
you would teQ or speak the things, which you arc 
reading. 

11. A winterls evening will pass very pleasantly and 
profitably, if one of the family reads some instructive, 
amusing book, to the rest ; whilst they are employed in 
sewing, knitting, or other useful work : and all make, 
every now and then, such remarks, or inquiries, as 
they think proper, on what is read^ The fingers will 
move more nimbly, and steadily, whilst the mind iB thus 
amused and improved. An evening ^nt in lounging 
about, or in idle talk, or in sinful, expensive pleasures, 
would not afford half so much real amusement. What 
a great deal of usefLil knowledge, might, by this, 
means, be gained in one winter ! How pleasant home 
and the &mily fireside,, would become ! There would 



IdO mSCBLLANJBOUfi FHECEB. 

be no need to wand^ from them, especially to the ale^ 
house» or the tayerzi, for the sake of company, or of 
pafitime, <kr of hearing something newa And how 
sweetly, would the ev^iing dose, with family prayer, 
praise,, and thanksgiving, to the great Author of all 
good ; and with die revereat reading of some part of 
his most holy Word 1 

Section 2. 
On reading the Bible. 

Excellent and beautiful as many books are, and 
useful to be read, there is none so excellent, and beauti- 
ful, and useful to be read, as the Bible. It was written 
by the command of God himself. There, we read the 
finest histories ; the wisest sayings ; and the sweetest 
prayers, songs, and meditations. The Bible is proper 
for, all persons, in all countries, and in all times: for 
young and old, rich and poor ; for kings and subjects^ 
parents and children, husbands and wives, masters and 
servants. It teaches all persons their duty. It tella 
them of the great God, the Creator and Judge, the 
Eedeemer and Father ; that he loves all who love him^ 
and do that which is right in his ^es, whoever they 
are^ and whereyejr they live ; and it speaks very corn- 
fortably to all who repent of their sins. 

The Bible is not like other books, that we may 
read once, or twice; and then put away^ There ia 
always something to be learned in it, as long as we live. 
None are so wise, none so good, but they may be 
made wiser, and better, by reading this holy book: 
it teaches them the best wisdom, and the highest good-^ 
ness. None are so happy, but they may be made hap- 
pier by this blessed book : it tells them of a happinesa 
that never ends, ^^ which eye hath not seen, nor ear 
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heard ; neither hath it entered into the heart of man to 
conceive." None are so afflicted, but they may be com-- 
forted by this good book : it tells them of God, *'*' ready 
to pardon, gracious, and merciful; the father of the 
fatherless, and the judge of the widow :" and it tells 
tiiem of a blessed country, where ^'God shall wipe 
away all tears; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain." 

The greatest and wisest people that ever liyed m the 
worid, have highly rained and commended the Bible ; 
and reyerenoed it ; and studied it rery diligently. 

Edward the Sixth, king of England, was a young 
prince of extraordinary learning and genius. He loved 
his religion, and his Bible. One day, in the eounc^-^ 
chamber, a person having taken a Bible, which lay by, 
and stood upon it, to reach a paper that was wanted ; 
the king was displeased with him for making such a 
use of the Bible, rose ^om his seat, took up the Bible, 
kissed it, and, in a very reverent maimer, put it in its 
place. 

The .learned and pious judge Hale, in a letter to his 
children, says : " It has been my practice to require 
you, to be frequent in reading the Scriptuves, with due 
observation and understanding ; which will make you 
wise for this Hfe, and that which ia to come." And in 
a letter to his aon, he says r ^^ There is no book like the 
Bible for excellent leaming, wisdom, and use. It is 
want of understanding in them, who think or speak 
otherwise." 

Lord Rochester, in his kisl illness, would frequently 
lay hi& hand osk the Bible, and say : ^^ There, is true 
philosophy. Thereat )» the Msdom that apeaka to the 
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heart. — ^A had life ia the onlj grand ohjection to this 
hook/' 

^^ The Bihle^" sajs the oelehrated Bo jle, ^^ is a match- 
leas Tolume. It is impossible we can studj it too 
much, or esteem it too highly." 

Sir Isaac Newton was one of the most learned men 
that ever lived ; and he was veij pious. Amidst the great 
rariety of hooks which he studied, that which he lored 
the best, and read the most frequently, was the Bible. 

^' The more," says ardiibishop Seeker, ^^wie read and 
study these writings, with pious dispositions, and judi-- 
dous attention, the more we shall see, and feel, the 
haiid of God in them^" 

The late sir William Jones, one of his majestya 
judges in the East Indies, wrote, on the last leaf of hi& 
Bible, the following words: '^I have regularly and 
attentiyely read these Holy Scriptures; and am of 
opinion, that this volume, independently of its divine 
origin, contains more sublimity and beauty, more pure 
morality, more important history, and finer poetry and 
eloquence, than can be collected from all other books,, 
in whatever age or language they may have been 
eomposed/* 

^' I reconunend to your notice,** says bishop Watson,. 
^^ the advice which Mr. Locke gave to a young man, 
who was desirous of becoming acquainted with the 
doctrines oi the Christian religion. ^ Study the Holy 
Scriptures, especially the New Testament. Therein are 
contained the words of eternal life« It has €bd for it& 
author ; Salvation for its end ; and Truth, without anjr 
mixture of error, for its matter.' '* 

The Bible is a Book which every person who can 
lead, ought to have ; and carefully to preserve as one 
of the greatest treasures. Liet the first savings of every 
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young person who lias not a Bible, be spent in the pur-^ 
chase of one. — The following rules, if duly observed, 
will afford much assistance in making a proper use of 
the Bible. 

1. Read the Bible, and hear it read, and repeat any 
part of it, not only with attention, but with reverence. 
Always remember that it is not the word of men, but 
of the great God of Heaven and earth. 

2. Ekunestly and humbly desire to learn your duty 
from it; and make it the great Rule of your lives.. 
Consider, very attentively, whether you do those things 
which God, in his holy book, requires of you ; and 
avoid those things which he forbids. Resolve that, by 
the assistance of his grace, you will endeavour to prac- 
tise all his commands ; and be, as far as you can, like 
Christ. 

3. Look upon every part of the Bible as true and cer- 
tain. There are, indeed, some parts in it, that no per- 
son in this world can fiilly understand, or explain ; but 
God understands them ; good angels, and the spirits of 
just men, in Heaven, no doubt, understand them ; and 
whether we understand them or not, they are true, 
and we must believe them, because God has commanded 
them to be written, and he has commanded us to believe 
them. There are many things in the world, which we 
believe, and are sure of, though we do not understand them.. 
We see the sun, moon, and stars; and the wonderfrd 
earth we live upon, and the things that are on it : but 
we cannot tell how God made them, or how he pre- 
serves them. The wisest and greatest'persons on earth, 
could not cause the sun to shine one day, one hour, or 
minute ; or the rain to fall ; or the wind to blow : they 
could not make a tree, or even a flower, or a little 
insect, or the least of the things which God has made ; 
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nor tell how they could be made. And yet we know, 
very certainly, that the sun shines ; the rain falls ; the 
winds blow ; the trees and flowers grow ; and the lit- 
tle insects live. 

4. That the Holy Scriptures may make you " vnse 
unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus,** 
pray to the Lord very earnestly for the assistance of 
his good Spirit. Frequently, even when you do not 
kneel down, and make a formal prayer, say, with the 
psalmist : '*' Lord, open ' thou mine eyes, that I may 
behold the wondrous things of thy law ! Make me to 
understand the way of thy precepts ! Incline my heart 
unto thy testimonies ! Teach me to do thy will \*' 

5. Head some portion of the Bible every day ; and 
(^ften in the day, if you have an opportunity. It ia 
an excellent way, for those who have time, (and most 
have,) to read either before or after prayers in the mom* 
ing and evening, a few verses in the Psahns, Proverbs, 
Gospels, or Epistles; to pray for Gods blessing upon 
them ; and often to think of them in the course of the 
4ay. Many persons who must rise in the vrinter sea« 
son, befcN-e it is light, to go to their work, cannot, 
indeed, read the Bible, in the monting : but they may 
then, and at other times, reflect upon what they have 
read, or learned ; and in the evening, they Bftay, in thd 
busiest times. And opportunity to read it.-'^Beside& 
reading the Bible in tiiia way, all persons who ar^ come 
to years of discretion, ought to read the whole book 
regularly through, from the beginning to the end *« 

* For very young persons^ select parts of the Bible are most 
proper. The beautiful histories lu the Old Testament, and the 
history of our blessed Lord^ and his Apostles, in the New Testa- 
ment, when told, or readj^ in a simple, natural manners are vexy 
pleaidng and edti^g^ even tf^ young duldrea* 
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All may have leisure to read a few chapters on Sundays ; 
many have leisure on other days too. Though all the 
parts of the Bible are not alike beautiful, and impor- 
tant, all are good, and proper to be read. " AH Scrip- 
ture," says the apostle Paul, '^ is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction in righteousness ; that the man 
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works." — Some very excellent books have been 
written to explain the Bible : if you can procure any 
of those, that are most suitable for you, and read them 
attentively, they will enable you to understand many 
difficult passages ; to make good and proper remarks 
on what you read ; and to improve from it, much more 
than you could do without such assistance. 

6. Often meditate upon what you read in the Bible ; 
and when you have a proper opportunity, converse 
upon it. When you close the holy Book, never go to 
your work, or begin to talk on worldly matters, without 
a few moments' serious consideration on what you have 
been reading. — Happy will it be for you, if by frequent 
and reverent reading of the Bible, and meditation 
upon it, and prayer, joined with the Divine blessing, 
you can say with the royal psalmist : '* O Lord, thy 
law is my delight. Thy commandments are ever with 
me. How sweet are thy words unto my taste ! yea, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth. Through thy pre- 
cepts I get understanding. Thy word is a lamp unto 
my feet ; and a light unto my path. I hate vain thoughts ; 
but thy law do I love. I love thy commandmenta 
above gold; yea, above fine gold. I esteem all thy 
precepts concerning all things to be right ; and T hate 
every false way. — ^Let the words of my mouth, and the 
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meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, 
Lord, my strength and my Redeemer T 



Section 3. 

Advice to servants*. 
1. On the choice qf place. 

Engage yourselves cautiously. Always prefer sober^ 
regular families, even if you could have higher wages^ 
or less work to do, elsewhere. — ^It is, in general, safer 
and better, especially for young persons first leaving 
home, to go into small families : they are there more 
under the care and notice of their masters and mis- 
tresses ; and less exposed to the bad example, and bad 
advice, of fellow-servants. 

If you have been well brought up, and have a good 
character, you will seldom be at a loss to find proper 
places, in your own neighbourhood ; and to hire your- 
selves in a private, respectable way. But if ever you 
should be under the necessity of standing for hire at 
any statutes ; or of making application at public re- 
gister offiices ; be very careful not to engage yourselves, 
to any persons, without inquiring, (not of turned-off 
servants, but of people whom you can safely depend 
upon,) what character, and what kind of families, they 
have : nor without knowing of them what they will 
require of you ; and particularly whether they will allow 
you, on Sundays, regularly to attend the public worship 
of your God, Many young persons, for want of proper 

• The greater part of this adviee to servants, is equally proper 
to be observed by apprentices^ and by work-people in general. 
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care and thought on snch occasibns, haye got into sad 
places, and ruined themselves. 

Do not go to London, or any other large city, in 
search of a place, unless you have kind and reputable 
friends there, with whom you can prudently stay, till 
you meet with a proper situation. No safe and profit- 
able places are to be met with, in London, or any 
where else, without proper recommendations, and the 
assistance of friends. — In all large cities, especially in 
London, there are so many snares and temptations, and 
so much wickedness, that unless young persons can 
meet with very excellent situations, or have very good 
and prudent friends there, they are much better in 
places in the country. 

When you are in a sober service, whether in town 
or country, do not indulge yourselves in a rambling, 
fickle disposition ; nor suffer yourselves to be tempted 
away, for the sake pf rather higher wages, or a little 
more liberty to do evil. Long and faithful service is 
very creditable. It is truly called, " a good inheritance." 
Servants who frequently change their places, get but 
a poor character, and few true friends ; and they sel- 
dom prosper in the world. 

If indeed you are in situations, where, with your best 
endeavours, you cannot obtain reasonable support, or 
live in any degree of peace and comfort ; and, above 
all, where your health, morals, or character, are in any 
danger ; you ought to change as soon as you have a 
proper opportunity. But beware of giving warning in 
a pet, merely because you are found fault with, or have 
not every little favour and indulgence you could wish. 
Put up with many inconveniences, and even hardships, 
rather than foolishly throw yourselves out of a suitable 
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place, or run the risk of hurting your character. Manj 
persons who have left their places without propen thought, 
have come to shame and distress ; and they would glad- 
ly have accepted of situations far worse than those 
which they once despised. You will no where meet 
with a place in which you will have every thing you 
desire ; unless you should he of so Christian a spirit, as 
to desire nothing hut what God appoints for you. Re- 
member that this world is, at hest, but a state of trial. 

When, after due consideration, and consulting with 
your friends, and imploring the Divine guidance, you 
are convinced that it is proper to leave your place, do 
not fail, before you look out for another situation, to 
acquaint your master and mistress with your intention, 
in a very civil and respectful manner ; and all the time 
you continue with them, do your best to give satisfao^ 
tion, and to part with them on friendly terms. — Some 
servants, when they are dissatisfied with their places, 
instead of mentioning their objections to their masters, 
or mistresses, and giving a fair warning, neglect their 
business, or behave ill, in order to get turned away : 
but this is very improper conduct ; and it very much 
hurts their character. 

Never desire, or expect, your masters or mistresses, 
to give you a better character, to any persons who may 
apply to them about you, than they fully believe you 
deserve : for if they were to do so, they would break 
the laws of God, which absolutely forbid all Ij'ing and 
deceiving; and they would break the laws of their 
country. Every master or mistress, who gives a ser- 
vant a false character, is liable to a penalty of twenty 
pounds. — The surest and only honest way to gain a 
good character, is, by constaAtly behaving well, to de- 
serve it. 
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If CTer you should be out of place, and hare no 
home to go to, be cautious where you lodge. Living 
in a disreputable house, even if you should behave, 
while you are there, in the most prudent manner, will 
hurt your character; and will, most likely, prevent 
your getting into a good place. 

2. On behaviour to fimsters and mistresses. 

When you are in service, be diligent to understand 
your business, and to do it, thoroughly. Keep at your 
work as long, and as steadily, as can fairly be expected 
from you. Your masters have agreed to pay you 
wages, and to provide you with food and lodging, and, 
perhaps, even with part of your clothing ; and, in re- 
turn, you have engaged to give them all reasonable la<- 
hour, and care, and pains. If you waste any part of 
your working-time in absolute idleness, or in loitering 
about, or if you do your work in a negligent, slovenly 
manner, you defraud your masters of what is due to 
them : you break your word ; you rob them, as much 
as if you were actually to take money out of their poc- 
kets. You are paid; as if you did your best. 

Be desirous to do more than is required, or expect- 
ed, of you, and more than you positively engaged for, 
rather than less. In busy times, or when there is any 
sickness in your master s family, do not grudge a little 
extraordinary labour, or fatigue. Willing and cheerful 
service is always very pleasing, especially on such oc- 
casions; and it is seldom overlooked, or forgotten, 
even by unkind masters and mistresses. 

Bise early. This is a very necessary practice ; but 
if you have been accustomed to slothfulness and over- 
indulgence, you will find it a very difficult one. If, 
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however, you persevere in it, for some time, it will 
become easy to you, and even pleasant : and you will 
wonder that you could ever have taken delight, in 
wasting so much precious time in sluggishness ; hurt* 
ing your health and spirits ; robbing your masters of 
part of the labour which they pay you for ; and getting 
their ill word, and the ill word of almost every body 
who knows you. People may bring themselves, by 
habit, to wake, and rise, regularly at such an hour, 
every morning. 

Obey the orders which your masters, or mistresses, 
give you ; obey them at once, and cheerfully : always 
remembering that it is their duty to command, and 
yours to obey ; and that it is the great God himself, 
who appoints to all persons their stations, and their 
duties. Do every thing, as exactly as possible, at the 
time, and in the way, which they desire ; even if you 
should think your own time, and way, would be best. 
Surely, it is the right of masters and mistresses to have 
their own work done at the time, and in the maimer, 
they like : no doubt, you will think so yourselves, if 
ever you i^hould have servants of your own. 

When your masters, or mistresses, find fault with 
you, or give you orders which do not quite suit your 
own f[incies, do not answer pertly, nor mutter to your- 
selves, nor show any anger or suUenness ; even if you 
should think they reprove you more than is necessary, 
or use you unkindly. 

Look at your masters and mistresses very respect- 
fully, whilst they are speaking to you ; attend to what 
they say ; and when they have done speaking, express 
in a few civil words, your readiness to obey. Never 
rudely contradict them. When it seems proper for you 
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to mention your own opinion or desire, or to complain 
of any grievance which you think might he redressed, 
do it in the most respectful manner you can» 

If ever you should he so imfortunate, as to he required 
by your masters or mistresses, to tell an untruth, or to 
break any of God's commandm^its, certainly you ought 
to '^ fear and obey God rather than men ;" (Matthew x. 
28. Acts y. 29 ;) and run the risk of losing your places^ 
bowever profitable they may be to you : but still yon 
must excuse yourselves in a decent, and modest, though 
resolute manner. It is but very seldom, however, that 
prudent, well-disposed servants are required by their 
masters, or mistresses, to do any unlawful or wicked 
actions : and when they are, a little respectful remon*- 
strance from them, will mostly be sufficient to excuse 
them from obeying. Masters and mistresses know very 
well that if they were to part with a servant, on such 
an account, their own character would suffer; and 
most persons wish to keep servants who truly fear the 
Lord, for they are faithful in all things. 

Be strictly honest. Never give, or lend, or take fot 
yourselves, any thing, not even a rag, or the least scrap 
of victuals, that you are not allowed to have. Neither 
rob, cheat, nor in any way, defraud your masters, or 
mistresses, yourselves ; nor see them robbed, cheated, 
or in any way, defrauded, by other people, without in- 
forming them of it, and putting them on their guard. 

If you are commissioned to buy, or sell, any goods 
for them, do it honestly, faithfully, and to the best of 
jour judgment. Tty to make as good bargains for 
them, as you would do for yourselves. Return all 
the change that is due to them, keeping back nothii^ 
for yourselves. See that every thing you buy, or sell, 
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is of proper weight or measure ; and as far as you 
can judge, of a proper quality for the price. If the 
choice of shops is left to you, go to those whose owners 
have the best character, and the best goods. For fear 
that in bujdng, or selling,, you should be temped to 
wrong your masters, or mistresses, or be suspected 
of unjust dealings, receive no present from any shop« 
keepers, or other persons, with whom you have money 
matters to settle on your masters' or mistresses* ac- 
count, except it be with the knowledge and consent 
of your masters or mistresses themselves. Refuse such 
presents civilly; but very steadily. Never take for 
your own use, any money vrith which you are in- 
trusted ; even if you should fully intend, and expect, 
<o restore it, before it is wanted, or even missed. Settle 
h\\ money matters as soon as possible ; and be exact in 
them, even to a farthing. 

Do every part of your work, in its proper season. 
Keep every thing that you have the care of, in order ; 
and thoroughly clean. Take pleasure in making thii^ 
last as long, and go as far, as you can ; and in having 
them neat and handsome, with as little expense as 
possible. Keep in your memory an Inventory of the 
things in your care ; or, if they are numerous, have a 
written inventory of them : compare it with the things 
once or twice a year, or oftener ; and endeavour to have 
it, now and then, properly examined by those whom 
you serve. When an accident happens to anything 
that you have the care of, fail not to mention it, on the 
earliest opportunity; and if you have been at all te 
blame, promise, and endeavour, to be more attentive in 
future.— Remember that it is doing a nmster and mis- 
tress as much injury, to waste, or neglect, their pro* 
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perty, as to steal it. Some servants, to excuse their 
wastefulness and extravagance, and even their absolute 
dishonesty, say : " Our master is very rich ; he will 
never miss what we spend :*' or, " He squanders all he 
gets ; we may as well enjoy it, as any body else." But 
did you ever read in the Bible, that holy book which 
teaches us our duty, that we may defraud people, be- 
cause they are rich ; or because they are wastefiil, or 
careless about their own property ? If you were rich 
yourselves, or not so careful of your own things as you 
ought to be, would you like that people should serve 
you so ?-^It is really the interest, as well as the duty, 
of servants, to be honest and faithful : masters and mis- 
tresses are mostly very willing to give to those who are 
so, handsome wages ; and to show them every reason- 
able favour and indulgence, both whilst they continue 
in their service, and afterwards. 

Be particularly careful with respect to fire. Never 
take a lighted candle, or lamp, near a bed ; or near win- 
dow curtains; or near any drawers, or closets, where there 
are papers, or linen. Do not leave linen airing by a fire, 
without being watched ; nor little children by them- 
selves in a room where there is a fire, nor let them, at 
any time, play with fire. Never take a lighted candle, 
without a lantern, into a stable ; or venture into a hay- 
loft, even with a lantern. Leaving chimneys too long 
unswept ; making too great a blaze in a fire-place ; 
letting a candle or lamp bum, or a poker remain iii the 
fire, when there is no person in the room ; and carrying 
about the house a candle with a long snuff; should be 
carefrdly Avoided : as should also every thing else that 
is at all likely to occasion any mischief by fire. In 
going about the house at night, especially to bed, when 
any light is necessary, it is proper to use a small Ian- 
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tern; or a short candle, or a lamp, in a large flat 
candlestick, with snuffers, and an extinguisher. By the 
laws of our land, every servant, through whose care- 
lessness or negligence, a house, or an out-house, is set 
on fire, is liahle to a penalty of one hundred pounds ; 
and, if it be not immediately paid, to be sent to the 
house of correction, for eighteen months, and there 
kept to hard labour. 

Be not eye-servants. Take no advantage of the ab- 
sence of yonr masters and mistresses, or of their want 
ef attention, to neglect their business ; to disobey their 
orders, in say respect ; or to waste, or, any way, wil- 
fully abuse their property. — ^Be conscientious even in 
little matters. 

Never tell an untruth, or attempt to deceive any 
body. On no occasion, especially when you propose 
yourselves for hire, pretend that your health, or 
strength, or any of your qualifications, are greater 
than you really think they are. When you commit 
a fault, or meet with an accident, (which the most 
steady, careful people, will sometimes do,) never deny 
it ; even if you should expect to be blamed, or made 
to suffer for it. How much better is it, to be blamed 
or punisl^ed, by men, than to break God's holy laws 
and offend him ! But, in general, to speak the truth 
constantly and steadily, is by far the best policy, as 
well as our absolute duty ; and when it is done in a 
civil, prudent manner, it makes people respected, and 
trusted. — ^To confess a fsxilt before it is found out, and 
to do our best to make all due amends for it, is the be- 
haviour of a true Christian. It is particVdarly pleasing 
ia servants : and seldom fails to incline their masters 
and mistresses, to show them great favour and indul- 
gence ; and to put the utmost confidence in them. 
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Never prj into the affairs of the family in which you 
live. Especially, never read any persons' letters, or 
other vmtten papers, nor open, or look into, their 
drawers or boxes, without their leave ; nor listen at 
doors, or any where else, to overhear private conver- 
sations. Resolve never to speak any ill of your master 
and mistress, and their family ; unless it be absolutely 
necessary, in order to prevent some great mischief, or 
puin, either io yourselves, or any one else: and even 
then, you mxtst be very cautious what you say. Tell 
no idle tales, make no idle complaints ; not even to 
your dearest friends and companions. When you leave 
the family, say as little as possible to its disadvantage. 

Never go out, except on your usual business, without 
leave; alid endeavour to return as soon as you are 
desired, or expected. When you are sent on any 
errand, or other business, do not stay longer than is 
necessary : a quick return shows diligence and faith- 
fiilness.-^-^Deliver every message to or from your master, 
Or mistress, as soon, and as exactly, as you are able. 

The kinder and the more indulgent your masters and 
mistresses are to you, the more desirous you ought to 
be, to do your duty to them, faithfully and respectfully. 
Receive every favour from them with thankfulness ; 
and be not displeased when any, which you expected, 
or desired, is not granted to you. In all matters of 
diffic^ty, even about your own private affairs, apply to 
them, if they will give you leave, for their advice and 
instruction ; and be pairticularly thankful for every as- 
sistance of this kind, which they give you. Try to make, 
and to keep thorn, your friends. — Some servants, when 
they 'have been long in the same place, and think their 
4erric^ are i^reeable to their master and mistress, and 
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valued by them, become conceited, pert, and inattentive 
to their business : and thus, foolishly lose much of the 
credit of their former good conduct ; and in the end, 
forfeit all favour, and are even dismissed with disgrace. 

3. On behaviour to felhw-servaniSf children, ^c. 
Study to live in peace with your fellow-servants. 
Avoid, as much as possible, a}\ disputes with them. 
Resolve, with respect to them, as an excellent man 
(judge Hale) formerly did, with respect to his compa- 
nions : '^ To do good to them ; to use God's name 
reverently among them ; to beware of leaving an ill 
impression, or ill example, among them ; and to receive 
good from them, if they are more knowing." Be will- 
ing to assist your fellow -servants, whenever they stand 
in need of your assistance, and you can do it, without 
neglecting your own work. Be particularly kind and 
attentive to them, when they are sick, or in trouble. 
Receive, kindly and thankfully, any services which they 
render you* Never be persuaded to join with them 
in evil practices, or in disrespectful behaviour to your 
master and mistress. Never willingly listen to any un- 
becoming discourse from them ; or any abuse of their 
master and mistress. When they persist in wicked 
courses, or, any way, defraud your master and mis- 
tress, it is your duty to make, as soon as possible, 
a frill and just complaint of them, whatever ill-will you 
may get from them, on that account : if you neglect 
your duty in this respect, you will be answerable for 
much of the harm which they do both to themselves 
and others. 

Behave respectfully to upper servants ; and attend 
to the orders which they give you.— -If you should 
l>ecome upper servants yourselves, be faithfril to your 
trust. Endeavour to promote, by aU proper means in 
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your power, your masters' interest. Be kind to the 
servants who are under you ; but keep them steadily to 
their work, and to their duty. Never encourage them 
to make complaints, or to speak ill, of those whose 
bread they are eating. Set them, at all times, an ex- 
ample of sobriety ; and of diligent, faithful, and re- 
spectful service to your masters and mistresses. 

Wait upon the visiters of your masters and mistresses 
very civilly and attentively. Do not expect, nor desire, 
to be paid by them, for any of your little services; 
except, indeed, you live at inns, where vails are usually 
allowed to servants, instead of regular wages. Remem- 
ber that your masters pay you for your time and pains ; 
and that part of your duty, is, to wait upon their com- 
pany .-r-A servant of a Scotch nobleman, having carried 
a present of game from his master, to some gentlemen 
who were travelling in Scotland, was pressed by them 
to accept of an acknowledgment : but he left the house 
with all imaginable haste, resolutely refusing to take 
the money, and seeming hurt that they should have 
offered it to him. The servants of Mr. Morris, (of 
Piercefield, in Monmouthshire,) always behaved with 
great attention and civility, to the numerous visiters at 
their master s house ; but, agreeably to his desire, with- 
out receiving a farthing from any of them. 

Behave very kindly cmd attentively to the children of 
your masters and mistresses ; especially if you have the 
care of them. Never beat them ; or speak to them in 
a loud, angry tone of votce ; or call them by any rude 
names ; or answer • any of their little questions, in a 
fretful, impatient manner. Do every thing you can, 
that is innocent and proper, to oblige, and amuse them. 
Remember, how kind our blessed Lord was to little 



148 MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 

children ; " He said : ' Suffer little children to come 
unto me ; and forbid them not/ — And he took them in 
his arms ; and blessed them/' Never encourage chil- 
dren to speak disrespectfully of their parents or friends ; 
or to do any thing which they are forbidden to do. 
Endeavour, as far as you are able, to make them 
cleanly and tidy ; active, cheerful, and good-humoured ; 
honest and true ; obedient to their parents ; kind to one 
another ; civil to every body ; and merciful to poor, 
dumb creatures. Neglect no suitable opportunity df 
giving them any little advice, or instruction, that is 
proper for their years and situation. Never praise 
them for their beauty, or their fine clothes, or any df 
their clever little sayings ; for fear pf making them 
vain, or conceited. When you praise them, let it be 
for minding what is said to them ; for overcoming ibad 
passions and habits ; and for taking pains to improve 
in what they have to learn. CarefuUy avoid telling 
them an untruth ; or promising them any thing which 
you do not fully intend to perform. Be very cautions 
what you say to them : but when once you have said 
a thing, keep to it as strictly as possible. Talk no 
nonsense to them. Teach them to speak, and to be- 
have, in as pretty a manner, as you are able. Never 
make them learn, or tepeat, any vulgar sayings ; or 
any thing but what it would be useful and proper for 
them to remember as long ^ they live. Do not terrify 
them with dismal stories of ghosts and witches ; of 
fairies and bugbears: and never attempt to frighten 
them into good behaviour, by telling them ; " The 
black man shall have you ;" or, '' The old man shall 
take you ;'* or, " I will put you into the dark hole.*' 
Such idle tales and foolish speeches, often fill the heaatts 
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Off children with vain fears, especially when they are left 
alone in the dark ; and their heads with silly, wicked 
notions ; which they find it very difficult, if not impost- 
able, to get rid of, when they grow up. Never speak 
the name of Almighty God, or talk to them about him, 
and his gieat goodness, and their duty to him, but with the 
utmost seriousness and reverence ; and be particularly 
careful not to set them a bad example, in any respect* 

If any dumb animeds are intrusted to your care, let 
them have food and rest, in due season ; and, as far as 
depends upon you, let their food be of the proper 
quality and quantity. Keep them very clean. All 
animals love cleanliness : even pigs in a sty, if they 
have not fresh litter, will fall away in. flesh, though 
l^ey have the greatest aJbundance of food. Frequently 
consider within yourselves, and inquire of those who 
you think are best able to inform you, what are the most 
proper means to make the animals you have the care 
of, thriving and comfortable. Never put any animals, 
even vermin, to more pain than is absolutely neceS'- 
sary ; and when it is your business to kill them, study 
to do it in the quickest andi most easy manner. 

If you are employed in a. shop^ keep it, as far as 
depends upon you, neat-and clean. As soon as possible, 
put every thing that has been used, in its right place. 
Fold, or put up, every thing, in a neat and proper 
manner. Never be seen in the shop with dirty hands 
or nails; or in an. untidy dress. A dirty, slovenly 
shopman, or shopwoman, is a disgrace to a respectable 
shop. Be very civil and attentive to all the customers^ 
whether they are rich or poor, genteel or homely ; and 
whedier they buy much, or little. Serve them as quickly 
as possible. Whilst you are putting- up the things, 
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which they have bought, calculate in your head, what 
is the amount. Always thank the customers whom you 
have waited upon, before they leave the shop ; even if 
they have not bought, or ordered, any thing : for most 
likely they had intended to buy, or order, something, if 
they had met with what suited them. Endeavour to 
do justice both to your masters and mistresses, and to 
their customers. Neither cheat them ; nor cheat others, 
thinking to serve them. Answer as prudently as you 
can, all the questions that are put to you : but tell no 
lies ; nor attempt to impose upon any body. Truth is, 
in the end, the most likely way to please all sides. Be 
exact in weighing, or measuring, every article you sell. 
Always give full weight or measure : if you do not, 
you will be guilty of fraud ; and you will very soon 
ruin the credit of the shop. Count over, very carefully, 
all the change which you give, or take. Neither offer, 
nor accept, bad money or notes, knowing them to be 
such. If you are required to write out bills, or to keep 
any accounts, do it neatly and carefully. Put down, 
as soon as possible, every sum which you receive, or 
pay ; and trust not to your memory. Improve your- 
selves in accounts, in order that you may be quick in 
calculating, and may avoid mistakes. 

" Be courteous, be patient ; be clothed with hu- 
mility ; put on the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit ; 
be slow to speak, and slow to wrath ; do your own 
business ; be content with such things as ye have ; 
trust in the Lord, and do good:" these ^e great 
Christian duties ; but they are particularly proper to 
be attended to by servants. The due observance of 
these duties, will render their situations easy and com- 
fortable, and their characters respectable. 
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4. On dress, company, and amusements. 

For your own sakes, as well as to enable you to be 
good servants, carefully avoid all loose, idle company ; 
alehouses, taprooms, dramshops, and every temptation 
to drunkenness ; cardplaying, adventuring in lotteries, 
betting, and all kinds of gaming. 

Beware of giving way to the love of dress, of com- 
pany, and of amusement. It will lead you into many 
unnecessary expenses ; and many temptations. Dances, 
races, and fairs ; playhouses, in towns ; and wakes, or 
feasts, in the country ; have been the means of ruining 
many young people, who once seemed prudent and good. 

Let your dress be neat and clean. Never be seen 
ragged, nor even with the smallest hole in any part 
of your dress. But in buying clothes, do not go be- 
yond what you can prudently afford ; and what is pro- 
per for your situation. — " I have seen," says a clergy- 
man, " a daughter willing to wear mean clothes, that 
her aged mother might have some to wear : and I have 
seen such conduct highly blessed." 

Be not fond of increasing your acquaintance. To 
visit your family and friends, and your poor, sick 
neighbours, when you have leave, and a suitable op- 
portunity, is very proper : but most other kinds of 
visiting are to be avoided ; they will lead you to neg- 
lect your business, and often put you to an expense 
which you cannot prudently afford. Take care with 
whom you make an acquaintance : people are generally 
the better or the worse for the company they keep. 
Have no visiters, not even your own relations, at your 
master s house, and especially never treat them at his 
expense, without his, or your mistress' express leave. 
Be careful of your money. Lay up as much as you 
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can, against the time of need. Put out your savings to 
interest ; but not without the advice of your master and 
mistress, or of some other persons who are well expe- 
rienced in such business. Many young people for want 
of care in this respect, have put their money into im- 
proper hands ; and thus, lost the benefit of their wise 
savings. * If you can write, and cipher, keep, in a little 
book, a regular account of all you receive and spend. 
Examine it, and cast it up, very carefully, at the end 
of the year. Compare the amount with your money 
on hand. Consider whether, in the year to come, you 
may not, properly, lessen some of your expenses, and 
increase your savings. 

Spend your leisure time in an innocent, prudent man- 
ner. Part of it may be agreeably and usefully filled 
up by reading. If any good books were given to yoii 
at school, or by any of your kind friends, before you 
went to service, take them with you : value them, as 
long as you live, for the sake of the persons who gave 
them to you, and for their own sakes ; and often 
read in them. You may, very pleasantly and usefully, 
employ some part of your leisure, on Sundays, and 
other days, in learning by heart, a hymn, or a few 
verses from the Psalms, and other parts of the Bible ; 
and in calling to mind the hymns, and texts from 
Scripture, which you learned before you went to service. 
Now and then, to repeat some of these when you are 
at your work, will make the time pass on very plea- 
santly ; will give you useful subjects to reflect upon ; 

♦ Saving-Banks, which are established in many places, and 
which, it is to be hoped, will become still more general, aiford 
to working people, and especially to young persons in service, an 
easy, a safe, and a very advantageous means of placing their 
savings at interest. 
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and will help to keep out vain and wicked thoughts. 
You may also very properly repeat a few lines, or a 
short hymU) when you lie down at night, and when 
you aw^e in the morning, or are rising and dressing : 
this practice has been found very edifying to many 
excellent persons. If you have learned writing and 
accounts, and wish to improve yourselves in them, write 
every now and, then in an evening, when your work is 
done, a few lines either from the Bible, or some other 
good book, on a slate, or in a neat copy-book ; and 
do a sum or two on a, slate. Such amusements will 
cost you little ; and they may, at some time or other, 
turn to great profit. At any rate, they will prevent 
you from running into mischief, as some people do, 
merely for the sake of employment, or of passing away 
the time. — A walk in the fresh air, especially in fine 
weather, is very amusing, and good for the health and 
spirits. But be careful when you take a walk eithea* 
for pleasure, or business, to avoid, as much as possible, 
all improper companions : their conversation, and to be 
80^1. in company with them, will do you more harm, 
than the walk itself can, do you good, 

5. On.reUgwus duties. 
Whenever you have an opportunity, regularly at- 
tend public worship every Sunday, with seriousness 
and' reverence* If ever you go on that day, to visit 
your friends, or take a walk with them, remember that 
though- the sabbath i& a day of rest^ and of relaxation 
from business, it is also a day to be kept holy : and 
to be used, ohiefly, in glorif3dng the great Creator and 
Red^mer; and in preparing ourselves for a better 
world, by prayer and meditation, by godly reading and 
conversation, and by a sterious examination of our con-- 
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duct, and the state of our minds, especially during the 
week that is passed. What a pity, and what a shame, it 
is, that any persons should ever make it a day of mere, 
idle gossiping, and wandering about ; of loose talk and 
behaviour ; or of tippling at alehouses ! At the same 
time, you must not, under pretence of keeping the sab- 
bath-day holy, refuse to do any necessary work : such 
as, making fires and beds ; preparing victuals for the 
family ; milking cows ; feeding cattle ; tending sick 
people, and young children. " The sabbath was made 
for man,*' says our blessed Saviour ; " not man for the 
sabbath." It was made to do good to men ; not to 
afflict or punish them, or deprive them of any real 
comfort. No work ought to be done on Sunday, 
which is not absolutely necessary. Contrive to do 
as much as you properly can the day before, in order 
that you may have the less to do on the sabbath- 
day. — "Whenever you are prevented by sickness, or by 
any necessary employments, from attending the public 
worship of God, on the Lord's day, keep the day holy, 
in the best manner your situation will allow. Pray to 
the Lord ; worship him in the secret of your own heart ; 
meditate upon his holy Word, even if you are not able 
to read it, or hear it read. ^' Families," says an ex- 
cellent lady, '^ may be so ordered, that every one may 
go to church in turns ; and if there is any service in 
which this is not allowed, I would advise the servant 
of Christ, to leave such a master, and to seek for one 
who fears God.'* 

If you have an opportunity of attending &mily wor-» 
ship and instruction, be thankful for so great an advan- 
tage; and endeavour to improve from it. By your 
constant and willing attendance, show that you aro 
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desirous to give what encouragement you can, to your 
masters and mistresses, to continue so excellent a 
practice. 

Neglect not private prayer. If you have not an op- 
portunity of praying to your heavenly Father in secret, 
(which most persons may contrive to have,) be not 
ashamed, or afraid, to kneel down, and pray, every morn- 
ing, and every evening, in the presence of your fellow- 
servants, or of any one else ; even if you should think 
they neglect prayer themselves, and deride you for 
doing your duty. You stand much in need of Divine 
assistance, to guide you safely through all the sorrows, 
trials, and temptations, you must meet with, in the 
world : and particularly to enable you to fulfil a Christ- 
ian servant's duty, which is very important ; and often, 
even in sober families, very difficult. — Matthew Hen- 
derson, a servant, who was executed at Tyburn, in the 
year 1746, for murder, sorrowfully owned that he had 
long neglected private prayer; that he had forsaken 
God, and been a stranger at the throne of grace ; 
that, therefore, God had given him up to his own 
heart's lust, and suffered him to follow his own imagi- 
nations ; and that he had no help from above in the 
needful time of trouble and temptation. 

Diligently read the Bible. Learn by heart, and 
treasure up in your memory, the texts in Scripture, 
especially the following, which teach a servant's duty ; 
and rest not till, by Divine assistance, you are able to 
observe the instructions, and to lay hold on the pro- 
mises, contained in them« 

" Servants, be obedient to them that are your mas- 
iers according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, 
in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ j not with 
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eye-service, as meii-pleasers, but as the servants af 
Christy doing the will of God from the heart ; with 
good- will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men : 
knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doth, 
the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be 
bond or free," Ephesians vi. 5 — 8. 

" Servants, obey in all things your masters according 
to the flesh ; not with eye-service, as men-pleasers, but 
in siijigleness of heart, fearing God. And«0vhatsoever 
ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men : 
knowing that of the Lord, ye shall receive the reward 
of the inheritance ; for ye serve the Lord Christ, But 
he that doth wrong, shall receive for the wrong which 
he hath done : and there is no respect of persons," 
Colossians iii. 22 — 25. 

" Let as many servants as are under the yoke, count 
their own masters worthy of all honour, that the name 
of God, and his doctrine, be not blasphemed. And 
they that have believing masters, let them not despise 
them, because they are brethren ; but rather do them 
service, because they are faithful and beloved, partakera 
of the benefit," I Timothy vi. 1, 2. 

" Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own mafi^ 
ters, and to please them well in all things ; not answer- 
ing again; not purloining, but showing all good fidelity ; 
that they mc^ adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, 
in all things. For the grace of God that hringeth sal-» 
vation, hath appeared to all men, teaching us that> dcK 
nying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we i^ould livft 
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world,** 
Titus ii. 9—12, 

^' Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear ; 
i^ot only to the good and gentle, but also to the &o« 
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ward. For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience 
toward God, endure grief, suffering wrongfully. For 
what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, 
ye shall take it patiently ? but if, when ye do well, and 
suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with 
God. For even hereunto were ye called, because 
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that 
ye should: follow his steps : who did no sin, neither 
was guile ftund in his mouth : who, when he was re- 
viled, reviled not again ; when he suffered, he threatened 
not ; but committed himself to him that judgeth right* 
eously: who his own self bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should 
live unto righteousness." 1 Peter ii. 18-^ — 24. 

Section 4. 

Letter from an uncle to his nrphew, an taking him 

apprenticf-. 

Dear Thomas, 

It is generally observed, that when relations come 
together in the manner at present designed between us, 
by your father and me, and which is also according to 
your own earnest desire ; they frequently disagree, by 
reason of greater expectation on both sides, of allow* 
ance and considerjition to be had for each other, than 
for mere strangers. Therefore, I think it is not im- 
proper to let you know a few particulars of what I re- 
quire you to observe ; and you will be the better able to 
judge how far you can promise for yourself, and what you 
are to expect from me. Perhaps, I shall be a litte too 
serious for your present volatile years : but, then, you 
must consider, that this which you are entering upon, is a 
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very serious and weighty affair ; that it is to be con- 
sidered as the foundation of your future livelihood and 
well-being in this world ; and of the greatest importance 
to be well and maturely weighed. 

I expect to be under less necessity of studying your 
temper, than you shall think yourself under of studying 
mine. I have lived so many years longer in the world 
than you have, and I mtist not only have seen what is 
best for you to follow or to avoid, but also must neces- 
sarily have so many cares which cannot affect you, that 
my ease and quiet ought to be studied in every thing 
in your power ; and you ought rather to lighten ray 
cares, than add to them. 

Behave to your fellow-apprentices with great conde-^ 
scension, good manners, and evenness of temper : not 
expecting regards from them at one time, and playing 
antic tricks with them at another ; nor desiring them to 
do for you, what you mil not be willing to do fop 
them. You ought to be the more respectftd to them, 
because they are your elders ; and know more of the 
business than you can do for some time. 

Treat the journeymen with complaisance and de- 
cency, as persons who are your elders. You must, if 
you expect to be respected by them, show a proper 
regard to them ; and do any civil, kind thing for them, 
that will not hinder your own business, or injure me in 
loss of your time, &c. If you expect any respect from 
them on my account, because of your relation to me, it 
will be exceedingly wrong ; I shall desire no such thing 
of them, but aa you deserve it on your own. Always 
remember, that no man is to be ill used by you, though 
he happens to be poor or low in the world : how can 
you tell what your own fate may he? And even a 
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man's being a very sorry man, a sot, a drunkard, (as 
among so many, some may be,) does not entitle you to 
use him ill. 

If you see any bad example, learn to have a proper 
detestation of it, without abusing the man who sets it. 
Endeavour, so to frame your conduct, as to shun in your- 
self what is odious in another ; and be like the indus- 
trious bee, which collects its honey from the bitter as 
well as the sweety Whenever you see what is com- 
mendable, let it be your care to imitate it. Whatever 
you may be able to discern, even in myself, that may 
not be exactly right, (for we are none of us perfect,) 
make a useful inference from it for your own benefit ; 
and endeavour to imitate what is better. 

Form no intimacy with any young men in the house, 
or out of it, without telling me who they are, and 
knowing whether I approve of them for your com- 
panions. I must caution you once for all, that if I 
see any affected disguise, or endeavour to conceal your 
acquaintance, or any of your actions, from my know-, 
ledge, I shall conclude you are in no good way : for, 
what must that young man be, who is studious to act 
under a mask ; and who continues in the doing of those 
things, which he thinks will not bear to be known ? 

Study every one's temper; and carefully avoid say- 
ing a thing, even in jest, that may discompose, or 
shock, any one : why should that be a pleasure to you, 
which would be a pain to another ? There is a dif-^ 
ference between an inoffensive jest, and making your-^ 
self merry at the expense of another person's quiet. 
Turn the tables ; and see how you would like the same 
conduct from another. It is a sign of a very ill nature, 
to take delight in shocking any one. On the contrary. 
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it is the mark of an amiable temper, to saj all the kind 
things we can, without flattery, or playing the hypo- 
crite : and it never fails to make us beloved and 
esteemed; which is one of the greatest pleasures of 
this life. 

I expect that you will never give me occasion to tell 
you twice of a proper or right thing ; and that you will 
not lay me under the necessity of repeating any in- 
struction that shall be of use to you, .either with regard 
to your business, or your behaviour. 

I shall take great pleasure to encourage you in a 
manner suitable to your years, and your merit ; yet I 
do assure you, your merit must be the first considera- 
tion with me : it is not sufficient Avith me, that you are 
the son of a brother, whom I love equally with myself. 
If you do not act worthily of such a father, and of 
the relation you bear to me, the disappointment will 
be so much the heavier, and so much the more to be 
resented : and I hope I shall always be able to distin- 
guish so properly, as to preserve my love to a good 
brother, without favouring or affecting a naughty kins* 
man. Therefore, as it will be best, rather to deserve, 
than to expect, distinction ; so^ it will always be in your 
power, to reap those advantages by your good conduct, 
which your ill behaviour will never obtain from me. 

Show no impatience at being told of your faults ; but 
think every one joui friend, who tells you any thing for 
jFOur good. An enemy is more useftil' to us by far than 
a- flatterer : (who is, indeed, the worst enemy :) because 
such a one may be made a faithful monitor to us, by 
reproaching us with our failings; which a well-dis- 
posed person needs only to know, or to be told of, in 
order to mend,, or to avoid. 
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Shun all loose words; and rash, inconsiderate ex- 
pressions. Your education hitherto, I know, has made, 
or ought to have made, this caution unnecessary to you : 
hut, as you are coming among a set of people of dif- 
ferent manners and behaviour, you will perhaps observe 
greater liberties than are decent, taken in this respect 
by some of the most profligate; which, I hope, you 
will rather dislike than imitate. It would be a great 
affliction to me, that you should so behave as to lose 
the fruits of the good education, which your father 
has been at a great expense to bestow upon you ; 
and that I should teach you a trade at so dear a rate 
as the forfeiture of your morals. 

With regard to your trade, I must desire you to avoid 
two things ; idleness and eye-service. In your work- 
ing time, do not, by reading, or any other amusement, 
waste your hours. In this respect, you may become 
a very good or a very bad example, to the rest of the 
apprentices. They will soon take the same liberties 
which you give yourself: and so I shall have all the 
care and trouble of idle and impertinent boys, without 
the profit that ought to arise from their diligence, and 
good performance. Remember, there is a time for 
every thing. You may employ your holidays, or 
spare-time, in reading : and this will, I am persuaded, 
be sufficient ; except you should be so undeserving as 
to amuse yourself, through idleness of disposition, with 
a book, when you should be at work. 

It needs not be said that I shall expect from you, 
a watchful eye for my interest, and to see that nothing 
is wasted or misapplied. But I would not have you 
quick to trifling faults, so as to bring upon yourself 
the imputation of a spy, or a tale-bearer. This you 
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must be very careful of; or, else, you will make 
all the house your enemies, and will lead a very 
uneasy life with them, especially in my absence : but 
your indenture will tell you that you must not see me 
wronged. 

I expect, as to bed-time, working-time, spare-time, 
Sundays, &c. an entire conformity to the rules of the 
house ; and to all others which I shall, from time to time, 
give you. I also expect that you will take the directions 
of those, whom I shall intrust with the management of 
things in my absence, with the same attention, as if I 
gave you them myself. Your readiness in this particular 
will be attended with a double benefit to yourself : it 
will show me, that I may, in proper time, if it please 
God to continue my life, commit things to your manage- 
ment ; and people will be the more readily disposed, 
by the example of your submission to the rules of your 
elders, to pay regard to yours, when your good conduct 
shows that you are fit to be intrusted with a superior 
direction yourself. 

Till you get a good insight into your business, if you 
are for talking with the men, or your fellow-apprentices, 
let it be about your business: then you will not 
have occasion to talk impertinently, or much ; and 
every question you ask, will bring with it some im- 
provement. It is very unbecoming for young people 
to talk much, especially among their elders. A close 
mouth is, generally, the sign of a wise head. If 
your fellow-apprentices should happen to be saucy, or 
talkative, does not every one blame them for it, and 
call it by the name it deserves ? And would you follow 
the worst examples ? Providence has given us two ears, 
and but one tongue : as if to teach us that all persons, 
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and especially young persons, should hear twice as 
much as they should speak. I desire that, in your 
working-time, I may see far more of the produce of 
your fingers, than hear of your tongue. Obserre with, 
respect to those who are always rattling and prating, 
how little they say that is worthy to be remembered, 
or even to be repeated. It was once prescribed to a 
very talkative person, under a penalty to which he 
consented, to keep silence but one day ; and to write 
what he would otherwise have said. What was the 
effect of this ? He was quickly tired of writing ; and 
what he did write, was such stuff, that he was quite 
ashamed it should be seen. — I do not, however, wish 
that you should be a mute, or a mope. There is a 
medium in all things : which you are to aim at, in this 
as in all other cases. 

There is one thing remaining, more important than 
all the rest ; but which, I hope, your good education, 
and common sense, will render it but just necessary for 
me to mention : that is, your duty to God, and having 
the fear of Him, in all youi actions and views. This 
will make you just to every one ; it will secure, like a 
strong wall, all your other virtues, and bring down a 
blessing upon all your honest endeavours : and if you 
hope to thrive, and do well, in the world, your due 
observance of this, whatever examples you may see to 
the contrary, will make your hope reasonable and well 
grounded. 

I have been longer than I intended ; yet I could say 
more : but other things that time, or particular occa- 
sions, may make further necessary, I shall, if God spare 
my life, inform you of as we go along. Meantime, 
believe that the advice which I have given you, is the 
effect of the extraordinary care I have for your wel- 
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fare ; and, by making a proper use of it, show your 
gratitude to 

Your affectionate uncle and friend, 

SAMUEL RICHARDSON. 

Section 5. 

Anecdotes of good and faithful ftervants. 

The character of a faithful servant, is truly honour- 
able ; and it has always been highly honoured by the 
good and wise. 

In the Bible, we read of many excellent servants. 

Abraham placed so much confidence in Eliezer, his 
faithful steward, that he sent him to his own country, 
and his own kindred, to choose a wife for Isaac, his son. 
Eliezer prayed to the Lord, to direct him in the choice ; 
" to send him good speed, and to show kindness to his 
master." He was very careful that his master s camels, 
which were with him, should have proper rest and food. 
And when he went into the house of his master s kin- 
dred, he would not take any refreshment for himself, 
until he had told his errand. Finding his journey pros- 
perous, " he worshiped the Lord ; and blessed the Lord 
God, who had led him in the right way." As soon as 
he had finished his business, and he, and the men, who 
were with him, and the camels, had rested sufficiently, 
he could not be prevailed upon to stay any longer. He 
said to his master s kindred : " Hinder me not, seeing 
the Lord hath prospered my way. Send mc away, that 
I may go to my master." 

Jacob, and Joseph his son, were both of them ser- 
vants ; and highly blessed of the Lord. Laban, whom, 
though he was not a kind master, Jacob served faith- 
fully for more than twenty years, said to him : " I 
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have learned by experience, that the Lord hath blessed 
me for thy sake." — Joseph was held in high honour, by 
Potiphar, by the keeper of the prison, and by Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt ; all of whom he served very faithfully, 
and wisely : " the Lord was with him ; and that which 
he did, the Lord made it to prosper." 

Naaman, the Syrian general, was afflicted with a 
leprosy. His servants were very kind and attentive to 
him. The little maiden, who waited upon his wife, said 
to her mistress : ••' Would God, my lord were with the 
prophet who is in Samaria ! for he would recover him 
of his leprosy." And when Naaman heard what she 
had said, he went thither : but he would not do what 
Elisha, the prophet, told him to do, till he was very 
much urged and entreated by the servants, who were 
with him. And when he had done it, he was cured ; 
and he acknowledged the great God of Israel. 

Nehemiah and Daniel were servants to heathen 
princes, and lived among heathen people, who knew 
not the Lord ; but they neglected not to worship the 
true God, and to keep his commandments. 

The centurion's servant, who is mentioned in the 
history of our blessed Lord, (Luke vii.) was, no doubt, 
a very good and faithful servant : for it is said that " he 
was DEAR unto his master ; and when he was sick, 
and ready to die, his master, who had heard of Jesus, 
sent unto him the elders of the Jews, beseeching him 
to come and heal his servant." 

In our own country too, we have read, and heard, of 
many very excellent servants. 

Martha Bairstow lived servant in the same family for 
several years. Her master and mistress coming to distress, 
she would not leave them ; but rendered them what as- 
sistance she could, &om her little savings of former times. 
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In Trevethin church-yard, in the county of Mon- 
mouth, is the following epitaph, written by sir Charles 
Hanbury Williams, on a faithful servant of his father's. 

To the memory of 

Mr. Thomas Cooke, 

Agent of the iron-works 

To John Hanbury, Esq. 

Of Pontypool ; 
Who died, August 1st, 
1739 : aged 66 years. 
With most religious truth it may be said, 
Beneath this stone an honest man lies dead. 
Vice he abhorr d, in virtue's path he trod ; 
Just to his master, humble to his God. 
Useful he liv'd, and void of all offence ; 
By nature sensible, well bred by sense. 
His master s int'rest was his constant end : 
(The faithful'st servant and the truest friend :) 
For him his heart and hand were always join d ; 
And love with duty strictly was combined. 
Together through this vale of life they pas^'d : 
And in this church together sleep at last ; 
For when the master s fatal hour was come. 
The sei?vant sigh*d, and folio w'd to the tomb. 
And when at the last day he shall appear. 
Thus shall his Saviour speak, and scatter fear : 
" Well done, thou faithful servant, good and just, 
Receive thy well deserv'd reward of trust ; 
Come where no time can happiness destroy. 
Into the fulness of thy master s joy." 
A gentleman, in a letter to a friend, gives the follow- 
ing pleasing account of a very valuable servant. " Our 
^rdener we have buried ; he was taken ill the very 
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day and hour that I was. And truly, it was a loss 
beyond all likelihood, or promise, from a man of his 
condition. He was one of those servants who attach 
themselves by heart, as well as duty, to the will and 
interest of the family in which they live. He was 
sober, modest, silent ; ever busily laborious ; and in- 
genious beyond any person I ever met with, in his sta- 
tion. He turned his hand, vnth readiness and pleasure, 
to whatever interruption of his present applications he 
was called away to ; and was never knovni to murmur, 
or even look dissatisfied. He was an excellent mathe- 
matician ; surveyed and measured land, with great ex- 
actness ; was smith, carpenter, cooper, bricklayer, and 
whatever artisan tbe family had occasion for ; and in 
all these different talents, he had attained a despatchful 
readiness. He loved, and he was beloved by, every 
body in the family." 

The following epitaph, on a faithful female servant, 

is in the church-yard at Croydon, in Surrey. 

In memory of Ursula Swinbourn, 

Who after fulfilling her du^y, 

In that station of life which her Creator had allotted her; 

And by her faithful and affectionate conduct, 

In a series of thirty-five years. 

Rendering herself respected and beloved. 

And her loss sincerely regretted. 

By the family she lived with ; 

Departed this life, the 5th of January, 1781 : aged 55. 

Reader ! 

Let not her station in life, 

Prevent thy regarding her example ; 

But remember. 

According to the number of talents given. 

Will the increase be expected. 
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Section 6. 

Anacdotes of good and J'nithful .survant^ continued. 

In St. Mary's church, al Warwick, there is a tablet 

of white marble with the following inscription : 

If a faithful discharge of duty, 

And the most honest, diligent, and attached conduct, 

For a long course of years, 

Ever claimed the expression of gratitude, 

It is due to the memory of John Bayley : 

Who departed this life on the 15th day of September, 

1792, aged 65 years; 

And lies interred near this place. 

As a memorial of his regard 

For an excellent servant, and a worthy man, 

Whose loss he much laments, 

This stone was erected 
By George, earl of Waffwick, 
1793. 
A very religious and worthy man, who lived servant . 
in the family of a nobleman, was the most humble, and 
attentive, of all his master s servants ; and did the 
whole of his duty towards him, with an uprightness, 
and a diligence, which, at length, gained his entire 
confidence. His fellow-servants looked up to him as a 
friend, or a brother : he instructed them ; he assisted 
them ; he made peace between them ; and he set them 
an excellent example. His master, who was not religi- 
ous himself, could not but admire the character and 
conduct of his servant : he promoted, and often highly 
commended him ; and left him a handsome legacy. 

" Sir," said the mistress of a small family, to a 
clergyman, who visited her after a long illness which 
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she had had ; '^ the girl who has just left the room, is 
a greater comfort to me than I can express. She 
watches me with the affection of a daughter, and the 
care of a nurse. When my complaints make me 
peevish, she contrives something to sooth me. I often 
observe her taking pains to discover what would add to 
my comfort ; and I am often presented with the thing 
I wish for, before I express it in words. I live without 
suspicion, for I perceive her to be conscientious, and 
even scrupulous. My chief complaint is, that she takes 
so much care of me, I cannot make her take sufficient 
care of herself." " I have observed," said the clergy- 
man, ^^ her attention at church, as well as when she is 
waiting upon you." "My servant," continued she, 
" is a Christian ; and, in my late distress, she afforded 
me her prayers as well as her tears. Her parents were 
too poor to give her any leari^ing : but she has taught 
herself to read ; and she frequently reads the Scriptures 
to me. — In short, I esteem her one of the most valuable 
gifts I ever received from an indulgent Providence : 
and I never could have supposed that so much of my 
comfort depends on the fiEiithfulness and care of a 
servant." 

Dr. L , a respectable gentleman, was confined for 

some time in the King's Bench prison; while his fortune, 
on account of a lawsuit, was unjustly withheld from 
him. During this distress, he was obliged to tell his 
negro servant, that, however painful to his feelings, they 
must part ; his difficulties being so great, that he was 
unable to provide himself with the necessaries of life. 
The negro, well known in the King's Bench prison by 
the name of Bob, replied affectionately : " No, master, 
we will never part ! Many a year have you kept me ; 

H 
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and now, I will keep you." Accordingly, Bob went out 
to work as a day-labourer ; and, at tbe end of every 
week, faithfully brought his earnings to his master. 
These proved sufficient for their support : until, the 

lawsuit being ended. Dr. L became possessed of a 

large fortune ; and settled a handsome annuity for life, 
on his faithful servant. 

Mr. Robert Lawless, who died in 1806, was, for con- 
siderably more than half a century, one of the principal 
assistants of Mr. Millar, formerly bookseller in the 
Strand ; afterwards to his successor, the late Mr. alder- 
man Cadell ; and since, till within a short time of his 
death, to Messrs. Cadell and Davies. In his character 
was united the soundest integrity of mind, with a sim- 
plicity of manners rarely equalled. The following is 
a remarkable instance of his singleness of heart. Not 
long before Mr. Cadell obtained the scarlet gown, 
Robert very seriously applied to him, on taking stock 
at the end of the year, to ask a favour of him. Great 
was Mr. CadelFs surprise, to find that the request 
was, that his annual salary might be lowered; as 
the year's account was not so good as the preceding 
one : and Lawless really feared that his master could 
not afford to pay him so very high wages. Of course, 
his request was not granted. On retiring from busi- 
ness, the benevolent master had a picture of the faith* 
fid servant, painted by sir William Beechy : which he 
always showed to his friends^ as one of the principal 
ornaments of his drawing-room. 

A Wiltshire young woman, Sarah Shepway by name, 
left her home and kindred, to gain an honest main- 
tenance ; and went into a clergyman's femily, in the 
parish of Chelsea. She had a good natural disposition, 
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improved by the precepts of Christianity. She did her 
work with cheerfuhiess. She was diligent, faithful, 
and affectionate. She obeyed not with eye-service. 
Her conduct was approved, and she was esteemed 
by all. — In the summer of 1807, after she had been 
in the family some years, she fell sick, and had a 
fever. Her mistress anxiously tended her, with a 
mother s care. In compliance with medical advice, a 
lodging was hired for her, in an airy part of the neigh- 
bourhood. A coach was considerately procured, to 
take her thither. Pale as the water-lily, the sick young 
woman was slowly supported down stairs. She modestly 
expressed a wish to see her master, once more before 
she went ; adding her fear lest his engagements might 
prevent her from so doing. Her mistress, with kind 
concern, assured her that he stood at the gate, in order 
to see her safe into the carriage. At her coming out of 
the house, the clergyman stepped up, and kindly said : 
" Good morning to you, Sarah ! — Come, come, I hope 
this fine weather will very soon recover you." The 
sight of her master, the sound of his voice, and the kind- 
ness of his words, together with the thoughts of her own 
illness, and the sad moment of parting, {who could tell 
for how long?) much affected her spirits: she turned 
away her head ; — and beheld her master's infant son, the 
child which she had fondled from its birth. For some 
days it had not been allowed to see her. It now looked 
in her face, very earnestly ; uttered a shrill cry of sud- 
den joy; stretched forwards its little hands; and 
smiled. She would have spoken ; but she could not : 
she faltered, sobbed, leaned back on her female friend, 
and wept. Then pointed to the coach, with a sigh ; 
and tottered into it. 
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She rais'd those eyes, so full of tears, 

Which now and then stole down her cheek : 

And much to Heav'n she would have spoke ; 
But sorrow would not let her speak. 

Yet, though her thoughts could find no vent, 
There is, who reads each honest mind : 

And the true heart to him devote, 
Shall ample consolation find. 



Section 7. 

Poor Richard * ; or, The way to wealth. 

Many people complain bitterly of the badness of the 
times. "Will not," say they, "these heavy taxes 
quite ruin the country ? How shall we ever be able to 
pay them V 

The taxes are indeed very heavy ; and, if those laid 
on by the government were the only ones we had to 
pay, we might more easily discharge them : but we have 
many others ; and they are much more grievous to some 
of us. We are taxed twice as much by our idleness ; 
three times as much by our pride ; and four times as 
much by our folly : and firom these taxes, the commis- 
sioners cannot ease, or deliver us, by allowing an 
abatement. However, let us hearken to good advice, 
and something may be done for us : " God helps them 
who help themselves," as Poor Richard says. 

* Poor Richard is the name of an Almanac^ that was published 
for several years at Philadelphia, by Benjamin Franklin. It 
contained many wise sayings on Industry and frugality ; which 
are here collected together. 
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It would be thought a hard government, that should 
tax its people one-tenth part of their time, to be em- 
ployed in its service : but idleness taxes many of us 
much more ; if we reckon all that is spent in doing 
nothing, or in idle eraplo3rments, or amusements, that 
amount to nothing. Sloth, by bringing on diseases, 
absolutely shortens life. '^ Sloth, like rust, consumes 
faster than labour wears, while the used key is always 
bright," as Poor Richard says. Do you love life ? then 
do not squander time ; " That is the stuff life is made 
of," as Poor Richard says. — How much more than is 
necessary do we spend in sleep ! forgetting that " The 
sleeping fox catches no poultry." 

" If time be of all things the most precious, wasting 
time must be," as Poor Richard says, "the greatest 
prodigality :" since, as he elsewhere tells us, " Lost time 
is never found again ; and what we call time enough, 
always proves little enough." Let us then be up and 
doing, and doing to the purpose : so by diligence shall 
we do more, with less perplexity. Poor Richard says, 
" Sloth makes all things difficult, but industry all easy : 
He who rises late must trot all day, and shall scarcely 
overtake his business at night : Laziness travels so 
slowly, that Poverty soon overtakes him: Drive thy 
business, let not that drive thee :" and, 
'* Early to bed, and early to rise. 
Make a man healthy, wealthy, and wise." 

So what signify wishing and hoping for better times ? 
We may make these times better, if we bestir ourselves. 
" Industry needs not wish. There are no gains without 
pains : then help hands, for I have no lands ; or, if I 
have, they are smartly taxed. He who has a trade, 
has an estate ; and he who has a calling, has an office 
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of profit and honour ;" but then the trade must be 
worked at, and the calling well followed, or neither the 
estate, nor the office, will enable us to pay our taxes. — 
If we are industrious, we shall never starve; for, " At the 
working man s house, hunger looks in, but dares not 
enter." Nor will the bailiff or the constable enter; 
for, "Industry pays debts, while Despair increases them." 
What though you have found no treasure, nor has any 
rich relation left you a legacy, " Diligence is the mother 
of good luck ; and God gives all things to industry. 
Then plough deep, while sluggards sleep, and you shall 
have com to sell, and to keep.*' Work while it is called 
to-day, for you know not how much you may be hin- 
dered to-morrow. " One to-day is worth two to-mor- 
rows," as Poor Richard says; and farther, "Never 
leave that till to-morrow, which you can do to-day." — 
If you were a servant, would you not be ashamed 
that a good master should catch you idle ? Are you 
then your own master? be ashamed to catch your- 
self idle, when there is so much to be done for your- 
self, your family, and your country. Handle your 
tools Avithout mittens : remember that " The cat in 
gloves catches no mice," as Poor Richard says. It is 
true, there is much to be done, and perhaps, you are 
weak-handed ; but stick to it steadily, and you will 
see great effects : for, " Constant dropping wears away 
stones ; By diligence and patience the mouse eat in 
two the cable ;" and, " Little strokes fell great oaks." 

Methinks I hear some of you say : " Must a man 
afford himself no leisure ?" I will tell you, my friend, 
what Poor Richard says : " Employ your time well, if 
you mean to gain leisure ; and since you are not 
sure of a minute, throw not away an hour." Leisure is 
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time for doing something useful : this leisure the dili- 
gent man will obtain, but the lazy man never ; for, " A 
life of leisure, and a life of laziness, are two things. 
Many, without labour, would live by their wits only, 
but they break for want of stock ;" whereas Industry 
gives comfort, and plenty, and respect. "Flee from 
pleasures, and they will follow you : The diligent spin- 
ner has a large shift :" and, " Now I have a sheep and 
a cow, every body bids me good morrow." 

But with our industry, we must likewise be steady, 
settled, and careful ; oversee our own affairs with our 
own eyes ; and not trust too much to others : for, as 
Poor Richard says, 

" I never saw an oft-removed tree. 
Nor yet an oft -removed family, 
That throve so well as those that settled be." 

And again, " Three removes are as bad as a fire :' 
and again, " Keep thy shop, and thy shop will keep 
thee :" and again, " If you would have your business 
done, go ; if not, send." And again, 

" He that by the plough would thrive, 
Himself must either hold or drive." 

And again, " The eye of the master will do more 
work than both his hands :" and again, " Want of care 
does us more damage than want of knowledge." Trust- 
ing too much to others* care is the ruin of many ; but 
a man's own care is profitable. " If you would have a 
faithful servant, and one whom you like, serve yourself. 
A little neglect may breed great mischief. For want of 
a nail, the shoe was lost ; for want of a shoe, the horse 
was lost ; and for want of a horse, the rider was lost," 

H 4 
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being overtaken and slain by the enemy : all for want 
of a little care about a horseshoe nail. 

Section 8. 
Poor Richard ; or, The way to wealth continued. 

To industry, and attention to our own business, we 
must add fiiigality, if we would make our industry 
successful. A man may, if he knows not how to 
save as he gets, ^^keep his nose all his life to the 
grindstone, and die not worth a groat at last. A fat 
kitchen makes a lean will." 

" Many estates are spent in the getting, 
Since women, for tea, forsook spinning and knitting, 
And men, for drink, forsook hewing and splitting." 

" If you would be wealthy, think of saving, as well 
as of getting. We cannot be rich if our out-goes are 
greater than our in-comes." 

Away, then, with your expensive follies ; and you 
will not have much cause to complain of hard times, 
heavy taxes, and chargeable families : for 

" Drunkenness, gaming, and deceit. 
Make the wealth small, and the want great." 

And farther, " What maintains one vice, would bring 
up two children." You may think, perhaps, that a 
little liquor, diet a little more costly, clothes a little 
finer, and a little entertainment now and then, can be 
no great matter ; but remember, " Many a little makes 
a mickle." Beware of little expenses : " A small leak 
will sink a great ship," as Poor Richard says; and 
again, " Who dainties love, shall beggars prove." 

You often talk of buying goods ; but, if you do not 
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take care, they will prove evils to some of you. They 
are cheap, you say ; and they may be so : but if you 
have no occasion for them, they must be dear to you. 
Remember what Poor Richard says : " Buy what you 
have no need of, and ere long you shall sell your neces- 
saries." And again, " At a great pennjfworth pause a 
while :" he means, that perhaps the cheapness is ap- 
parent only, and not real ; or the bargain, by straitening 
you in your business, may do you more harm than 
good. For, in another place, he says, " Many have been 
ruined by buying good pennyworths." Again, " It is 
foolish to lay out money in a purchase of repentance ;'* 
and yet this folly is practised every day. 

Many persons, for the sake of finery on the back, 
go with hungry bellies, and half starve their families : 
** Silks and satins, scarlets and velvets, put out the 
kitchen-fire," as Poor Richard says. These are not the 
necessaries ^ of life; they can scarcely be called the 
conveniences : and yet only because they look pretty, 
how many want to have them ! — By these, and other 
extravagances, the genteel are reduced to poverty, and 
forced to borrow of those whom they formerly despised ; 
but who, through industry and frugality, have main- 
tained their standing : in which case it appears plainly, 
that, *' A ploughman on his legs is higher than a 
gentleman on his knees," as Poor Richard says. Per- 
haps they have had a small estate left them, which they 
knew not the getting of; they think, " It is day, and 
it will never be night ;" a little to be spent out of so 
much, is not worth minding : but, '' If we always take 
out of the meal'tub, and never put in, we shall soon 
come to the bottom," as Poor Richard says; and, 
" When the well is dry, people know the worth of 

h5 
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water." " If you would know the value of money, go 
and try to borrow some : for he who goes a borrowing, 
goes a sorrowing," as Poor Richard says ; " and, in- 
deed, so does he who lends to such people, when he 
goes to get his money again." Poor Dick farther 
advises, and says, 

" Fond pride of dress is sure a very curse ; 
Ere fancy you consult, consult your purse." 

And again, " Pride is as loud a beggar as Want ; and 
a great deal more saucy." When you have bought one 
fine thing, you must buy many more, that your appear- 
ance may be all of a piece ; but Poor Dick says, " It is 
easier to suppress the first desire, than to satisfy all that 
follow it." And it is as truly folly for the poor to ape the 
rich, as for the frog to swell, in order to equal the ox. 

" Vessels large may venture more; 
But little boats should keep near shore." 

It is, however, a folly soon punished : for, as Poor 
Richard says, "Pride that dines on vanity, sups on 
contempt : — ^Pride breakfasted with Plenty ; dined with 
Poverty ; and supped with Infamy." And, after all, of 
what use is this pride of appearance, for which so much 
is risked, so much is suffered ? It cannot promote health, 
or ease pain; it makes no increase of merit in the 
person ; it creates envy ; it hastens misfortune. 

But what madness it must be to run into debt for these 
superfluities ! — Ah ! think what you do when you run 
into debt. You give to another power over your liberty. 
If you cannot pay at the time, you will be ashamed to 
see your creditor ; you will be in fear when you speak 
to him ; you will make poor, pitiftd, sneaking excuses, 
and, by degrees, come to lose your veracity, and sink into 
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base, downright lying : for, " The second vice is lying, 
the first is running into debt," as Poor Richard says ; 
and again, to the same purpose, "Lying rides upon 
Debt's back ;*' whereas a freebom Englishman ought 
not to be ashamed, nor afraid, to see, or speak to, any 
man living. But poverty often deprives a man of all 
spirit and virtue. " It is hard for an empty bag to stand 
upright." Your creditor has authority, to deprive 
you of your liberty, by confining you in jail, if you 
should not be able to pay him. When you have got 
your bargain, you may, perhaps, think little of pay- 
ment ; but, as Poor Richard says, '' Creditors have 
better memories than debtors." The day comes round 
before you are aware ; and the demand is made before 
you are prepared to satisfy it : or, if you bear your debt 
in mind, the term, which at first seemed so long, will, 
as it lessens, appear extremely short. 

At present, perhaps, you may think yourselves in 
thriving circumstances, and that you can bear a little 
extravagance without injury : but 

" For age and want save while you may ; 
No morning-sun lasts a whole day." 

, Grain is uncertain ; but ever while you live, remember 
that expense is constant and certain. " It is easier to 
build two chimneys, than to keep one in fuel," as Poor 
Richard says : so, " Rather go to bed supperless, than 
rise in debt." " Get what you can ; and what you 
get, hold ;' honestly and fairly. 

This doctrine is reason and wisdom : but, after all, do 
not depend too much upon your own industry, and 
frugality, and prudence, though excellent things ; for 
they may all be blasted without the blessing of Heaven, 

hG 
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Therefore, ask that hlessing humbly : and be not un- 
charitable to those who at present seem to want it, but 
comfort and help them. Remember, Job suifered, and 
was afterwards prosperous. 

And now to conclude : " Experience keeps a dear 
school; but fools will learn in no other," as Poor 
Richard says, " and scarcely in that : for it is true, 
we may give advice, but we cannot give conduct.' 
However, remember this, "They who will not be 
counselled, cannot be helped ;" and farther, that, " If 
you will not hear Reason, she will surely rap your 

knuckles." 

Section 9. 

Wise sayings. 

The Jews have a saying among them, that, '' He 
who does not bring his son up to some business, makes 
him a thief." 

A man who gives his children a habit of industry 
and frugality, provides for them better than by giving 
them a stock of money. 

A good man, even in hard times, will do much 
better than a bad man, in the best of times. 

If our time and property, (however small that pro- 
perty may be,) are employed to the greatest advantage, 
we shall find that a fortune may be made in any situ- 
ation of life ; and that the poor man, who once wanted 
assistance himself, may become able to assist and re* 
lieve others. 

Idleness is the beginning of all vnckedness; — the 
root of all evil. 

Laziness is the high road to poverty. 

Idleness brings neither pleasure, honour, nor profit. 

A pious man once said to a lady : '^ Madam, if you 
do not employ your children, the devil will," 
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It is commanded in the Bible, (2 Thessalonians iii. 10,) 
" that if any would not work, neither should he eat/' 

The diligent, when in health, live well and com- 
fortably ; the slothful live hard and beggarly : and so, 
I believe, generally speaking, it is all over the world. 

The servants of Industry are known by their livery ; 
it is always whole and wholesome. Look at the ragged 
slaves of Idleness ; and judge which is the best master 
to serve. Industry or Idleness. 

Be quick in your motions ; and go about your busi- 
ness briskly : slow-motioned people lose a great deal 
of time. 

The first thing to be attended to about work, is, to do 
it well ; the next thing is to do it quick : both are of 
great consequence for our thriving in the world. — Work 
by the piece, or by the task, whenever you can ; if 
nobody else will task you, task yourselves. You will 
then work with greater spirit and pleasure ; and get 
much more done, in the same time. Be particularly 
on your guard against loitering at your work ; that is 
almost as bad as absolute idleness. 

Do every thing in its proper time : keep every thing 
to its proper use : put every thing in its proper place. 

Never let any thing go to ruin, for want of a little 
care in mending and repairing. " A stitch in time," 
as the good old proverb says, " saves nine." 

By proper care and management, a little may be 
made to go a great way. — They who are not good 
managers in small matters, do not deserve to be trusted 
with great ones. 

The spendthrift will say : " I have had this hat, or 
this gown, so long ; that is long enough : no matter 
what becomes of it now." The wise and economical 
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person will say : " I have had this hat, or this gown, 
so long ; and I hope I shall be able to make it last 
still longer." 

A sensible old man used to say : " Take care of the 
pence ; and the pounds will take care of themselves." 

Penny, whence camest thou ? Whither goest thou ? 
"When wilt thou come again ? — Penny and penny laid 
up, will be many. — A penny wasted, is a penny lost. — 
The Berkshire proverb says : " Save the penny, against 
a rainy day." — A pin a day is more than a groat a 
year. 

Youth is the time for saving : but little is then 
wanted. — One of the first lessons that children should be 
taught, is, whatever their income may be, to save part. 

If persons are economical in youth, they will, at a 
certain age, find themselves much richer than they 
ever expected to be. 

" Money," says the proverb, " makes money." When 
you have got a little, it is easy to get more. The great 
difficulty is to get that little. 

Do not buy upon trust. The ready penny always 
fetches the best bargain, 

'* Eat your brown bread first," is a very good rule 
for young persons setting out in the world. 

In the season of plenty, we should lay up something 
for the time of need. 

Without frugality, none can be rich; and with it, 
very few would be poor. 

The light of candles is dim, unwholesome, hurt- 
ful to the eyes, and expensive : the light of the sun 
is strong, pleasant, wholesome ; and it costs nothing. 
Then go to bed early, and rise early ; and you will 
have less candlelight, and more sunlight. 
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What is wasted at one time, is often wanted at 
another. 

A nobleman had the following words, (very proper 
to be remembered both in the kitchen and the parlour,) 
written in large letters, over the chimney-piece in his 
kitchen : " Waste not ; want not." 

Never throw away your money foolishly, let silly 
people say what they will. Let them have their jest ; 
and do you keep your money. 

He who spends idly a groat a day, spends idly above 
six pounds a year. He who saves a groat a day, saves 
above six pounds a year. 

He who idly loses five shillings' wq^th of time, loses 
five shillings ; and he might as prudently throw five 
shillings into the sea. 

He who can earn twelve shillings a week, by his 
labour, and goes abroad, or sits idle, one half of the 
week, though he spends but half a crown during his 
diversion or idleness, ought not to reckon that half 
a crown the only expense : he has really spent, or 
rather throvm away, six shillings besides. 

How much time and money are wasted on tobacco ! — 
Smoking, chewing tobacco, and taking snuff, are idle, 
dirty, and expensive habits. — " I have known," says 
a very sensible person, " three halfpence a day spent in 
snuff by a ragged fellow : (no wonder he was ragged !) 
which make more than two pounds a year; and in 
fifty years, (the man was more than seventy,) amount 
to upwards of one hundred pounds. If any one had 
given him a hundred pounds, he would have thought 
himself rich ; and he might have had as much, if he 
had saved all that he spent in useless, filthy snuff.'* 

People who instead of buying necessaries for them- 
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selves, and their families, or laying up something 
against a time of need, spend their monej in lotteries, are 
very truly said " to fling away good money after bad." 

Let honesty and industry be your constant compa- 
nions ; and always spend less than your clear gains : 
then, no creditors will insult you, nor want oppress 
you, nor hunger bite, nor nakedness freeze. 

If you spend your money as fast as you get it, no 
matter how ingenious, or industrious, you are, you will 
always be poor. Remember the good proverb that 
says : " Industry is Fortune's right hand, and Fru- 
gality her left." 

The way to we^th, if you desire it, is as plain as the 
way to market. It depends chiefly on two things, 
industry and frugality : that is, waste neither time nor 
money ; but make the best use of both. He who gets 
all he can honestly, and saves all he can properly, 
will certainly become rich ; if that great Being who 
governs the world, to whom all should look for a bless- 
ing on their honest endeavours, does not, in his wise 
providence, otherwise determine. 

Industry will make a man a purse ; and Frugality 
will find him strings to it. Neither the purse, nor the 
strings, will cost him any thing. He who has it, 
should only draw the strings as Frugality directs ; and 
he will be sure always to find a useftd penny at the 
bottom of it, when all his expenses are reckoned up 
and paid. 

The more you earn, the more you should save. 

Do you wish to be rich ? be industrious and frugal. 
Do you wish to be healthy ? be active, sober, and tem- 
perate. Do you wish to be happy, both here and here- 
after ? study your Bible, and do what it teaches you. 
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What can be a more shocking sight than a drunken 
man ? Nothing ;— -except a drunken woman. 

It is easier to abstain from drink, than to take only 
a little. — By intemperance, health is lost; money is 
lost ; domestic comfort is lost ; opportunities of in- 
struction, and means of grace, are lost ; life is lost ; 
immortal souls are lost. 

Let the poor man find his way to the cheapest market 
on Saturday ; to a place of divine worship on Sunday ; 
and, like an honest man, go to his work on Monday. 

It is a proverb among the Dutch, who are a busy and 
frugal people, that, "Thefts never enrich; alms never 
empoverish ; prayers hinder no work." 

The following generous proverb is in common use in 
the Isle of Man : *' When one poor person relieves 
another, God himself is pleased at the sight." 

" Charity," as the proverb says, " begins at home ;" 
but then it should not end at home. They who help 
nobody, cannot expect to find any to help them, in 
time of need. 

A mans good or bad name generally flies before 
him ; or, at least, treads upon his heels : it is a very 
foolish notion which some people take up, that they 
may behave ill in one place, and yet be respected in 
another. 

A knave may sometimes gain more than an honest 
man : but the honest man will gain more than the 
knave in the long run ; and with a clear conscience, 
which is one of the greatest of gains. 

He who swears, shows plainly that he neither fears 
offending wise and good persons, nor the great God 
himself. A sensible farmer, to prevent the odious cus- 
tom of profane swearing among his servants, bargained 
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with them that every such offence should be a forfeit 
of one shilling, as by law established. 

Sin is the greatest of all evils ; the salvation of the 
soul our best good ; and the grace of God our richest 
treasure. 

By sin and wickedness, people become very mise- 
rable : for, cheating and lying make them despised ; 
drunkenness ruins them, and their families ; idleness 
and extravagance produce beggary ; discontent is un- 
happiness ; stealing leads to the gallows ; and, what is 
worse than all, wickedness, which makes them unhappy 
in this world, carries them into everlasting misery in 
the next. On the other hand, by religion, people, 
even in very low circumstances, become happy and 
honourable : for, honesty gains them a character ; truth 
makes their word respected; sobriety preserves their 
health ; kind behaviour, neatness, and cleanliness, ren- 
der their homes pleasant and comfortable; industry 
and frugality drive out want ; contentment is real hap- 
piness ; faith in Christ, and holy prayers, make holy 
lives ; a good conscience gives peace at last ; and ever- 
lasting happiness crowns all. 

Section 10. 
Advice to young persons respecting friendly societies. 

The members of friendly societies, help and are 
helped ; they do good, and get good. They are, in 
general, sober, industrious, and frugal themselves ; 
and they encourage sobriety, industry, and frugality, 
in others. 

Young persons ! neglect not to become, as early as 
possible, members of some reputable, well-managed 
friendly society. Those societies in which ladies and 
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gentlemen, from a truly Christian desire to do good, 
are honorary members, and superintendents, are usually 
the best managed, the most profitable, and the most 
to be depended upon. The expense of contributing to 
friendly societies, is but small ; most young persons 
might easily lay by a great deal more, from their 
earnings in time of health. They would then have the 
unspeakable comfort to think, that, in sickness or old 
age, they should not die for want, as some poor wretches 
do ; nor come upon their parish ; nor be chargeable to 
any of their friends and neighbours : but that, with the 
blessing of God, they should have quite sufficient to 
maintain themselves decently, comfortably, and honour- 
ably *. Some young people when they are advised to 
become members of friendly societies, foolishly say: 
" I shall not be a member of any friendly society. I 
can do very well for myself: I want no help. I have 
very good health : most likely, I shall not live to be 
old." How few there are, who are not, at some time 
or other, afflicted with sickness ; and how many do we 
see, who once were young, healthy, and strong, now 
grown old, infirm, and helpless ? Besides, if people do 

• If well-established friendly societies, in all places where there 
are no saviko-banks, were to allow their members to put into 
their funds, small sums of money at interest, they would render a 
great service to many young persons : who, after they have very 
prudently saved money, often find themselves much at a loss how 
to place it out properly. — The kind attention of considerate mas- 
ters and mistresses, in allowing their servants interest for the 
money which they have paved ; or in advising and assisting them 
to put it out elsewhere, in a safe and proper manner ; is highly 
commendable, and very useful, especially to young persons : it 
attaches them to their places ; encourages them to be frugab 
industrious, and prudent ; and often lays the foundation of their 
future comfort and credit in life. 
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not want help themselves, they can hetter afford to help 
others ; and to give, every year, a trifle towards form- 
ing a fund for the relief of their sick, aged, and dis- 
tressed neighbours. It is written in the Bible, that we 
ought to bear one another's burthens ; and be kindly 
affectioned one to another. 

When you are become members of a friendly society, 
attend to the Rules of the society ; and follow them, 
in all respects, as exactly as possible. 

Be punctual in paying your contributions, on the 
very day on which they are due : never wait to be 
asked for them. If all members of friendly societies 
would do their duty in this respect, there would be 
much less trouble and perplexity in managing the ac- 
counts, than is usually the case. 

Never ask for, or desire, an allowance from the so- 
ciety, on any short, trifling illness ; and on no occa- 
sion, receive it longer, than you are fully entitled to it, 
according to the Rules. For fear you should make 
any mistake in this respect, consult, whenever you are 
in doubt, some prudent persons ; or, if you have an 
opportunity, the managers of the society. If you can- 
not be certain what is exactly just and equal, rather 
wrong yourselves, than wrong the society. 

If the members of your society meet, once a year, 
to attend divine service, and to hear a sermon, fail not, 
whenever you have an opportunity, to unite with them : 
you may then be instructed in your duty as members 
of the society, and of the great society of Christians. 
But on all other occasions, spend as little time, as 
possible, in attending the meetings of the society. 
If they are held at a public house, either send your 
money ; or, if you take it yourselves, stay no longer 
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than is necessary to pay it, and to do the business re- 
lating to the society, that is required of you. Many 
persons who once were sober and industrious, have, 
by going, on such occasions, to public houses, and 
getting into company, become idle and drunken ; and 
thus lost much more, than they ever gained, by being 
members of a friendly society. 

Do not grudge, nor allow yourselves to feel dissatis- 
fied, when any of your fellow-members receive the assist- 
ance from the society, to which they are entitled. Con- 
sider, that the time may come, and that speedily, when 
you, like them, may be afflicted ; and, like them, need 
kind pity and assistance. When you have a proper 
opportunity, visit them in their distress ; try to comfort 
and assist them ; and attend, in a sober and becoming 
manner, the funer^s of deceased members. In the house 
of mourning, the heart is made better : and it learns to 
bear afflictions, when they become its own lot. > 

If your society gives rewards for good behaviour, be 
thankful if you ever obtain any : and carefully check 
an envious and a repining spirit, when they fall to the 
lot of others ; even of those who, you think, do not 
frdly deserve them. Remember, that it is part of a 
Christian's duty, to "rejoice with them that do re- 
joice," as well as to " weep with them that weep :*' 
(Romans xii. 15.) and that true Christian "charity is 
kind ; envieth not ; is not puffed up ; thinketh no evil; 
hopeth all things." (1 Corinthians xiii. 4?— 7.) — How 
much is said in the Bible against envy, and strife, and 
evil-speaking ! 

Behave very respectfully to the managers of the so- 
ciety ; especially if they are ladies and gentlemen, who 
take so much trouble, without any prospect of benefit 
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to themselves. If they say, or do, any thing, that 
does not quite please you, be disposed to put the best 
construction on their conduct, rather than the worst. 
If you think they act amiss, or if they have given you 
particular offence, consider within yourselves whether 
it would not be doing wisely, and like Christians, to tell 
them so, in a very civil and respectful manner, rather 
than to speak ill of them behind their backs, when they 
cannot answer you. It is not at all likely that they 
would be offended at your telling them, honestly and 
civilly, what you thought : but if they heard that you 
backbited them, or made bitter complaints of them to 
other people, they would, indeed, have great cause to 
be displeased with you. It is most probable they 
would respect you, for dealing fairly and openly with 
them. At any rate, you would have the satisfaction of 
thinking that you had done your duty : which, after 
all, is one of the greatest comforts that we can have in 
this world. 

If you undertake any business relating to the society, 
do it attentively and faithfully, and to the best of your 
judgment : but, at the same time that you endeavour to 
do your duty to the society, avoid, as much as possible, 
disputing with any of the members, or speaking ill of 
them, or giving them any offence. — At all times, en- 
deavour to live with your fellow-members on good 
terms ; and do your best, to make your society peace- 
able and orderly, and worthy to be called by its sweet 
name, friendly. 

Do not, from mere fickleness, or from any trifling, ill- 
judged offence that you have taken against the mana- 
gers, or some of your fellow-members, or from any 
slight reasons, be induced to withdraw from the so- 
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ciety ; especially after you have paid your subscrip- 
tions for some years. Consider, if you act so impru- 
dently, you will lose all the benefit of your former 
contributions ; and if you are angry, you will but re- 
venge yourselves upon yourselves ! — If, on any account, 
you have fully determined to withdraw from the so- 
ciety, take the earliest opportunity of informing the 
managers, in a very civil and respectful manner ; with- 
out giving them the trouble of making any inquiries 
after you. Wish well to the society which you have 
left ; and say all the good you can of it. — Many per- 
sons who have, since they first became members of 
such societies, risen in the world, have very kindly 
continued their contributions, not intending to receive 
any benefit themselves, but merely from a desire to 
assist and encourage others, who have been less pros- 
perous ; or from a grateful remembrance of the benefit 
which they once received themselves : such conduct is 
very pleasing ; and deserves to be imitated by all who 
cure in the same circumstances. 

Section 11. 

Useful hints, 
1. On the cow pox inoculation* 

Parents ! if you wish your children to grow up as 
strong, and healthy, and beautiful, as Providence will 
allow : if you do not wish to spread a most loathsome, 
painful, and dangerous disorder amongst your neigh- 
bours, and their children ; or to have, in your own 
families, more sickness, more trouble and fatigue 
in nursing, and more doctors, and doctors' stuff, to 
pay for, than you can help : let your children, as 
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soon as possible, be inoculated for the cow pox, by some 
surgeon, or apothecary, or other skilful person, on whose 
care and judgment you can fully depend ; and be very 
thankful to Almighty God that this great and useful 
discovery has been made, in your day. — Inocula- 
tion for the cow pox has now been used for several 
years, with the greatest success. Many thousand per- 
sons received it, in the small pox hospital in Lon- 
don ; and though some thousands of them were after- 
wards inoculated for the natural small pox, not one of 
them took the infection. The cow pox inoculation is 
considered as a very great blessing, not only in this 
country, but in every part of the world, where it has 
ever been tried. In the East Indies, many thousand 
persons have passed through it, without one failure. — 
The British Parliament has highly commended it ; and 
given a handsome reward to Dr. Jeimer, the physician 
who made the discovery. And it has been highly 
commended by physicians, clergymen, and almost all 
kinds of persons, in all places, who have had any op- 
portunity of seeing its good eflects*. From the best au- 
thorities, it may be affirmed of this mode of inoculation, 



* The Rev. J. T. A. Reed, having kmdly inoculated, for the 
cow pox, without fee or present, upwards of four thousand seven 
hundred persons, in the neighbourhood of Buckingham, made the 
following declarations, in the year 1807 : " "i* After a practice of 
more than six years, I declare that no instance has occurred of 
any one inoculated by me, being afterwards infected with the 
small pox. 2. ] never, during that period, have seen a single 
arm, that required surgical assistance ; or any other dressing, 
further than a little oil, or milk and water. 3. I never knew an 
instance of a life being endangered, or a taint left in the con- 
stitution, by the cow pox. On the contrary, I can produoe per- 
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it is perfectly safe, and seldom painful ; it may be given 
to infants of any age ; it never disfigures the person in- 
oculated ; when it is properly given, it either totally 
prevents the small pox, or renders it, in almost every 
case, mild and free from danger ; the disease which it 
produces, is so slight, that it seldom hinders the people 
who have it, from following their usual occupations ; 
and it spreads no infection. 

Young people ! if you, and your brothers and sisters, 
have not already been inoculated, or had the natural 
small pox, try to persuade your parents, to let you, 
and them, be inoculated for the cow pox, as soon as 
■ possible. Follow the advice of good and wise people ; 
and trust in the Lord's care and goodness. 

2. On cleanliness. 

Cleanliness contributes very much to the growth of 
children ; and to the health and comfort of all persons. 
" Cleanliness," says the proverb, " is next to godliness." 

We ought to be very cleanly, both for the sake of our 
own health, and comfort, and credit ; and for the sake 
of the healthland comfort of all who live with us, or 
come near us. It is very unpleasant to look upon 
filthy persons, or to be near them ; their smell is offen- 

Bons, who date a period of health unknown before, from the turn 
of the cow pox ; this disease having apparently a tendency to 
cleanse the constitution." — When Mr. Reed, having fully satis- 
fied himself of the safety and propriety of the cow pox inoculation, 
proposed to inoculate his parishioners, his offer was very generally 
accepted. Many of them, being milkers, said : " We all know that 
nobody ever died of the cow pox ; and we all know that nobody ever 
had the small pox after it : but what an odd thing it is, that any 
body should think of inoculating with it !" Some of the persons 
whom Mr. Reed inoculated, nursed small pox patients ; and even 
slept with those, who died in a most dreadful condition. 

I 
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sive; ihea filth, and the vermin with which thej 
abound, bugs, fleas, and lice, oflten infect the cleanly. 
The itch, and many other diseases, arise, chiefly, £tom 
the want of cleanliness. An eminent physician recont- 
mends, as a great means of promoting health, that 
every person should be washed from head to foot, once 
a week, on the evening before the sabbath-day. Bad 
fevers seldom break out, or continue long, in houses that 
are thoroughly clean ; -and have plenty of frei^ air let 
into them, by the frequent opening of doors and windows. 
Children who have lousy, scabby heads, and tiieir skin 
covered with filth and vermin ; and who have on only a 
few dirty, ragged clothes, not sufficient to keep their poor 
little bodies warm, or even to hide their nakedness; 
are a disgrace to their parents, and to a Christian coun- 
try : and such children, if they live^ mostly ^ow up to 
be idle, bold, and worthless men and women. It costs 
so little to be clean, and requires so little time and at- 
tention ^very day, that the poorest peoj^e alive, may he 
clean, if they will but exert themselves.— -How refresh- 
ing cleanliness is, whether we are in sickness, or in 
health ! how enlivening to the spirits ! how good both 
for our bodies and minds! and how very pleasing, to 
all who look upon us, or who have any dealings with 
us ! even filthy people themselves love and admire 
cleanliness in others. 

And we ought to be cleanly, because it is written in 
the Bible : " Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness 
of the flesh and spirit." (2 Corinthians vii. 1.) *' Know 
ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost ? — Glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God's." (1 Corinthians vi. 19, 20.) "Pre- 
sent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service." (Romans 
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xii. 1.) Our bodies cannot be fit temples for the Holy 
Ghost, nor holj sacrifices to God, if they are filthy : 
nothing is holy that is unclean. 

3. On fortuneteUing, S^c. 

Spend no time, nor money, on fortunetellers, or 
conjurers, or any such kind of people. They are idle, 
and wicked. They prefer getting their living by im- 
posing upon people, rather than by honest labour. They 
pretend to know what nobody knows but the Almighty ; 
and what nobody ought to wish to know. " Sufficient 
imto the day is the evil thereof," as it is said in the 
Bible ; and, "Boast not thyself of to-^morrow, for thou 
knowest not what a day may bring forth." Besides, 
witchcraft and fortunetelling, and all such base doings, 
are strictly forbidden by the holy law of God. " Ye 
shall not use enchantments, nor observe times." (Le- 
viticus xix. 26.) " Regard not them that have familiar 
spirits, neither seek.a&er wi^zards, to be defiled by them : 
I am the Lord your God." (lACviticus xix. 31.) " There 
shall not be found among you any one that useth divi- 
nation, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a 
witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, 
or a wizard, or a necromancer : for all that do these 
things are an abomination unto the Lord." (Deuter- 
onomy xviii. 10, 11, 12.) 

It is very foolish to talk about lucky or unlucky days. 
The great God made all the days ; and he is alike good, 
and wise, and powerful, on all days. He made all the 
days there are, for good purposes ; and none for evil 
ones. We shall find that all days are lucky, on which 
we mind our business, and earnestly endeavour to do 
our duty. And it is very foolish to talk, as some people 

i2 
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do, about trifling little things which they call signs ot 
good or bad luck ; about telling or interpreting dreams j 
and about ghosts, and other wonderful things which 
they fancy they see in the night. Before people begin 
to talk of such things^ or to listen to them, they should 
recollect what the Apostle Paul says^ in his first Epistle 
to Timothy : (iy. 7 :) " Refuse profane and old wives' 
fables; and exercise thyself rather unto godliness/' 

4. On sabbaih-breaJcing* 

A yery sensible farmer used to say, that if servants 
would not serve their Maker, on a Sunday, there could 
jiot be much dependence on them, to serve their mas-» 
ters, during the remainder of the week. 

Many persons have confessed at the gallows, that 
profaning the Lord's day, was the beginning of that 
wicked course of life, which had brought them to so 
disgraceful, and so sad an end. 

5. On drunkenness. 

What a terrible thing drunkenness is ! How odious the 
drunken man looks ! How foolishly he talks, and be- 
haves! How vilely he throws away his Maker's best 
gifts : reason, time, health, peace of mind, and the power 
of doing good, and being good ! If he has a wife and 
family, what comfort, or assistance, can they receive 
from him ? or how can they look up to him, with love^ 
honour, and confidence ? How cruelly he neglects^ 
abuses, and robs them ! What a shameful example he 
sets them ! Often, perhaps, they are afraid, or ashamed, 
to see him : and yet, when he is not with them, they 
are full of fears about him. " Perhaps," say they, " he 
will fall, and kill himself: or perhaps he will get into 
foolish quarrels^ and fight ; and be taken to prison, as 
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a disturber of the peace, or a murderer ! and then what 
will become of him ?" 

But often, yery often, the family of the drunkard 
are as idle and wicked as himself; and they care 
little for him, or for one another. There is no true 
love or peace among them. Drunkenness, and wicked^ 
ness of yarious kinds, are all their delight, and all they 
care about. 

Young persons ! beware of every temptation to 
drunkenness. Beware of the alehouse, the pot-house, 
the tap -room, the liquor-shop. Beware of every occasion^ 
every place, every person, that would allure you to 
drink more than is proper for you. It is almost im- 
possible to make you fully understand the extreme folly 
and wickedness of drunkenness ; and the danger of it, 
both to body and soul. — It is much easier to refrain 
wholly from drinking at first, than at last. There is no 
vice that is learned with so much ease, or left off with 
so much difficulty, as drunkenness. It has been very 
truly said : " A poor lad going to an alehouse, is like 
a silly fish going to drink in a hoop net. It is easy to 
get in ; but he does not know how to find his way 
out." They who, in their early years, use themselves 
to drinking any kind of strong liquor, are in great 
danger of becoming drunkards. Never be persuaded to 
take any gin, rum, or brandy, or a dram of any kind, 
unless, in time of sickness, it is particularly recom- 
mended to you, by a doctor or some discreet person, 
as a medicine. Dram drinking, sooner than any other 
kind of drinking, makes people unfit for any thing 
good ; and destroys their health, and^ peace of mind. 
When you are much exposed to cold, wet weather, 
especially at nights, try to keep yourselves warm. 

Id 
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not by taking drams, or anj strong drink, but b j pro- 
per clothing, by exercise, and by rubbing your hands, 
and feet, and other parts of your body that are most 
affected by the cold or wet. Never accustom yourselyes 
to drink except at meal times : drinkii^ often and much, 
only occasions more thirst ; and is a great hinderance 
of work. — ^At public houses the wicked meet togethar ; 
and often lay plans of folly and wickedness. There^ 
they draw in thoughtless young persons, and teach 
them to drink, and curse, and. swear, and game; jo 
go after cockfights, and barrels of beer ; to ne^ect their 
lawful business^ and their duty to God and man ; to 
become poachers, smugglers, thieves, and vs^bonds! 
^' What a number of alehouses, and pot-houses," says a 
yery sensible man, ^^ has the deril set up in eyery part 
of the country ! It is enough to make one's hair stand 
on end, to hear of such doings. There is hardly a 
village where you may not find one of these bad houses. 
Here the devil keeps school. Many a poor lad might 
have done well, if he had not been drawn into these 
wicked places. Look at those who frequent them. 
You will always find them idle, profligate people; 
esteemed by nobody, doing good to nobody ; suffering 
their poor fi^milies, if they have any, to live in rags, 
and filth, and wretchedness." 

Shameful, and abominably wicked, are the lives of 
drunkards ! and dreadful will their lot be hereafler ; for 
it is written in God's most holy book, (1 Corinthians 
vi. 10,) that ^' Drunkards shall not inherit the king- 
dom of God !" 

6, On marrioffe. 
Young persons ! if ever you think of marrying, and 
wish to be happy, useful, and respectable, as husbands 
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asd wiyes, fathers and mothers ; earnestly endeayour to 
improve in all Christian virtue, especially in humility, 
patience, meekness, and contentedness. Lay up as 
great a stock, as possible, of money, honestly and fairly 
gained ; of good principles ; and of good humour. Neg- 
lect no proper opportunity of improving in habits of in- 
dustry and frugality ; and of learning the art of support- 
ing and managing a family, in a decent, comfortable, and 
orderly manner. Avoid, as much as possible, keeping 
company with idle and pro^e people. Never enter- 
tain the most distant idea of marrying any persons but 
those whom your parents and friends approve; who 
are diligent in their business, sober, and prudent ; who 
are firee firom debt ; (for if people run into debt when 
they are single, what can be expected from them, when 
they have families to maintain ?) and, above all, who 
fear and serve the Lord. They who marry drunkards, 
spendthrifts, or profane persons, must expect nothing 
but shame and misery : certain shame and misery in 
this world ; and, perhaps, shame and misery even in 
the world to come, for it is to be feared, many have been 
rained for ever, by thoughtless, ill-advised marriages. 

Do not marry too young : nor till you have a pros- 
pect of maintaining a family comfortably and honour- 
ably : nor till you have often, and seriously, reflected 
what an awful engagement marriage is, and the many 
cares and duties it will bring upon you ; and have ear- 
nestly and humbly prayed to your heavenly Father, to 
direct and bless your choice ; to guard you firom danger, 
on the right hand and on the left ; and to enable you 
by the assiiStance of his holy Spirit, to perform the 
duties of the new state of life into which he is pleased 

i4 
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to call you. ^' In all thy ways acknowledge him, and 
he shall direct thy paths */' 



Section 12. 

Striking instances of sobriety, industry, and /rugaiUy. 

1. The widow. 

In a Tillage ahout three miles from Northampton, 
lived a poor, but very good woman. After the death 
of her husband, she had, with great difficulty, and much 
patience, diligence, and humility, brought up a large 
family of children, without being chargeable to the 
parish ; which, as it was quite beyond her hope, she 
often spoke of with great delight. At length, when 
worn out with age and infirmity, she lay upon her 
dying bed, she expressed, in a most lively and affecting 
maimer, her hope of future glory and happiness. Yet 
amidst all the comfort of such a prospect, there was one 
thing that lay heavy on her mind : which was, that as 
her journey, and her stock of provisions, were both 
ended together, she feared that she must either be 
buried at the parish expense ; or that her most affec- 
tionate daughters, to perform the last office of duty to 
her, (which she had reason to believe they would do,) 
must strip the house of some of the few movables 
remaining in it. — While she was struggling with this 
last distress. Dr. Doddridge, though he did not know 
the extremity of her illness, came in; and brought 
with him a guinea, which colonel Gardiner, on 
hearing the character of the family, had sent for their 
relief. This present, (probably the most considerable 

• Proverbs iii. 6, 
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which they had ever received,) coming in this manner 
from a stranger, and at such a time, threw the good 
old woman into a transport of joy. She would be 
raised up in her bed, that she might bless God for it, 
upon her knees : and, with her last breath, pray for her 
kind and generous benefactor ; and for Dr. Doddridge, 
who had been the means of her receiving this bounty. 
And soon after, she expired in great peace, 

2. The exemplary tradesman, 
Mr. Samuel Richardson, an eminent printer, in Lon« 
don, served a seven years* faithfiil apprenticeship to 
a master who was so intent on gain, that he grudged 
him every hour of leisure and diversion, which other 
masters usually allow to their apprentices. ^' I was 
obliged to take," said he, " from the hours of rest and 
relaxation, my reading times for the improvement of 
my mind. But I took care, that even my candle was 
of my own purchasing, that I might not, in the most 
trifling instance, make my master a sufferer ; (who used 
to call me the pillar of his house ;) and not to disable 
myself by sitting up, from performing my duty to him 
in the day-time." After the end of Richardson's ap- 
prenticeship, he was employed, for five or six years, in 
a printing-office ; and part of the time as an overseer : 
and thus working his way upwards into day-light, he 
at length took up his freedom, and began business for 
himself. 

He had been diligent and conscientious as an appren- 
tice ; he was assiduous and liberal as a master, He 
loved to encourage diligence, and early rising, among 
his journeymen and apprentices. His punctuality, his 
integrity, and the honour and generosity of his dealings, 
«oon gained him friends ; and his business greatly pros-^ 

i5 
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pered. He was one of the most attentive of men to the 
calls of business : he placed an absolute reliance on Pro- 
vidence, and his own endeavours. He was sober, tem- 
perate, and regular, from his jouth up ; he never suf- 
fered himself to be drawn into anj low, vicious pursuits, 
or corrupted hj the bad examples which he saw : so 
thart; when he was advanced in years, he was able to 
say : '^ I never was in a bad house : nor, to my know- 
leJge. in company ^th a bad woman/'Ue married 
the daughter of the printer to whom he had been ap- 
prentice; an amiable and respectable young woman. 
He was a good husband and father ; and he was much 
beloved and respected in his family, and by his Mends. 
He was kind to his relations ; many of whom, as well 
as oUier persons, received much assistance from him* 
as he rose in the world, 

3. The femaie farmert, 

Mrs. Sarah Spencer was the daughter of a gentle- 
man in Sussex : her brother was once high sheriff of 
the county. She had been genteelly educated, and 
with such notions as are common to people in her rank 
of life ; yet, on the death of her father, she found that 
her whole fortune was not sujQicient for her mainte- 
nance. Her sister Mary was left in the same situation. 
They either had no relations, on whom they could 
quarter themselves, or they thought such a state of 
dependence but a kind of beggary. Unaccustomed to 
work, and ashamed to beg, they seemed to have no 
prospect but that of pining to death in helpless and 
hopeless penury. At a loss what else to do, they took 
a farm ; and, without ceasing to be gentlewomen, be- 
came farmers. This farm they carried on for many 
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y^ars, much to their credit and advantage ; and, as far 
as example goes, not leas to the advantage of their 
neighbourhood. Marks of their good husbandry were 
long visible in the village in which they lived. They 
were visited and respected by the gentry around them, 
as they deserved to be ; and, not unfrequently, in the 
same day, they divided their hours in the labours of 
the farm, and in receiving company of the highest 
rank and distinction. To many of their poorer rela- 
tions, they were not only kind but useful. And whmi 
they died, they were very sincerely regretted. 

4. The knUterA, 

"Travelling through the counties of Aberdeen and 
Bamf," says lord Kames, in a letter to the duchess of 
Gordon, dated August, 1770, "it is pleasant to see the 
young creatures turning out every where from their 
little cottages, full of curiosity, but not less fiill of 
industry ; for every one of them is employed : and in 
knitting stockings, they lose not all the while a single 
motion of their fingers. This sight I have never beheld 
without delight.** — In most parts of Wales, and in 
many other places, women and girls are seldom seen 
without their knitting, at any spare moment ; or when 
carrying their milkpails, or driving cattle, or engaged 
in any work that leaves their hands at liberty. 

5. The collier husbandnmn, 

James Crolt worked in the colliery of William Danby, 
esq. of Swinton, in tl>e North Biding of Yorkshire. 
His master let him have about seventeen acres of moor 
land ; which, in the course of a few years, he improved 

le 
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in a surprising manner, and rendered very productive. 
His work in the colliery was regular ; equal, in every 
respect, to that of the other men, and, in some respects, 
superior. His hour of going to the mine was twelve 
o'clock at night ; and the work was over at noon the 
next day. The remainder was all the time he had to 
perform his wonders in husbandry. He never expended 
one shilling in hiring the labour of another man : nor 
received assistance of any kind, except some little in 
weeding potatoes, and other slight work, from his chil- 
dren ; only one of whom was a boy, who worked with 
him in the colliery. The quantity of lime which he 
laid on his land, was very great, and much more than 
was commonly used by the neighbouring farmers ; and 
the number of ploughings which he gave his fields, was 
equally superior : yet all this labour was performed with 
a single galloway ; and the lime brought six miles. 

6. Wise savings, 

William White, a Dorsetshire day-labourer, having no- 
thing but his own labour to depend upon, saved regularly 
ten pounds a year : an example of frugality and sobriety 
which is much to his honour ; and which numbers of his 
brethren all over the kingdom might imitate, if they had 
but the resolution. These savings he continued for 
twenty years ; laying up, in this manner, the sum of 
two hundred pounds. He then took about four acres 
of land, part of it bog-land, which he cultivated very 
industriously, with his own hands. He kept gradually 
adding to his land, till, at length, he became a .con« 
siderable farmer : and was highly distinguished for the 
excellent management of his land ; and particularly for 
the skill and diligence with which he improved boggy 
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soils. — He met with considerable losses by fire, but 
repaired his buildings, with his own hands ; being hia 
own carpenter, mason, and thatcher. 




7. The farm labourer. 

In the year 1786, died George Barwell, aged seventy- 
three : whose honesty, industry, and good sense, were 
such as are rarely found in a farm labourer. From 
the earnings of hard labour, he reared five children 
to maturity. After they were grown up, and able to 
maintain themselves, he saved, by the same industry 
and frugality which, in his younger days, had supported 
his family, enough to support himself in his old age ; 
and died worth a hundred pounds. Having once been 
asked how a common farm labourer, with his small 
earnings, could rear a large family, without any assist* 
ance, he said, he had frequently been hard put to it ; 
" but," added he, with a sigh, " no man knows what 
he can do, till he is tried." At his death, he owed 
only sixpence ; and he entreated his children to remem- 
ber to pay it. 

8. The young printer. 

When Benjamin Franklin was a young man, he 
worked in a printing-house, in London, as a pressman, 
and afterwards as a compositor. He applied assidu- 
ously to his business ; and was very desirous of laying 
by some money. He drank nothing but water. The 
other workmen, to the number of about fifty, were 
great dnnkers of beer. They were surprised to see, 
that he was much stronger, and more active, than those 
who drank porter. The beer-boy had sufficient em- 
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plojment, during the whole day, in serving that house 
alone. Franklin's fellow-pressman drank several pints 
of beer in the course of the day ; and had every Saturday 
night a score of four or five shillings to pay : an expense 
from which Franklin was wholly free. " Thus," said 
he, '^ do these poor creatures continue, all their lives, in 
a state of wilful wretchedness and poverty." He lived 
in the utmost harmony with his fellow-labourers ; and 
soon acquired considerable influence among them. His 
example prevailed with several of them, to giv^ up 
the practice of having bread and cheese, and beer, for 
breakfast : and they procured, like him, from a neighbour- 
ing house, a good basin of warm gruel, in which was a 
slice of butter, with toasted bread, and nutmeg. ^' This," 
said he, ^ was a much better breakfast, which did not 
cost more than a pint of beer ; and, at the same time, 
preserved the head clearer." He gained the esteem of 
his master, by his assiduous application to business, never 
observing " Saint Monday." His extraordinary quick^^ 
ness always procured him such work as was most urgent ; 
and which is commonly best paid. The early hours he 
kept, and the little trouble he occasioned in the family 
where he lodged, gave so much satisfaction, that the 
mistress of the house, rather than part with him, let him 
have the lodging at a much lower rate, than she usually 
charged. He was so careful of his money, that he 
bought nothing for himself that was not absc^utely 
necessary, except a few books. 

When he began business for himself, at Philadelphia, 
his unwearied industry, the punctuality of his payments, 
and the justice of his dealings, gsdned him great reputa- 
tion and credit. ^' The industry of this FrankHn,*' said 
Dr. Bard, '^ is superior to any thing of the kind I ever 
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saw. I see him still at work when I return home at 
night ; and he is at it again in the morning hefore his 
neighbours are out of bed," " I took care," said Frank- 
lin, '^ not only to be really industrious and frugal, but 
also to avoid every appearance of the contrary. I was 
plainly dressed ; and never seen in any place of public 
amusement. I never went a fishing, or a hunting. 
And to show that I was not above my business, I 
sometimes conveyed home in a wheelbarrow, the paper 
which I purchased at the warehouses. The merchants 
solicited my custom; and my little trade went on 
prosperously." 

9. The blue coat bojf, 

Walter Scott, the son of John Scott, a carpenter, was 
bom at Boss, in Herefordshire ; and brought up in the 
blue coat school, in that town. At the age of thirteen, 
he went to London, to an uncle, who was a plasterer ; 
with whom he found employment. In course of time, 
he succeeded to his uncle's business ; and, by his honest 
application and diligence, gained a very handsome for- 
tune. Towards the close of life, he visited the place 
of his birth, which he had never seen from the time 
he first left it. When he was there, he inquired into 
the state of the school, in which he had been educated. 
It was not then very prosperous ; and he declared there 
should be a better blue coat school at Ross, than there 
ever had been. He provided by his will for the en- 
dowment of a school, for dothing and educating thirty 
boys, and twenty girls. 

Soon after his death, a spot of ground was purchased, 
for the building of the schoolhouse ; and on a square 
plate, in the middle of the foundation stone, was en- 
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graven the following inscription : " On the fifth day of 
June, 1792, and in the thirty-second year of the reign 
of his majesty king George the third, the first stone of 
this school was laid, in the presence of the treasurer 
and the trustees, hy order of the executers of the late 
Mr. Walter Scott, a native of this town ; 'who, by his 
will, bequeathed two hundred pounds per annum, for 
the support of the same. — And that there may remain 
to posterity, a monument of this parish's afiection to 
the man, who thus evinced his liberality, and his gra- 
titude for the education, which he had received in a 
school supported by voluntary contributions, to his 
memory we have caused the above to be inscribed." 

10. The industrious couple^ 

Ann Hurst was bom at Witley, in Surrey : there, she 
lived the whole of a long life ; and there, she died. 
As soon as she was thought able to work, she went 
to service. After some years, she married James 
Strudwick; who, like her own father, was a day- 
labourer. With this husband, she lived, a hard-working, 
contented wife, upwards of fifty years. He worked 
more than threescore years on one farm; and his 
wages, summer and winter, were regularly a shilling 
a day. He never asked more ; nor was he ever offered 
less. In all his life, as his wife often said, he never 
spent five shillings in any idleness. They had seven 
children ; and lived to see six daughters married, and 
three of them the mothers of sixteen children, all 
brought up to be day-labourers. Strudwick continued 
to work till within seven weeks of the day of his death : 
and at the age of fourscore, in 1787, he closed, in 
peace, a not inglorious life. To the day of his death. 



MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 209 

he never received a farthing in the way of parish aid. 
His wife gave him a very decent fiineral. She sur- 
vived him about seven years ; and, though bent with 
age and infirmities, and little able to work, except as a 
weeder in a gentleman's garden, she would not, either 
ask or receive, any relief from her parish. To come 
upon the parish, she always considered as one of the 
heaviest of human calamities. For six or seven of the 
last years of her life, she received twenty shillings a 
year from the person who wrote this account, which 
he drew up from her own mouth. 

] 1. The Manokesier alehouse. 

There resides in the market-place of Manchester, 
(in 1795) a man of the name of John Shawe; who 
keeps a common public house, which is much fre- 
quented. At eight o'clock in the evening, every per- 
son must quit the house ; and no liquor is ever served 
out after that hour. Should any one be presumptuous 
enough to stop, Mr. Shawe brings out a whip with a 
long lash, and proclaiming aloud, " Past eight o'clock, 
gentlemen !" soon clears his house. He has kept 
strictly to this rule for upwards of fifty years ; accom- 
panied by an old woman servant, for nearly the same 
length of time. For this excellent regulation, he fre- 
quently receives the thanks of the ladies of Manches- 
ter, and is often toasted ; nor is any one a greater 
favourite with the townsmen, than this respectable old 
man. He is now far advanced in life, not much short 
of eighty ; and is still a strong, stout, hearty man. 

12. The Cumberland spinner. 

The following is a statement of the earnings and 
expenses of a woman, in the year 1796, who was sixty^ 
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one years old. It is an instance of Cumberland eco* 
nomj, among many others that might be pointed ^ut. 

INCOME. 

She spins wool for her neighbours, about ) £^ g^ ^ 

15 weeks in a year, and earns 4d. a > 1 10 

day, and her rictuals ) 

The remaining 37 weeks, she spins lint \ 

at home, for a manufacturer, and earns > 2 1 7^ 

I3^d, a week J 

Total earnings ... £.3 11 7^ 

Interest of £. 10 ... 10 

Total income ,.. £.4* 1 7 J 

EXPENSES. 

House-rent, 10s. ; fiiel, (peat and turf,) 7s. 17 

Barley, 2| bushels at 5s 12 € 

Oatmeal, 6 stones at 2s. 4d 14 

Butter, 5s. 4d. ; milk, 5s. 6|d 10 lOJ 

She gets 3 pecks of potatoes planted for \ 

her; her turf -ashes produce about 9 > 2 

bushels ; balance of expense about / 

Tea not used ; sugar and treacle 4 

Salt, candles, soap, &c, — 4 

Clogs, (one pair in 2 years,) Is. Cd, ; ^ 



:} 



shoes, (one pair in 7 years,) 6d 

Butcher's meat. Is. 6d. ; wheaten bread. Is. 2 6 
Shifts, 2s. 9d. ; other clothes, &c. 10s 12 9 



Total expenses ... £.4 1 7 J 

This woman's earnings are small ; but she makes her 
expenses correspond. She seems perfectly happy, con- 
tent, and cheerful ; and always takes care to avoid debt. 
Her father rented a small farm of only eight pounds a 
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year : and as he was yeiy lame, she was obliged to do 
the greatest part of the work. On his death she dis- 
posed of the stock, &c. ; and after paying all his debts 
and funeral expenses, she had ten pounds remaining, 
which she placed in the hands of her landlord : the 
interest of this money pays her rent. When she was 
able to reap in harvest, she earned a little more money ; 
yet, notwithstanding her present scanty income, she 
has no thoughts of applying to the parish. She receives 
no assistance whatever from her friends. Her common 
diet is hasty pudding, milk, butter, and potatoes. She 
was brought up in the most frugal manner ; and she 
feels no inconvenience from living so abstemiously. 
She never had a tea pot in her house, at any time of 
her life. 

13. The Sunderland shepherd. 
An old man, who is a shepherd (in 1796) on Sun- 
derland common, has brought up ten children by his 
own labour ; without receiving any assistance from the 
parish, or from any body. To some of his hoy^ he has 
given a decent education. He has only four children 
living. His eaqiings have generally been five or six 
shillings a week >^ and he has chiefly been employed 
in husbandry. 

14. 7%e Westmoreland ktbowrer^ 

A labourer near Kendal, about twenty-nine years of 
age, who has a wife and three children, says, (in 1796,) 
that he does not spend a shilling in an alehouse, in 
the whole year. 

15. The master cMmney sweeper. 

The following pleasing account of a respectable 
master chimneysweeper, was written in the year 1797, 
by sir Thomas Bernard. 
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"Mr. Dayid Porter, a master chimneysweeper in 
London, has, from the age of eighteen, lost few oppor-^ 
tunities of improving either his mind, or his fortune, 
He has hrought up and maintained his family, with 
credit and character. Being asked how he had suc- 
ceeded so well in business, he answered : ' By nerer 
having an idle hour, or an idle guinea.' In the first 
year he began business, finding no employment in the 
summer, he went into Lincolnshire, where he was known, 
and worked at harrest work ; and brought home, at the 
end of harrest, something handsome. When he ad- 
vanced a little further in life, and had some money 
beforehand, he always employed that money to great 
advantage. 

His boys are kindly treated, and well kept : and, 
though they have the usual sooty appearance on week- 
days, they are cleaned, and made neat, on Saturday 
night, or early on Sunday morning ; and they regu-^ 
larly attend Divine service at church, on Sunday, 
He does not allow them to be employed, or sent out, 
on the Lord's day. I lately made him an unexpected 
visit, in order to see them at their Sunday dinner: 
he had just refused to send two of them to the house of 
one of his best customers, to do something at the kitchen 
chimney. I had very great pleasure in seeing his jour- 
neymen and boys sitting down to a good meal of boiled 
mutton, and rice pudding, served up in a very cleanly 
and comfortable manner. Their behaviour was decent, 
orderly, and cheerful. In proof of the good effects of 
his attention to them, I have to add, that, in thirty^ 
two years, he has lost only two apprentices by death : 
and that none of them ever had any sjnnptoms of the 
dreadful disease called the chimneysweepers cancer; 
a disorder so common and so fatal to the climbing boys, 
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in consequence of their being too seldom wasbed, and 
cleaned of the soot, and too thinly clad to resist the 
cold." 

16. The good mother » 

Joanna Martin, the wife of a day-labourer at Hunts- 
pill, in the northern part of Somersetshire, was left a 
widow with six young children, and not a shilling in the 
world to feed them with. The parish officers had no 
objection to receive the children into the poor-house : 
but the good mother would not part with them ; and 
determined to depend upon nothing but Providence^ 
and her own activity, for the support of her numerous 
family. " For many a long month,*' said she, " have I 
risen daily at two o'clock in the morning ; done what 
was needful for the children ; gone eight or ten miles, 
on foot, to a market, with a large basket of pottery ware 
on my head ; sold it, and returned with the profits be-^ 
fore noon." By this hard labour, Joanna, in the course 
of a year, heaped up the sum of one guinea and a half ; 
when, being under the necessity of quitting the cottage 
in which she lived, she resolved to build one for herself. 
Being, as she said, a famoTis architect^ and a very good 
workman^ she did great part of the work with her own 
hands. " Well," said she to some gentlemen, who, 
when she was far advanced in life, were making in- 
quiries respecting her history, " with the assistance of 
a good God, I was able at last to finish my cottage ; 
which, though I say it myself, is a very tight little 
place. And after some time, having saved another trifle, 
I bought the old cart I am now in ; and the little pony 
you see, with which, though I gave only half a guinea 
for her, I would not part, for the best fifty shillings that 
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ever wete told. I wanted the cart and pony ill enough, 
for what with smartish work, and not very good living, 
I hegan to find my legs fail ; and that I could not walk 
thirty miles a day so well, as I walked them twenty 
years ago. With these, however, I am ahle to cany 
pottery to the different market-towns round ahout, and 
drive a pretty brisk trade. To be sure I am not very 
rich ; but what I have, is all of my oivn getting. I 
never begged a halfpenny of any one ; I brought up 
my children without the help of the overseers; and I can 
now maintain myself, without being obliged to them." 

1 7 . The indtisirioua children. 

In a comfortable cottage, on lord Winchelsea's estate, 
in Rutlandshire, a day-labourer, in the year 1799, was 
bringing up, and supporting nine children ; all of them 
healthy, well fed, clean, and neatly dressed. One of 
them, a little girl, under four years of age, was aaked if 
she could spin. " No," said she ; " I am too little : 
but I can knit." '^ Her sister," said the mother, pointing 
to another girl, between five and six years of age, 
" spins very well. She got a prize, this year, for gin- 
ning ; and brought home a premium, of the vaLue of 
six shillings, in clothing." 

18. The respectcbble cottager, 

Mr. Swan, of Wolvercot, speaks (in 1801) of one of 
his neighbours, in the following honourable terms : 
" Joseph Smith rents of me an acre of meadow, which 
he has held for twenty years. He has reared eight 
children, and buried three ; and has never received the 
smallest assistance from the parish. He is now pos- 
sessed of live stock worth at least seventy pounds ; and 
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he lately purchased the cottage which he lives in, and 
the one adjoining it. He keeps, with his meadow and 
the common, two hardy cows ; rears a calf or two every 
year ; and has a good stock of poultry and pigs, sup- 
plied with food hy the refuse of his dairy, and well-- 
managed garden. His cows are supported, part of the 
hard winters, at a very small expense, in a straw-yard. 
He is the most constant and steady lahourer in the 
parish : and in the ten years I have lived here, he has 
never lost a day's work from drunkenness, or idleness ; 
or from the hinderance of his own little concerns, to 
which his evenings and mornings, and a part of his 
wife's time, are devoted." 

19. The bricklayer* 8 cottage. 

The following account was written in 1801. 

A little heyond the fifty^-first milestone, on the road 
from London to Cambridge, on a piece of land called 
Lord's waste, stands a very neat cottage. It is built of 
clay, and is two stories high ; with a flat tiled roof. 
The garden is surrounded with willows and poplars. 
Part of it is enclosed by a dead fence, upon a bank ; 
part by a mud wall, and with paling in front. The 
cottage was built by Joseph Austin. He is by trade, 
a bricklayer. He has a brother and two half brothers, 
at little Shelford, in the county of Cambridge ; all of 
whom follow the same trade. Before he built his 
house, he lived with his brother, " I used," said he, 
'^ often to come and look at this spot ; and thought what 
a nice place it would be for building a house : and as 
soon as I got to sleep of a night, I used to begin build- 
ing." At length, he applied to the manor court, and 
^ot leave to build. He used to work at his house, when 
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his day-laboilf was over ; and often by moonlight : and 
was up again by four the next morning, having to go 
to Cambridge, nearly five miles, to his work, and to re- 
turn in the evening. His brother sometimes assisted 
him. In this manner, with singular industry and eco- 
nomy, in the course of ten years, he built himself a 
house ; which he began with only fourteen shillings in 
his pocket. During that time, his wife had four chil- 
dren ; and they lost as many : four are now living ; 
the eldest is seventeen, the youngest, four years of age. 

Joseph Austin s garden is not less the object of his 
attention than his house. It contains above a dozen 
apple-trees, and about half a dozen plum-trees, besides 
gooseberry and currant bushes. A nectarine and a 
peach-tree, and a grape vine, grow against the back of 
the house ; and one of the fences in the garden is made 
of dwarf plum-trees. Another fence is made of rose- 
bushes and sweetbriars mixed with honeysuckles : and 
the garden always produces a good crop of potatoes, 
parsnips, cabbages, and other vegetables* 

But the most pleasing part of Joseph Austin's history, 
is, that he bears a very good character for honesty, 
sobriety, and regular attendance at church. His wife, 
though she has but ill health, is nevertheless a very 
industrious woman ; she is always employed : and the 
children are brought up in habits of industry. The 
eldest boy, during his intervals from his father s trade^ 
when he cannot work in the garden, often employs 
himself in knitting. 

20. The turf house. 

William Pearce, a day-labourer, near Helston, in 
Cornwall, earning only a shilling a day, and maintain* 
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ing a family of seyen children, took, when he was fifty 
years of age, twelve acres of swampy land : which 
he drained and cxdtivated so successfully, that after 
eighteen years of labour, they produced, in 1803, ten 
Cornish bushels of barley, nine trusses of hay, two 
hogsheads of oats, and ten bushels of wheat, besides 
pasture fcH* cattle. He also built his own dwelling- 
house and outbuildings, which are of turf, and covered 
and finii^ied them himself; though bred only to hus- 
bandry, and having but little use of his left hand, on 
which there was, from his birth, a large swelling that 
reached almost to his elbow. " When I first began 
the imdertaking," said he, " I had no property, except 
one mare, and the shilling a day which I earned by 
my labour. I used to work hard, in order that I might 
finish my day's work as soon as possible ; not to leave 
off work, but to go to still harder work, that of im- 
proving my land.— I was induced to the undertaking, 
from a great love of husbandry ; a wish to serve my 
family ; and a desire to employ myself in that part of 
agriculture, which I thought most useful to my country, 
and beneficial to mankind." 

21. The collier^s wife. 

Within two miles and a half of Shrewsbury, a collier, 
whose name is Richard Millward, has (in 1805) a 
ootiage, and adjoining to it a garden and land, making 
together rather more than one acre. The manage- 
ment of the ground, is, in a great measure, left to his 
wife Jane. They have six children now living ; five 
boys and one girl : and they have buried five. 

The soil of this ground, when it was enclosed by the 
collier, long ago, was considered as the worst of soib : 

K 
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but it is now changed, chieflj by the labour, and excel- 
lent management, of Jane ; and it yields good crops of 
potatoes and wheat, of late fnlly equal, or rather supe- 
rior, to those of the neighbouring farms, and with little 
or no expense. She provides manure by keeping a 
pig ; and by collecting all she can from the refuse of 
her house, and the scrapings of the road. No part 
of the land is ploughed. Her husband always assists 
in digging, aflber his hours of usual labour in the 
colliery* 

22. The iober Hnket, 

John Fewings, a tinker, died at Chumleigh, in De- 
vonshire, in September, 1807, aged upwards of ninety 
years. Very unlike most of his business, he was never 
known to take a dram ; and was never seen in a state 
of intoxication. Till within a year or two before his 
death, he followed his employment without the assist- 
ance of glasses. At that advanced age, he would walk 
five or six miles, with his tools on his back, to do a 
job, and return the same day* 

23. The poor blind woman, 

tn a little village on the sea coast of Lancashire, lives 
(in 1807) a poor, lame, and blind old woman, who is 
remarkably frugal, industrious, and contented* She has 
been blind from her sixth year ; and has maintained 
herself from early life, without any assistance from the 
parish. The little cottage in which she lives, is her 
own. She has besides about fifteen pounds, for which 
she receives some little interest : but this is not sufficient 
even to buy her fiiel ; so that it is her own earnings 
which support her. She spins silk for making ferret. 
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Bjr her constant labour from Monday until Saturday, 
she can earn only one shilling a week. 

Clap-bread, which is made of oatmeal and water, is 
the chief article of her support. This is rolled into thin 
cakes, and baked on a stone oyer the fire ; which she does 
herself, without any help, making at once enough to 
last three or four weeks, A hal^enny worth of blue 
milk serves her for breakfast ; and potatoes are her com- 
mon dinner. Sope of the neighbours give her a little 
buttermilk ; of this she makes porridge, thickened with 
clap-bread, which is her usual supper. An ounce of 
tea serres her six weeks, as she seldom allows herself 
to taste it but when she washes. She never buys any 
meat, except a small piece of beef against Christmas. 

During the last twenty-five years she has lived by 
herself; and she is quite satisfied, saying, ^' Unless one* 
had somebody very agreeable, one had better be by 
oneself." She never begs any thing, not even of her 
neighbours. When she has neither bread, nor potatoes, 
for dinner, she makes broth merely of water, an onion, 
and a little pepper and salt ; and she thinks it good. 
She says : " God knows better what I want than I do 
myself ; and he always sends what is needfcd for me.** 
A murmur, or a complaint, is never heard from her lips. 
She says : " I am always happy while I can go to 
church ; be out of debt ; and get any thing to live on." 
Her best gown she bought fifty years ago. It is still 
whole, neat, and clean ; and in this, she makes a very 
decent appearance : but it is put on only on sacrament 
days, and on very fine Sundays. She sometimes cheers 
herself at her wheel, by singing a psalm. The twenty- 
third psalm particularly comforts her in her darkness. 
When she can have the Word of God read to her, 

k2 
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many parts of which she can repeat, she wants no 
other enjo3anent. 

On receiving a little unexpected assistance, she 
seemed as if she knew not how to be grateful enough* 
She said : ^^ I cannot be so thankful as I ought, but 
I must be as thankful as I can ; I must thank God for 
sending such folks. — I can only pray for my friends : 
which I always do, begging that God would gire 
them all that is good for them in this world ; and, in 
the world to come, life eyerlasting/' 

Section 13. 

The good clergyman's legacy* 

The following valuable legacy, was wrtten, a few 
months before his death, by that excellent and exem^ 
plary man, the Rev* Mr. Gilpin, vicar of Boldre ; and, 
by his direction, was distributed among his parishioners 
on the day of his funeral. It is very pleasing to be- 
hold the truly Christian desire of contributing to the 
present and eternal happiness of his fellow-creatures, 
preserved by him to the closing hour of life. Let us 
rejoice that though he has passed the gates of death, 
and is gone to receive his reward, he still admonishes 
us, " to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with our God." 

'' As the last advice of a dying friend tnay ofiben have 
a better effect than his living advice, I have ordered 
these few rules, my brethren, to be printed, and dis* 
tributed among you at my funeral. They contain the 
sum of what instruction I may, at difieretit times^ have 
given you. 

To God our first duties are owing. As we receive 
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all from him, he has a claim on the utmost of our love 
and gratitude. Through him, we lire : through him, 
we are preserred : and through his mercy, we are re- 
deemed, hy the atonement of Christ, from the evil con-r 
sequences of sin. To him, therefore, we should show 
our gratitude hy daily prayer. Make him your friend, 
by a good life ; and, through faith in the merits of 
a blessed Redeemer, you may hope to be accepted by 
him. He will support you, when every thing else figdls, 
Neglect not the public worship of God; whoever 
does that, can have little regard for religion : an^ neg^ 
lect not the sacrament. 

Never let an oath come out of your mouth. As 
there is no temptation to swear, it is, in £ftct, doing 
the devil's work for nothing. 

Be honest and fair in your dealings. Tricking and 
cheating serve only a pretent occasion. They never 
turn out well in the end. — Consider also, that if you 
are in any parish office, it is as unjust, to cheat the 
parish, as to cheat a neighbour. Indeed, it is worse ; 
it is breaking a trust. 

Take care not to get a habit of drinking. As 
drunkenness includes every vice and folly, nothing is 
more offensive to God. Consider also, that there is 
no vice more easily learned. A few times going to the 
alehouse, will form a habit. 

In your meetings with each other, never speak ill of 
those who are absent : be not rough, and abusive, to 
those who are present. Never defile your lips with 
wicked and filthy discourse : such discourse shows 
that they who use it, have corrupt hearts themselves ; 
and it tends to corrupt others. 

k3 



222 MlflCELLAKBOUS PIBCBB. 

Be industrious in joor callings. Do the best yov 
can yonnelres ; but leare the event to Grod. 

In joor fiuniliea, be kind and gentle. Sp«id what 
jou earn, at home ; not on jonrselres. Instruct your 
children, as well as you can ; and, above all things, set 
them a good example. If the £ither lets his son hear 
him swear, or see him get drank, or cheat, he must 
not wonder if his son turns out iH. 

Young men who have the same wages as those who 
have £uniliea, ought to lay by a little every week. 
This will teach them to be frugal ; and enaHAe them, 
when they have fiunilies, to furnish a house. 

Do these things, and you will be happier, in this 
world, than wickedness can make you : and, I hope, 
we shall all meet again, in a blessed eternity ; which 
IB the sincere prayer of 

Your affectionate minister, 

WILLIAM GILPIN. 

Vicar's Hill, 5th April, 1804." 

Section 14. 

Advice to a ^oung man, on his entrance into the world. 

A YOUNQ man, having nearly completed his appren- 
ticeship^ in a reputable trade, was contriving how he 
might venture into the world with safety ; and follow 
business with innocence and success. Among his near 
kindred, was a clergyman of considerable character; 
from whom, after he had consulted with his father, who 
was a merchant of great esteem and experience, he 
thought fit to seek a word of advice. The clergyman 
had such a respect for his young kinsman, that he set 
his thoughts at woric on tiiis subject ; and with some 



MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 223 

tender expressions, which melted the youth into tears, 
put into his hand a paper of his hest counsels. The 
young man hegan business ; and, under the blessing 
of Heaven, advanced himself to a considerable estate. 
He lived with honour in the world ; did credit to the 
religion which he professed ; and, after a long life of 
piety and usefulness, died with sweet composure of 
soul, under the influences of Christian hope. Some 
of his neighbours wondered at his felicity in this world, 
joined with so much innocence, and so severe virtue. 
But after his death, the following paper was found in 
his closet ; which was drawn up by his kinsman in 
holy orders, and was supposed to have had a large 
share in procuring his happiness. 

Advice to a young man. 

1, Kinsman, I presume you desire to be happy here, 
and hereafter. You know there are a thousand diffi- 
culties which attend this pursuit : some of them perhaps 
you foresee ; but there are multitudes which you could 
never think of. Therefore, trust not to your o^vn un-^ 
derstanding in the things of this world, where you can 
have the advice of a wise and faithful friend t nor dare 
venture the more important concerns of your soul, and 
your eternal interests in the world to come, upon the 
mere dictates of your own reason ; since the Word of 
God, and the advice of Heaven, lie in your hands. 

2. Whatever your circumstances may be in this 
world, still value your Bible as your best treasure : and 
whatever may be your employment here, still look upon 
religion as your best business. Your Bible contains 
eternal life in it, and all the riches of the upper world ; 
and religion is the only way to become possessed of them < 
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3. To direct jour carriage towards God, conrerse 
particularly with the book of Psalms : David was a man 
of sincere and eminent devotion. To behave ari^t 
among men, acquaint yourself with the whole book of 
Proverbs : Solomon was a man of large experience and 
wisdom. And to perfect your directions in both these, 
read the Gospels and the Epistles : there, you will find 
the best of rules, and the best of examples ', and those 
more immediately suited to the Christian life. 

4. As a man, maintain strict temperance and sobriety, 
by a wise government of your appetites and passions. 
As a neighbour, influence and engage all around you to 
be your friends, by a temper and carriage made up of 
prudence and goodness ; and let the poor have a certain 
share in all your yearly profits. As a trader, keep that 
golden sentence of our Saviour's ever before you; 
'^ Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, 
do ye also unto them." 

5. While you make the precepts of Scripture the 
constant rule of your duty, you may rest upon the 
promises of Scripture, as the springs of your encourage- 
ment. All divine assistances, and divine recompenses, 
are contained in them. The spirit of light and grace 
is promised, to assist them who ask it. Heaven and 
glory are promised, to reward the faithful and the 
obedient. 

6. In every afi^r of life, begin with God. Consult 
him in every thing that concerns you. View him as 
the Author of all your blessings, and all your hopes ; 
as your best Friend, and your eternal Portion. Me« 
ditate on him in this view ; with a continual renewal 
of your trust in him, and a daily surrender of yourself 
to him : till you feel that you love him entirely ; that 
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you serve Um with sincere delight; and that you 
pannot live a day without him in the world, 

7. You know yourself to he a man, an indigent 
creature and a sinner ; and you profess to he a Christian, 
a disciple of the hlessed Jesus : but never think you 
know Christ, nor yourself, as you ought ; till you find 
a daily need of him, for righteousness and strength, for 
pardon and sanctification. Let him be your constant 
introducer to the great God, though he sits upon a 
throne of grace, Remember his own words, (John 

xiv. 6.) " No man cometh unto the Father but by 

it 
me. 

8. Make prayer a pleasure, and not a task ; and then, 
you will not forget, nor omit it. If ever you have 
lived in a pious £^nily, never let it be your fault if you 
do not live in one always. Believe, that day, that hour, 
or those minutes, to be all wasted and lost, which any 
worldly pretences would tempt you, to save out of the 
public worship of the church ; the certain and constant 
duties of the closet ; or any necessary services for God 
and godliness. Beware lest a blast attend it, and not a 
blessing. I fear that if God had not reserved one day 
in seven to himself, religion would have been lost out 
ol the world ; and that every day of the week, which 
has no morning religion, is exposed to a curse. 

9. See that you watch and labour, as well as pray, 
Diligence and dependence must be united in the prac«^ 
tioe of every Christian. It is the same wise man who 
acquaints us, (Proverbs x, 4, 22.) that '' the hand of 
the diligent,-' and "the blessing of the Lord, make 
us rich :" rich in the treasures of body, and of mind ; 
of time, and of eternity. 

It is your duty, indeed, under a sense of your own 

k5 
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weakness, to pray daily against sin ; but if you would 
effectually aYoid it,, you must also aYoid temptation, 
and every dangerous opportunity. Set a double guard, 
wherever you feel, or suspect, an enemy at hand. — ^The 
world without, and the heart within, have so much 
flattery and deceit in them, that we must keep a sharp 
eye upon both, lest between them we be entrapped 
into mischief. 

10. Honour, profit, and pleasure, are the world's 
three chief idols : each of them is sufficient to draw a 
soul off from God, and ruin it for ever. Beware of 
them, therefore, and of all their subtle insinuations, if 
you would be innocent and happy. 

Remember, that the honour which comes from God, 
the approbation of Heaven, and of your own conscience^ 
are infinitely more valuable than all the esteem or ap^ 
plause of men. Dare not venture one step out of the 
road of Heaven, for fear of being laughed at for walk- 
ing strictly in it. That is a poor religion which cannot 
stand against a jest. 

Sell not your hopes of heavenly treasures, nor any 
thing that belongs to your eternal interest, for any of 
the advantages of the present life: ''What shall it 
profit a man, to gain the whole world, and lose Im 
own soul ?^ 

Remember also the words of the wise man : '' He 
that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man:" he that 
indulges himself in '' wine and oil," that is, in drink- 
ing, in feasting, and in sensual gratifications, '' shaU 
not be rich." It is one of St, Paul's characters of a 
wicked age, when men become lovers of pleasure^ 
more than lovers of God. 

11. Preserve your conscience always soft and sensi- 
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ble. If but one sin forces its way into that tender part of 
the soul, and dwells easy there, the road is paved for a 
thousand iniquities. And take heed, that, under any 
scruple, doubt, or temptation whatever, you never let 
any reasoning satisfy your conscience, which will not 
be a sufficient apology to the great Judge at the last day. 

1 2. Keep this thought ever in your mind, that you 
live in a world of vanity and vexation. Its flatteries 
and promises are vain and deceitful. Prepare, there-* 
fore, to meet disappointments. Many of its occur- 
rences are teasing and vexatious. In every ruflling 
storm without, possess your spirit in patience, and let 
all be calm and serene within. Clouds and tempests 
are only found in the lower skies : the heavens above 
are ever bright and clear. Let your heart, and hope, 
dwell much in those serene regions. Live as a stranger 
here on earth, but as a citizen of Heaven, if you will 
maintain a soul at ease, 

13. Since in many things we offend all, and there 
is not a day passes which is perfectly free from sin, 
let '^ repentance towards God, and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ," be your daily work, A frequent re-» 
newal of these exercises, which make a Christian at 
first, will be a constant evidence of your sincere Chris-i 
tianity, and give you peace in life, and hope in death. 

14. Ever carry about with you such a sense of the 
uncertainty of every thing in this life, and of life itself, 
as to put nothing off till to-morrow, which you can 
conveniently do to-day. Dilatory persons are fre* 
quently exposed to surprise and hurry, in every thing 
that belongs to them. The time is come, and they are 
unprepared ! Let the concerns of your soul and your 
shop, your trade wd your religiop, He lUways iu such 

Vie 
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order, as &r as possible, that death, at a short warning, 
may be no occasion for a disquieting tumult in your 
spirit ; and that you may escape the anguish of a bitt^ 
repentance in a dying hour. 

A considerable merchant, having met with a copy of 
these advices, about the time that he permitted his son 
to commence partnership with him in his trade ; copied 
them with his own hand, and made a present of them 
to the youth, together with the articles of partnership. 
^^Here, young man," said he, ^^is a paper of more 
worth than these articles. Bead it over once a month, 
till it is wrought into your soul and temper. Walk 
by these rules ; and I can trust my estate in your hands. 
Copy out these counsels in your life: and you will 
make me, and yourself, easy and happy.'* 



PART II. 

PIECES IN POETRY. 



CHAPTER I. 

SENTENCES AND PARAGBAPH8. 



Section 1. 

True honour. 

Honour and shame from no ^^ondition rise : 
Act well your part ; there, all the honour lies. 

ConHnuance of life uncertain. 
Defer not till to-morrow to be wise : 
To-morrow's sun to thee may never rise^ 

Time. 
Time (when rightly understood) 
Is our most precious earthly good. 

The golden rule. 
To others do, (the law is not severe,) 
What to thyself thou wishest to be done^ 

Love of peace. 
Those Christians best deserve the name, 
Who studiously make peace their aim. 

Truth. 

Dare to be true : naught can excuse a lie ; 
The fault that needs it most, grows two thereby. 

ffumiUty. 
Be humble ; learn thyself to scan : 
Know, pride was never made for man. 
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Pride. 

Pride (of all others the most dang'rous fault) 
Proceeds from want of sense, or want of thought, 

Trimbles f^rom oursehes. 

To our own faults, we chiefly owe, 
The multitude of bitter griefs we feel. 

Dangerous dart. 
Swear not : an oath is like a dang'rous dart, 
Which shot, rebounds to strike the shooter s heart* 

Government of the tongue. 
Learn to control your tongue, that restless thing ! 
Of mischief oft, and shame, the fatal spring. 

Self-partidfUg, 
The faults of our neighbours with freedom we blame ; 
But tax not ourselves, though we practise the ss^me* 

The noblest art» 
Indulge the true ambition to excel 
In that best art,— the art of living well. 

Life a state of trial. 
In its true light this transient life regard : 
This is a state of trial, not reward. 

Blessings and trials. 

Heav n gives us friends to bless the present scene j 
Resumes them, to prepare us for the next. 

Providence. 

Who finds not Providence all good and wise^ 
Alike in what it gives, and what denies ? 

Never despair. 

Beware of desp*rate steps. The darkest day 
(Live till to-morrow) will have passed away* 
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True cheerfulness. 

Retire, and read the Bible, to be gay ; 
There, truths abound of sot reign aid to peace. 

Poverty and riches. 
Who lives to nature, rarely can be poor ; 
Who lives to fancy, never can be rich. 

Our country. 
How has kind Heav'n adom'd our happy land. 
And scatter d blessings with a lib'ral hand ! 

An honest, humble heart, 
Th* Almighty, from his throne, on earth surveys 
Naught greater, than an honest, humble heart. 

Virtue. 
Who does the best his circumstance allows, 
Does well, acts nobly; angels could no more. 

Just judgment. 
Though small our pow r to act, though mean our skilt,, 
God sees the heart : he judges by the wilL 

The wisK 
May I govern my passions with absolute sway j 
And grow wiser and better as life wears away !. 

Section 2, 

The Bible, 
Happy they, who know their Bible true i 
And in that volume read, with sparkling eyesy 
Their title to a treasure in the skies ! 

Advice to youth. 
Youth is not rich in time ; it may be poor \ 
Part with time, as with money, sparing ; pay 
No moment, but in purchase of its worth : 
And what its worth, ask death-beds ; they can tell. 
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Reflection. 

'Tis greatly wise to talk with our past hours ; 
And ask them, what report they bore to Heav'n, 
And how they might have borne more welcome news. 

Swearing, 

To swear is neither brave, polite, nor wise. 
You would not swear upon the bed of death : 
Reflect,— your Maker now could stop your breathy 

Cfhoioe of friends. 
Who friendship with a knave has made, 
Is judg'd a partner in the trade. 
*Tis thus, that on the choice of friends. 
Our good or evil name depends. 

Modesty of apparel. 
Let not gay clothing captivate your sight. 
Shun tawdry ornaments ; they're vain and light : 
Let sense and modesty your dress prepare. 
Th' immortal mind demands your utmost care. 

Pride of dress. 
We sacrifice to dress, till household joys 
And comforts cease. Dress drains our cellar dry„ 
And keeps our larder lean ; puts out our fires ; 
And introduces hunger, frost, and wo, 
Where peace and hospitality might reign. 

Censoriousness^ 
In other men we faults can spy, 
And blame the mote that dims their eye ; 
Each little speck and blemish find ; 
To our own stronger errors blind. 
Ere you remark another's sin, 
Bid your own conscience look within* 
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Forgiveness, 

For ev'ry trifle, scorn to take offence ; 
That always shows great pride, or little sense. 
Good nature and good sense should ever join : 
To err is human ; to forgive, divine. 

Pea4ie of mind. 

Go, rule thy will ; 
Bid thy wild passions all he still ; 
Know God, and hring thy heart to know 
The joys which from religion flow : 
Then ev'ry grace shall prove its guest ; 
And peace be there, to crown the rest. 

Charity,. 

'Tis our part, as Christians, 
To pardon trespasses ; our very foes 
To love and cherish ; to do good to all ; 
Live peaceably ; and be, in all our acts. 
Wise as the serpent, gentle as the dove. 

ResiffHtition, 

Be satisfied and pleas'd with what thou art ; 
Act cheerfully, and well, th* allotted part. 
Improve the present hour ; be thankM for the past ; 
And neither fear, nor wish, th' approaches of the last. 

Inscription on a sun-dial, 

Mark well my shade, and smously attend * 

The silent lesson of a common friend : — 

Since time and life speed hastily away. 

And no one can recall the former day. 

Improve each fleeting hour before 'tis pass'd ; 

And know, each fleeting hour may be thy last. 
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Thought tn a church-yard^ 
Think as soMy sad you tread 
A bore the venerable dead, 
Time was, like thee, they life possess'd ; 
And time shall be, that thou shalt rest : 
Think, mortal, what it is to die. 

Section 3. 

Self-examnuUum, 
Let not soft slumbers close thy eyes. 
Ere ev'ry action of the day 
Impartially thou dost survey. 
" Where have my feet chose out their way ? 
What have I leam'd, where'er I've been, 
From all I've heard, from all I've seen ? 
What know I more, that's worth the knowing ? 
What have I done, that's worth the doing ? 
What have I sought, that I should shun ? 
What duty have I left undone ? 
Or into what new follies run ?" 
These self-inquiries are the road, 
That leads to virtue, and to God. 

Industry, 
Who's bom for sloth ? To some we find 
The ploughshare's annual toil assign'd : 
Some at the sounding anvil glow : 
Some the swift-gliding shuttle throw : 
Some, studious of the wind and tide. 
From pole to pole, our commerce guide \ 
While some, with genius more refin'd, 
With head and tongue assist mankind, 
In ev'ry rank, or great or small, 
'Tis industry supports us all* 
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Praise due to the Creator, 
The glorious sun, 
That lights the world, and gires the day ; 
The moon, that shines with borrow'd light ; 
The stars, that gild the gloomy night ; 
The seas, that roll unnumher d wares ; 
The wood, that spreads its shady leaves ; 
The field, whose ears conceal the grain. 
The yellow treasures of the plain : 
All of these, and all I see. 
Should be sung, and sung by me ; 
They speak their Maker as they can. 
But want and ask the tongue of man. 

Pleasures of religion, 

'Tis religion that can give 
Sweetest pleasures while we live; 
*Tis religion must supply 
Solid comfort when we die : 

After death, its joys will be 
Lasting as eternity. 
• Let me, then, make God my friend ; 
And on all his ways attend. 

Lessons to be learned from animals^ 

The daily labours of the bee, 
Awake my soul to industry. 
Who can observe the careful ant. 
And not provide for ftiture want ? 
My dog, (the trustiest of his kind,) 
With gratitude inflames my mind 5 
I mark his true, his faithful way. 
And in my service copy Tray. 



i 
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In constancy and nuptial lore, 
I learn my duty.firom the dove. 
The hen, who fiom the chilly air, 
With pious wing, protects her care. 
And ev ry fowl that flies at large, 
Instruct me in a parent's charge. 

The bird^s nesi, 

I have found out a gifl; for my fair ; 

I have found where the wood-pigeons hreed : 
But let me that plunder forhear ! 

She would say, 'twas a harharous deed. 

*' For he ne'er can he true," she averr*d, 
" Who can rob a poor bird of its young ;" 

And I lov'd her the more, when I heard 
Such tenderness fall &om her tongue. 

Venerable old ctge, 
Mark that female face. 

The faded picture of its former self; — 

The garments coarse but clean :— <6nequent at church, 

IVe noted such a one, feeble and pale, 

Yet ever with a look of mild content. 

She had seen better days ; there was a time 

Her hands could earn her bread, and freely give 

To those who were in want : but now, old age 

And ling'ring disease, have made her helpless. 

Yet she is happy, ay, and she is wise. 

Although her Bible be her only book ; 

And she is rich, although her only wealth 

Be recollection of a well -spent life. 

And expectation of the life to come. 
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Karrationb. 
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Section 1. 

The old man's comforts^ and how he gained thetn : a fable* 

You are old, father William,*' the young man cried ; 
The few locks that are left you, are gray ; 
You are hale, father William ; a hearty old man : 
Now tell me the reason, I pray/' 

" In the days of my youth," father William replied, 
" I remember'd that youth would fly fast ; 

And abus'd not my health, and my vigour at first, 
That I never might need them at last." 

" You are old, father William,** the yoimg man cried^ 
" And pleasures with youth pass away ; 

And yet you lament not the days that are gone : 
Now tell me the reason, I pray." 






In the days of my youth," father WiUiam replied^ 
I remember'd that youth could not last : 
I thought of the ftiture, whatever I did, 
That I never might grieve for the past." 

" You are old, father William," the yoimg man cried, 

" And life must be hast'ning away ; 
You are cheerful, and love to converse upon death : 

Now tell me the reason^ I pray." 
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'^ I am cheerful, young man," father William replied ; 

'' Let the cause thy attention engs^e : 
In the days of my youth, I remember d my God ; 

And he hath net forgotten my age.^ 

Section 2. 

The bnruUe of sticks; or, Family union recommended: 

a fabk, 

A GOOD old man, who long had lain 
Afflicted with disease and pain ; 
With difficulty drew his breath, 
And felt the near approach of death. 
His practice good, his faith was sound : 
He built his hope on Scripture ground. 
He call'd his children round his bed. 
And with a feeble voice he said : 
" I must leave you, my children dear ; 
I well perceive my end is near. 
Yet ere from you I'm quite remov'd. 
From you whom always I have lov*d ; 
I wish to give you all my blessing, 
And leave with you a useful lesson. 
Observe that fagot on the ground, 
With twisted hazel firmly bound. 
I wish that all of you would take it, 
And try if any one can break it." 
Obedient to the good old man, 
They all to try their strength began ; 
And when their labour vain they found. 
They threw the fagot on the ground. 
Again the good old man proceeded, 
To give th' instruction which they needed^ 
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" iTntwist," says he, " the hazel hind^ 
And let the fagot be disjoin' d." 
Then stick by stick, and twig by twig, 
The little children and the big, 
According as their father spoke, 
Each sprig aiid spray they quickly broke. 

Then said their sire : " Twas my intent, 
My family to represent. 
"While you are join'd in friendship's thongs 
My dearest children, you 11 be strong : 
But if by quarrel and dispute. 
You undermine affection s root ; 
And thus the strength'ning cord diyide, 
Then will my children ill betide. 
E'en beasts of prey in bands unite ; 
And kindly for each other fight : 
And shall not Christian children be 
Join d in sweet links of amity ? 
If separate, you'll each be weak ; 
Each, like a single stick, will break : 
But if you're firm, and true, and hearty^ 
The world and all its spite can't part ye^ 
If Christian faith and love combine you, 
And sWeet affection's cord intwine you, 
You need encourage no dejection. 
Secure in the divine protection.*' 

Section 3. 

The bee and the tmt ; or. The adoantagee qf industry i 

a fable, 

« 

On a bright dewy summer s mom, 
A bee ranged o'er the rerdant lavm ; 



i 
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Studious to husband ev'rj hour. 
And make the most of ev ry flow'r. 
Nimble, from stalk to stalk, she flies, 
And loads with jellow wax her thighs ; 
"With which the artist builds her comb, 
And keeps all tight and warm at home : 



Or from the cowslip's golden bells, 
Sucks honey to enrich her cells ; 
Or ev*ry tempting rose pursues. 
Or sips the lily's fragrant dews ; 
Yet nerer robs the shining bloom, 
Or of its beauty, or perfume. 
Thus she discharged, in ey'ry way, 
The yarious duties of the day. 

It chanc'd a frugal ant was near, 
Whose brow was wrinkled o'er with care. 
A great economist was she, 
Nor less laborious than the bee : 
By prudent parents often taught 
What ills arise from want of thought ; 
That poverty on sloth depends ; 
On poverty, the loss of friends. 
Hence, ev ry day the ant is found. 
With anxious steps to tread the ground ; 
With curious search to trace the grain, 
And drag the heavy load with pain. 

The active bee with pleasure saw 
The ant fulfil her parents' law^ 
" Ah ! sister*labourer," says she, 
" How very fortunate are we, 
Taught in our infancy to know 
The comforts that from labour flow ! 
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Why is our food so very sweet ? 

Because we earn before we eat. 

Why are our wants so very few ? 

Because we nature's calls pursue. 

Whence our complacency of mind ? 

Because we act our parts assign'd. 

Have we incessant tasks to do ? 

Is not all nature busy too ? 

Does not the siin, with constant pace, 

Persist to run his daily race ? 

Do not the stars, which shine so bright, 

Renew their courses ev ry night ? 

Does not the ox obedient bow 

His patient neck, and draw the plough ? 

Or when did e'er the gen'rous steed, 

Withhold his labour, or his speed V* 

Section 4. 

The farmer, the spaniel, and the cat; or. An envious 

spirit exposed : a fable* 

As at his board a fanner sat, 
Replenished by his homely treat. 
His fav 'rite spaniel near him stood. 
And with his master shar'd the food ; 
The crackling bones his jaws devoured, 
His lapping tongue the trenchers scour'd : 
Till, sated now, supine he lay, 
And snor d the rising fumes away. 

The hungry cat, in turn drew near. 
And humbly crav'd a servant's share. 
Her modest worth the master knew, 
And straight the fatt'ning morsel threw. 

L 
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Enrag'd, the snarling cur awoke, 
And thus with spiteM envy spoke : 
" They only claim a right to eat, 
Who earn hy services their meat ; 
Me, zeal and industry inflame, 
To scour the fields, and spring the game ; 
Or, plunged in the wintry wave. 
For man the wounded bird to save. 
With watchful diligence I keep. 
From prowling wolves, his fleecy sheep ; 
At home, his midnight hours secure, 
And drive the robber from the door. 
For this, his breast with kindness glows ; 
For this, his hand the food bestows. 
And shall l^y indolence impart 
A warmer friendship to his heart. 
That thus he robs me of my due, 
To pamper such vile things as you ?" 
I own,'* with meekness, puss replied, 
Superior merit on your side ; 
Nor does my breast with envy swell, 
To find it recompens'd so well : 
Yet I, in what my nature can, 
Contribute to the good of man. 
Whose claws destroy the pilf'ring mouse ? 
Who drives the vermin from the house ? 
Or, watchful for the lab'ring swain, 
From lurking rats secures the grain ? 
From hence if he rewards bestow, 
Why should your heart with gaJl overflow ? 
Why pine my happiaess to see, 
Since there's enough for you and me V* 

" Thy words are just," the farmer cried ; 
And spurn d the snarler from his side. 
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Section 5. 

The honest miller of Gloucestershire: written in 1796. 

Of all the callings and the trades, 

Which in our land abound. 
The miller s is as useful sure, 

As can on earth be found. 

The fanner he manures the land : 

Or else what com could grow ? 
The ploughman cuts the furrow deep, 

Ere he begins to sow. 

And though no wealth he has, except 

The labour of his hands ; 
Yet honest industry s as good 

As houses or as lands. 

The thrasher he is useM too, 

To all who like to eat ; 
Unless he winnow'd well the com. 

The chaff would spoil the wheat. 

But v£dn would be the farmer's care. 

And vain the thrasher s toil ; 
And vain would be the ploughman's pains, 

Who harrows up the soil ; 

In vain, without the miller s aid. 

The sowing and the dressing : 
Then sure an honest miller he 

Must be a public blessing. 

l2 
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And such a miller now I make 

The subject of my song : 
Which though it shall be very true, 

Shall not be very long. 

This miller lives in Glou'stershire : 

I shall not tell his name ; 
For those who seek the praise of God^ 

Desire no other fame. 

In last hard winter — who forgets 

The frost of ninety.five ? 
Then all was dismal, scarce, and dear ; 

And no poor man could thrive. 

Then husbandry long time stood stiU ; 

And work was at a stand : 
To make the matter worse, the mills 

Were froz'n throughout the land* 

Fast by a living stream, it was 

Our miller s lot to dwell ; 
Which flow'd amain when others froze, 

Nor ever stopp'd the mill. 

The clam'rous people came from far, 

This favour'd mill to find : 
Both rich and poor our miller sought ; 

For none but he could grind. 

His neighbours cried : " Now, miller, seize 

The time to heap up store ; 
Since thou of young and helpless babes 

Hast got full half a score." 
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For folks when tempted to grow rich, 

By means not over-nice, 
Oft make their nnm'rous babes a plea, 

To sanctify the vice. 

Our miller scorn'd such counsel base ; 

And when he ground the grain, 
With steadfast hand refus'd to touch 

Beyond his lawful gain. 

*' When God afflicts the land," said he, 

« Shall T afflict it more ? 
And watch for times of pubUc wo. 

To wrong both rich and poor ? 

Thankful to that Almighty pow r 

Who makes my river flow, 
I'll use the means he gives, to sooth 

A hungry neighbour's wo. 

My river flows when others freeze ; 

But 'tis at his command : 
For rich and poor I'll grind alike ; 

No bribe shall stain my hand." 



Bo all the country who had com. 
Here found their wants redress'd, 

May eVrj village in the land, 
Be with such millers bless'd ! 
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Section 6. 

The Fakenham ghost. 

The lawns were dry in Euston park ; 
(Here truth * inspires my tale ;) 
The lonely footpath, still and dark, 
Led oyer hill and dale. 

Benighted was an ancient dame ; 
And fearfol haste she made. 
To gain the vale of Fakenham, 
And hail its willow shade. 

Her footsteps knew no idle stops, 
But foUow'd faster still ; 
And echo'd to the darksome copse. 
That whisper d on the hill. 

Darker it grew ; and darker fears 
Came o'er her trouhled mind : 
When now, a short, quick step she hears, 
Come patting close hehind. 

She tum'd ; it stopp'd ! — ^naught could she see. 

Upon the gloomy plain ! 

But, as she strove the sprite to flee, 

She heard the same again. 

Now terror seiz'd her quaking frame : 
For, where the path was hare. 
The trotting Ghost kept on the same ! 
She utter d many a pray'r. 

* The circumstance ooonrred perhaps long before I was bom : 
but it is still related by my mother^ and some of the oldest in- 
habitants, in that part of the country. R. B. — 1801. 
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Yet onoe again, amidst her fright, 

She tried what sight could do ; 

When through the cheating glooms of night, 

A MONSTER stood in view. 

Regardless of whate'er she felt. 

It followed down the plain ! 

She own'd her sins, and down she knelt. 

And said her pra/rs again. 

Then on she sped : and hope grew strong, 
The white park-gate in view, 
Which pushing hard, so long it swung, 
The Ghost and all pass'd through. 

Loud fell the gate against the post ! 
Her heart-strings like to crack : 
For much she fear'd the grisly Ghost 
Would leap upon her hack. 

Still on, pat ! pat ! the Gohlin went. 
As it had done before : — 
Her strength and resolution spent, 
She fainted at the door. 

Out came her husband much surpris'd ; 
Out came her daughter dear : 
Good-natur'd souls ! all unadvis'd 
Of what they had to fear. 

The candle's gleam pierc'd through the night. 
Some short space o'er the green ; 
And there, the little trotting sprite 
Distinctly might be seen. 

1,4 
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An A9% Foal had lost its dam, 
Within the spacious park ; 
And simple as the playful lamh. 
Had followed in the dark. 

No Goblin he, nor Imp of sin ; 
No crimes had ever known. 
They took the shaggy stranger in. 
And rear'd him as their own. 

His little hoofe would rattle round, 
Upon the cottage floor ; 
The matron leam'd to love the sound. 
That frighten d her before, 

A favourite the Ghost became ; 
And 'twas his fate to thrive ; 
And long he liv'd, and spread his fame ; 
And kept the joke alive. 

For many a laugh went through the vale \ 
And some conviction too : 
Each thought some other Goblin tale, 
Perhaps, was just as true. 
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CHAPTER m. 



P£SCIliPTION}i, 



Section 1. 

My mother. 

Who fed me from her gentle breast ; 
And husli'd me in her arms to rest ; 
And on my cheek sweet kisses press'd ? 



My mother. 



When sleep forsook my open eye, 

Who was it sung sweet lullaby, 

And SQOtb'4 me that I should not cry ? 

My mother, 

Who sat and watch'd my infant head, 
When sleeping on my cradle bed ; 
And tears of sweet afiectiou shed ? 

My mother, 

When pain and sickness made me cry, 
Who gaz'd upon my heavy eye, 
And wept, for fear that I should die ? 



My mother, 



Who lov'd to see me pleaa'd and gay, 
And taught me sweetly how to play, 
And minded all I had to say ? 



My mother. 
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Who ran to help me when I fell. 
And would some pretty story tell. 
Or kiss the place to make it well ? 



Who taught my infant heart to pray, 
And love God's holy hook and day ; 
And taught me wisdom's pleasant way? 



And can I ever cease to he 
Affectionate and kind to thee. 
Who wast so very kind to me. 



Ah, no ! the thought I cannot hear ; 
And if God please my life to spare, 
I hope I shall reward thy care. 



When thou art feeble, old, and gray. 
My healthful arm shall be thy stay ; 
And I will sooth thy pains away, 

And when I see thee hang thy head, 
'Twill he my turn to watch thy bed ; 
And tears of sweet affection shed, 



For God, who lives above the skies. 
Would look with vengeance in his eyes, 
If I should ever dare despise 



My mother. 



My mother. 



My mother ? 



My mother. 



My mother. 



My mother. 



My mother ! 
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Section 2. 

The blind hoy. 

SAY, what is that thing call'd Light, 
Which I must ne'er enjoy ? 

What are the blessings of the sight ? 
O tell your poor blind boy ! 

You talk of wond'rous things you see ; 
You say the sun shines bright ; 

1 feel him warm, but how can he, 

Or make it day or night ? 

My day or night myself I make, 

Whene'er I sleep or play ; 
And could I ever keep awake. 

With me 'twere always day. 

With heavy sighs I often hear 

You 'wail my hapless wo ; 
But sure with patience L can bear 

A loss I ne'er can know. 

Then let not what I cannot have. 

My cheer of mind destroy : 
Let me with my lot be content. 

Although a poor blind boy ! 

Section 3. 

The cantented man. 

An honest, sober man, a hedger and ditcher. 
Though he was poor, did not covet to be richer ; 
For all such vain wishes to him were prevented, 
By a fortunate habit of being contented. - 

1.6 
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Though cold was the weather, or dear was the food, 
John nerer was found in a murmuring mood ; 
For this he was constantly heard to declare, 
What he could not prevent, he would cheerfully bear, 

" And why should I grumble and murmur V he said, 
" If I cannot get meat, I can surely get bread : 
And though fretting may make my calamities deeper, 
It never can cause bread and meat to be cheaper." 

If John was afflicted with sickness or pain. 
He wished himself better, but did not complain ; 
Nor lie down to fret, in despondence and sorrow, 
But said, that he hop'd to be better to-morrow. 

If any one vnrong'd him, or treated him ill. 
Why John was good-natur'd and sociable still ; 
For he said, that revenging the injury done. 
Would be makingtwo rogues, when there needs be but one, 

And thus honest John, though his station was humble, 
Pass'd through this sad world without even a grumble : 
And I wish that some folks, whore greater and richer, 
Would copy honest John, the hedger and ditcher. 



Section 4, 



Christian resignation * 



Whatever betided, Joseph thought it was right ; 
And Providence still he kept ever in sight : 
To those who love God, let things turn as they would, 
He was certain that all work'd together for good. 
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He prais'd his Creator whatever hefell : 
How thankful was Joseph when matters went well I 
How sincere were his carols of praise for good health. 
And how grateful for any increase in his wealth ! 

In trouhle, he how'd him to God's holy will : 
How contented was Joseph, when matters went ill I 
When rich and when poor, he alike understood, 
That all things together were working for good. 

If the land was afflicted with war, he declar d 
Twas a needful correction for sins which he shar d ; 
And when mercifol Heav n hade slaughter to cease. 
How thankful was Joe for the hlessing of peace ! 

When taxes ran high, and provisions were dear. 
Still Joseph declar d he had nothing to fear ; 
It was hut a trial, he well understood. 
From Him who makes all work together for good. 

Though his wife was hut sickly, his gettings but small, 
A mind so submissive prepared him for all : 
He liv'd on his gains, were they greater or less ; 
And the Giver he ceas'd not each moment to bless. 

When another child came, he received him with joy j 
And Providence bless'd, who had sent him the boy ; 
But when the child died, — said poor Joe ; " I'm content, 
For God hath a right to recall what he lent," 

Section 5, 
The happy workman^ 

I AM a poor workman, as rich as a Jew 2 
A strange sort of tale ! but however 'tis true ; 
Come listen awhile, and I'll prove it to you. 
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I am a poor workman, you'll easily grant ; 
And I'm rich as a Jew, for there's nothing I want : 
I've meat, drink, and clothes, and with these Im 
content. 

I live in a cottage, and yonder it stands ; 

And while I can work with these two honest hands, 

I'm as happy as they that have houses and lands. 

I keep to my workmanship all the day long : 

I sing and I whistle, and this is my song ; 

" Thank God who has made me so lusty and strong." 

I never am greedy of delicate fare : 

If HE gives me enough, though 'tis never so bare. 

The more is his love, and the less is my care. 

Though my clothes on a working-day look but lean ; 
Yet when I can dress me, — on Sundays I mean, 
Though cheap, they are warm, and though coarse, they 
are clean. 

Folks cry out hard times ; but I never regard ; 

For I ne'er did, nor e'er will, set my heart earthward ; 

So 'tis all one to me be they easy or hard. 

I envy not them that have thousands of pounds ; 
That sport o'er the country with horses and hounds : 
There's naught but contentment can keep within bounds. 

I ne'er lose my time o'er a pipe or a pot, 

Nor lurk in a nook, like a sluggardly sot : 

But I buy what is wanting with what I have got. 

And if I have more than I want for to spend, 

I help a poor neighbour, or diligent friend ; 

^^ He that gives to the poor, to the Lord he doth lend," 
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I grudge not that gentlefolks dress themselves fine ; 
At their gold and their silver I never repine : 
But I wish their insides were as hearty as mine. 

With quarrels o' th' country, and matters of state, 
With In9 and with Outs^ I ne'er puzzle my pate : 
There are some that I love, and none that I hate. 

What though my condition be ever so coarse, 

I strive to embrace it for better and worse ; 

And my heart, I thank God, is as light as my purse. 

In short, my condition, whatever it be, 

'Tis God that appoints it, for aught I can see ; 

And I'm sure I can never do better than He, 

Section 6, 

The cottager's Saturday night. 

November chill blows loud, with angry brow ; 

Th^ shortening winter day is near a close ; 
The miry beasts retreating from the plough ; 

The black'ning trains of crows to their repose : 
The toil-worn cottager from labour goes ; 

This night his weekly toil is at an end ; 
Collects his spades, his mattocks, and his hoes. 

Hoping the mom in ease and rest to spend ; 
And weary, o'er the moor, his course doth homeward 
bend. 

At length, his lonely cot appears in view. 

Beneath the shelter of an aged tree ; 
Th* expectant young ones, tott 'ring, stagger through. 

To meet their dad, with prattling noise and glee. 



256 DESCRIPTIONS. 

His little wood-fire, burning bonnily, 

His clean hearth-stone, his thrifty wife's glad smile, 
The lisping infant prattling on his knee, 

Do all his weaiy, anxious cares beguile ; 
And make him quite forget his labour and his toil. 

Soon the elder children come dropping in, 

At service out, among the farmers round ; 
Some drive the plough, some tend the flocks, or nm 

A clever errand to a neighVring town : 
Their eldest hope, their Jenny, woman grown, 

In youthful bloom, health sparkling in her eye, 
Comes home, perhaps, to show her bran new gown ; 

Or else to lay her hard-eam'd penny by. 
To help her parents dear, if they in hardship lie. 

With joy unfeign'd, brothers and sisters meet ; 

In all their words and looks, kind love appears 5 
The social hours, swift-wing'd, unnoticed fleet ; 

Each tells the new things that he sees or hears. 
The parents, partial, eye their hopeful years ; 

Anticipation forward points the view. 
The mother, with her needle and her shears. 

Makes old clothes look almost as well as new ; 
The father mixes all with admonition due. 

Their master's and their mistress's command. 

The younkers all are warned to obey ; 
And mind their labours with a careful hand, 

And ne'er, though out of sight, loiter or play ; 
" And O ! be sure to fear the Lord alway ! 

And mind your duty, duly, mom and night ! 
Lest in Temptations paths ye go astray, 

Implore his counsel, and assisting might : 
They never sought in vain, that sought the Lord aright !** 
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But now the supper crowns their simple board, 

The wholesome porridge, chief of Scotland's food : 
The milk their only cow does well afford, 

That near the cottage peaceful chews her cud : 
The dame brings forth in complimental mood, 

To grace the night, the cheese she would not sell ; 
And oft they praise, and oft they call it good ; 

The firugal housewife talkative will tell, 
How 'twas a twelvemonth old, since flax was in the 
bell 

The cheerful supper done, with serious face. 

They, round the embers, form a circle wide : 
The sire turns o'er, with patriarchal grace. 

The large old Bible, once his father s pride : 
His bat is reverently laid aside, 

And his hoary locks are seen, thin and bare. 
From strains that once did sweet in Zion glide. 

He takes a portion with judicious care ; 
And " Let us worship God !" he says, with solemn air. 

Then the good father reads the Sacred page : 

How Abram was the friend of God on high ; 
Or, Moses bade perpetual warfare wage 

With Amalek's ungracious progeny ; 
Or how the royal bard * did groaning lie 

Beneath the stroke of Heav'n's avenging ire ; 
Or Job's pathetic plaint, and wailing cry ; 

Or sweet Isaiah's bold, seraphic fire ; 
Or other holy seers that tune the sacred lyre. 

* David. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



MI8CEI«I«ANE0US PIECES, 



Section 1. 

Duties of the morning^ 

See the time for sleep has run : 
Rise before or with the sun. 
Lift thy hands, and humbly pray, 
The Fountain of eternal day. 
That his sacred Spirit may rest, 
With quick'ning beams, upon thy breast ; 
And kindly cleanse it all within. 
From the dark blemishes of sin. 
See the day, that dawns in air, 
Brings along its toil and care. 
Prepare to meet them in a mind, 
That bows submissively resign'd ; 
That would to works appointed fall ; 
That knows that God has order'd &11, 
And whether, with a small repast, 
We break the sober morning fast ; 
Or in our thoughts and houses, lay 
The future methods of the day ; 
Or early walk abroad to meet 
Our business with industrious feet 2 
Whatever we think, whatever we do. 
His glory still be kept in view. 
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O, Giver of eternal bliss, 
Heav'nly Father, grant me this ! 
Grant it all, as well as me, 
All whose hearts are fix'd on thee j 
Who revere thy Son above ; 
Who thy sacred Spirit love ! 



Section 2. 

Pother's address to his children* 

See the lark prunes his active wings. 
Rises to heav'n, and soars, and sings ! 
His morning hymns, his mid-day lays, 
Are one continued song of praise : 
He speaks his Maker all he can, . 
And shames the silent tongue of mani 
When the declining orb of light, 
Reminds him of approaching night. 
His warbling vespers swell his breast ; 
And as he sings, he sinks to rest* 

Shall birds instructive lessons teach^ 
And we be deaf to what they preach ? 
No, ye dear nestlings of my heart : 
Go, act the wiser songster s part. 
Spurn your warm bed at early dawn ', 
And with your God, begin the mom. 
To him your grateful tribute pay. 
Through ev'ry period of the day. 
To him your ev'ning songs direct ; 
His eye shall watch, his arm protect : 
Though darkness reigns, he's with you still ; 
Then sleep, my babes, and fear no ill. 
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Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son, 
The ills that I this day have done ; 
That with the world, myself, and thee, 
I, ere I sleep, at peace may be. 

Teach me to live, that I may dread 
The grave as little as my bed ; 
Teach me to die, that so I may 
Triumphant rise at the last day. 

O ! may my soul on Thee repose : 
And may sweet sleep mine eyelids close ; 
Sleep, that may me more lively make, 
To serve my God, when I awake. 

When in the night I sleepless lie, 
My soul with heav'nly thoughts supply : 
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest. 
No pow'rs of darkness me molest. 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow ; 
Praise him, all creatures here below ; 
Praise him above, ye heav'nly host : 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost I 



Section 6, 



A Sunday hymn», 



This is the day, the Lord of life 

Ascended to the skies ; 
My thoughts, pursue the lofty theme, 

And to high Heav'n arise. 



\ 
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Let no vain cares divert mj mind 
. From this celestial road ; 
Nor all the pleasures of the earth, 
Detain my soul from €rod. 

Think of the splendour of that place, 

The joys that are on high ; 
Nor meanly rest contented here, 

With worlds beneath the sky. 

Heav'n is the birth-place of the saints, 

To HeaVn their souls ascend ; 
Th* Almighty owns our favour'd race. 

As Father and as Friend. 

O ! may these lovely titles prove 

My com^c^ and defence, 
When the sick bed sliaU be my lot, 

And death shall call me hence. 



Section 7. 

« 

Heavenly wisdom* 

How happy is the man, who hears 
Instruction's warning voice ; 

And who celestial Wisdom makes 
His early, only choice ! 

For she has treasures greater &x, 
Than east or west unfold ; 

And her leward is more secure, 
Than is the gain of gold. 
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In her right hand, she holds to view 

A length of happy years ; 
And in her left, the prize of fame 

And honour bright appears. 

She guides the young, with innocence^ 
In pleasure's path to tread : . 

A crown of glory she bestows 
Upon the hoary head. 

According as her labours rise^ 

So her rewards increase : 
Her ways are ways of pleasantness^ 

And aU her paths are peace. 

Section 8. 

The example of ChrisU 

Behold, where, in a mortal form^ 

Appears each grace divine : 
The virtues, all in Jesus met. 

With mildest radiance shine^ 

The largest love of human kind 

Inspir'd his holy breast; 
In deeds of mercy, words of peace^ 

His kindness was expressed. 

To spread the rays of heav'nly lights 

To give the mourner joy. 
To preach glad tidings to the poor^ 

Was his divine employ. 

Lowly in heart, by all his friends 
A friend and servant found ; 

He wash'd their feet, he wip'd their tears^ 
And heal'd each bleeding wound. 
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'Midst keen reproach, and cruel scorn, 

Patient and meek he stood : 
His foes, ungrateful, sought his life ; 

He labour'd for their good. 

In the last hour of deep distress. 

Before his Father s throne. 
With soul resign'd, he bow'd and said ; 

" Thy will, not mine, be done !" 

Be Christ mj pattern, and my guide ! 

His image may I bear ! 
O may I tread his sacred steps ; 

And his bright glories share ! 

Section 9. 

Paraphrase on the latter part of the 6th chapter of 

St, Matthew. 

Think not, when all your scanty stores afford^ 
Is spread at once upon the sparing board ; 
Think not, when worn the homely robe appears. 
While on the roof, the howling tempest bears ; 
What farther shall this feeble life sustain. 
And what shall clothe these shiv'ring limbs again. 
Behold ! and cast away your low despair ; 
See the light tenants of the barren air : 
To them, nor stores, nor granaries belong ; 
Naught, but the woodland, and the pleasing song ; 
Yet, your kind heav nly Father bends his eye. 
On the least wing that flits along the sky. 
To him they sing, when spring renews the plain ; 
To him they cry, in winter s pinching reign : 
He hears the gay, and the distressful call ; 
And with unsparing bounty fills them all. 

M 2 
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Observe the risiiig lilj's snowy grace ; 
Obserre the various vegetable race : 
Thej neither toil, nor spin, but careless grow ; 
Yet see how warm they blush ! how bright they glow ! 
What royal vestments can with them compare ? 
What king so shining ; or what queen so fair ? 

If ceaseless, thus, the fowls of heav n he feeds ; 
If o'er the fields such beauteous robes he spreads ; 
Will he not care for you, ye faithless, say ? 
Is he unwise ? or are ye less than tJiey ? 
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Comfirt %n affliction. 

Why, O my soul, why thus depreas'd^ 
And whence this anxious fear ? 

Let former favours fix thy trust. 
And check the rising tear^ 

When darkness and when sorrows rosc^ 

And press'd on ev'ry side. 
Did not the Lord sustain thy steps^ 

And was not God thy guide ? 

Affliction is a stormy deep. 
Where wave resounds to wave : 

Though o'er my head the billows roll^ 
I know the Lord can save. 

Here will I rest, and build my hope ; 

Nor murmur at his rod : 
He's more than all the world to me^ 

My health, my Kfe, my Gt)d ! 
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SBGTIOiM 11. 

Contentment, 

If solid happiness we prize. 
Within our breast this jewel lies ; 

And they are fools who roam : 
The world has little to bestow ; 
From our own minds our joys must flow, 

And that dear hut, our home. 

Of rest was Noah's dove bereft, 
When with impatient wing, she left 

That safe retreat, the ark : 
Giving her vain excursion o'er. 
The disappointed bird, once more, 

Explor d the sacred bark. 

Our portion is not large, indeed ; 
But then, how little do we Reed ! 

For nature's calls are few : 
In this, the art of living lies. 
To wish no more than may suf&ce. 

And make thai little do. 

We*U, therefore, relish with content, 
Whate'er kind Providence has sent ; 

Nor aim beyond our pow'r : 
And if our store be very small. 
With thankful hearts enjoy it aH, 

Nor lose the present hour. 

To be resign'd when ills betide ; 
Patient when favours are denied ; 
And pleas'd with favours giv'n ; 

M 3 
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Dear Mira, this is wisdom's part : 
This is that incense of the heart, 
Whose fragrance reaches Heav'n. 

Thus, peaceftilly, through life we'll go ; 
Its checker d paths of joy and wo, 

With cautious steps we'll tread : 
Quit its vain scenes without a tear, 
Without a trouble or a fear. 

And mingle with the dead : 

While conscience, like a faithful friend, 
Shall through the gloomy vale attend. 

And cheer our dying breath ; 
Shall, when all other comforts cease. 
Like a kind angel, whisper peace. 

And smooth the bed of death, / 



Section 12. 



Trust in Providence* 



Regard the world with cautious eye. 
Nor raise your expectation high. 
See that the balanc'd scales be such. 
You neither fear nor hope too much. 

Be still, nor anxious thoughts employ ; 
Distrust imbitters present joy : 
On God for all events depend ; 
You cannot want when God's your Friend, 
Weigh well your part, and do your best ; 
Leave to your Maker all the rest. 
The hand which form'd thee in the womb. 
Guides from the cradle to the tomb. 
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Can the fond mother slight her hoy ? 
Can she forget her prattling joy ? 
Say then, shall Sov'reign love desert 
The humhle and the honest heart ? 
Heav'n may not grant thee all ,thy mind ; 
Yet say not thou that Heav'n's unkind, 
God is alike both good and wise, 
In what he grants, and what denies : 
Perhaps, what Goodness gives to-day. 
To-morrow, Goodness takes away. 

You say that troubles intervene ; 
That sorrows darken half the scene. 
True ! and the consequence you see. 
This world was ne'er design'd for thee j 
You're like a passenger below. 
That stays, perhaps, a night or so ; 
But still his native country lies. 
Beyond the bound'ries of the skies. 

Of Heav'n ask virtue, wisdom, health ; 
But never let thy pray'r be wealth. 
If food are thine, (though little gold,) 
And raiment to repel the cold ; 
Such as may nature's wants suffice, 
Not what from pride and folly rise : 
If soft the motions of thy soul, 
And a calm conscience crowns the whole \ 
Add but kind friends to all this store, 
You can't, in reason, wish for more^ 



M4 



272 UUCELLANWOVa FOBCBB. 

Section 13. 

Power of reiigian. 

Of Pleasure's gilded baits bewMre, 
Nor Tenture n^ar her fatal snare. 

Religion pcdnfi}! tmihB maj tdl ; 
But mark her sacred leswn well : 
With her, whoerer Uves at strife, 
Loses his better friend for life ; 
With her, who lives in firiendship's ties, 
Finds all that's sought for by the wise. 
To vice she leares tnmnltnons joys ; 
Hers is the still and sofiter roice, 
That whispers peace when storms invade. 
And music through the midni^it diade^ 
Adhere to her in ev'ry part. 
Nor give her less than all your heart. 
When troubles discompose your breast, 
r She'll enter th^e a cheerful guest : 
Her converse shall your cares beguile ; 
The little v/xxld within i^iall smile. 

And when the closii^ soenes prevail ; 
When wealth, state, pleasure, all shall fail ; 
All that a foolish world admires. 
Or passion craves, or pride inspires ; 
At that important hour of need. 
Religion proves a friend indeed ! 
Her hands shall smooth thy dying bed ; 
Her arms sustain thy drooping head : 
And when the painful struggle's o'er, 
And that vain thing, the world, no more ; 
She'll bear her fav'rite child away. 
To rapture, and eternal day. 



^ 
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Section 14. 
Thoughts on new-year* s day ; written in\l^%. 

Seventeen hundred eighty-one 

Is now for ever p«MBs'd : 
Seventeen hundred eighty -"-two 

Will fly away as fast. 

But whether life's uncertain scene 

Shall hold an equal pace ; 
Or whether death shall come between, 

And end my mortal race ; 

Or whether sickness, pain, or health, 

My future lot shall be ; 
Or whether poverty or wealth ; 

Is all unl(nown to me, 

One thing I know, that needful 'tis 

To watch with careful eye ; 
Since ev'ry season spent amiss 

Is register d on high. 

Too well I kpow what precious hours 

My wayward passions waste ; 
And oh ! I find my mortal pow'rs 

To dust and darkness haste. 

Earth rolls her rapid seasons round, 

To meet her final fire ; 
But virtue is witii glory crown'd, 

Though suns and stars expire. 

What awful thoughts ! what truths sublime ! 

What useful lessons these ! 
! let me well improve my time ! 

O ! let me die in peace ! 
M 5 
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Section 15. 
Hymn on new-year's day^ 

Lord of my life, inspire my song ! 
To thee my noblest pow'rs belong. 
The tribute of my heart receive ; 
Tis the poor all I have to give. 

My birth, my fortune, friends, and health, 
My knowledge too, (superior wealth !) 
Lord of my life, to thee I owe : 
Teach me to practise what I know, 

Ten thousand favours claim my song, 
And each demands an angels tongue i 
Mercy sits smiling on the wings 
Of ev'ry moment as it springs. 

But Oh ! with infinite surprise, 

I see returning years arise : 

When unimprov'd the former score, 

Lord, wilt thou trust me still with more ? 

Thousands this period hop'd to see : 
Denied to thousands, granted me ! 
Thousands ! that weep, and wish, and pray, 
For those rich hours I throw away ! 

Section 16. 

On vanity of dress and conversation. 

Is it a thing of good report. 
To squander life and time away ? 
To cut the hours of duty short. 
While toys and follies waste the day ? 
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Doth vain discourse, or empty mirth, 
"Well suit the honours of our hirth ? 
Shall we he fond of gay attire. 
Which children love, and fools admire ? 

What if we wear the richest vest ; 
Peacocks and flies are better dress'd : 
This flesh, with all its gaudy forms, 
Must drop to dust, and feed the woyms. 

Lord, raise our hearts and passions higher i 
Touch our vain minds with sacred fire ! 
Then with an elevated eye. 
We'll pass these glitt'ring trifles by : 

We'll look on all the toys below, 
With such disdain as angels do ; 
And wait the call that bids us rise 
To promised mansions in the skies. 

Section 17. 

On the shortness of life ^ 

JjIKE to the damask rose you see ; 
Or like the blossom on the tree ; 
Or like the dainty flow*r in May ; 
Or like the morning of the day ; 
Or like the sun ; or like the shade ; 
Or like the gourd which Jonas had : 
E'en such is man, whose thread is spun. 
Drawn out and cut ; and so is done. 
The rose wit)iers ; the blossom blasts ; 
The flower fades ; the morning hastes ; 
The sun doth set ; the shadow flies ; 
The gourd consume : and man he dies^ 

M 6 
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Like to the bubble in the brook ; 
Or in a glass much like a look ; 
Or like the shuttle in the hand ; 
Or like the writing on the sand ; 
Or like a thought, or like a dream ; 
Or like the gliding of the stream : 
E'en such is man, who lives by breath ; 
Is here, now there, in life and death, 
The bubble's burst ; the look's forgot ; 
The shuttle's flung ; the writing's blot ; 
The thought is pass'd ; the dream is gone ; 
The water glides : man's life is done. 

Section 18. 

I 

The fall of the leaf. 
We all do fade as a leaf, Isaiah Ixiv. 6, 

See the leaves around us ^Ung, 
Dry and wither'd to the ground ; 

Thus to thoughtless mortals calling. 
In a sad and solemn sound : 

^' Sons of Adam ! (once in Eden, 
When, like us, he blighted fell,) 

Hear the lecture we are reading ; 
'Tis, alas t the truth we tell. 

Virgins ! much, too much presuming 
On your boasted white and red ; 

View us, late in beauty blooming, 
Number'd now among the dead. 

Griping misers ! nightly waking, 

See the end of all your care ; 
Fled on wings of our own making, 

"We have left our owners bare. 



I 
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Sons of honour ! fed on praises. 

Fluttering high in fancied worth ; 
Lo ! the fickle air that raises, 

Brings us down to parent earth. 

Youths ! though yet no losses griere you, 

Gay in health and manly grace, 
Let not cloudless skies deceive you ; 

Summer gives to autimin place, 

Venerable sires ! grown hoary. 

Hither turn th* observing eye ; 
Think, amidst your falling glory, 

Autumn tells the winter nigh, 

Yearly in our course returning. 

Messengers of shortest stay ; 
Thus we preach, this truth concerning, 

^ Heav n and earth shall pass away/ 

On the tree of Life Eternal, 

Man ! let all thy hopes be staid ; 
Which alone, for ever vernal. 

Bears a leaf that shall not fade" 

Section 19. 

The swallows. 

Ere yellow autumn from our plains retir'd, 
And gave to wint ry storms the varied year. 
The swallow race, with foresight clear inspir d, 
To southern climes prepar d their course to steer. 

On Damon's roof a large assembly sat ; 
His roof, a refuge to the feather d kind ! 
With serious look, he mark'd the grave debate, 
And to his Delia thus addressed his mind : 
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" Observe yon twitt'ring flock, my gentle maid ; 
Observe, and read the wond'rous ways of Heav'n, 
With us, through simimer^s genial reign they staid, 
And food and sunshine to their wants were giv'n, 

But now, by secret instinct taught, they know 
The near approach of elemental strife. 
Of blustering tempest, and of chilling snow, 
With ev'ry pang and scourge of tender life. 

Thus wam'd, they meditate a speedy flight ; 

For this, e'en now, they prime their vigorous wing i 

For this, each other to the toil excite ; 

And prove their strength in many a sportive ring. 

No sorrow loads their breast, or dims their eye. 
To quit their wonted haunts, or native home ; 
Nor fear they launching on the boimdless sky, 
In search of future settlements to roam. 

They feel a pow'r, an impulse all divine ! 
That warns them hence ; they feel it and obey : 
To this direction all their cares resign. 
Unknown their destin'd stage, unmark'd their way. 

And does no friendly pow'r to man dispense 
The joyful tidings of some happier clime ? 
Find we no guide in gracious Providence, 
Beyond the gloomy grave, and fleeting time ? 

Yes, yes, the Sacred Oracles we hear, 
That point the path to realms of endless joy ; 
That bid our trembling hearts no danger fear, 
Though clouds surround, and angry skies annoy. 

Then let us wisely for our flight prepare. 

Nor count this stormy world our fix'd abode ; 

Obey the call, and trust our Leaders care,* 

To smooth the rough, and light the darksome road^ 



BflSCEI<LANEOnS PIECES. 279 

Let no fond love for earth exact a sigh ; 
No doubts divert our steady steps aside ; 
Nor let us long to live, nor dread to die : 
Heav'n is our hope, and Providence our guide/' 

Section 20, 

Epitaphs. 

1. On an infant, 

Liv'd to wake each tender passion, 

And delightful hopes inspire ; 
Died, to try our resignation. 

And direct our wishes higher, 

I(est, sweet babe ! in gentle slumbers, 

Till the Resurrection morn ; 
Then arise, to join the numbers 

That its triumphs shall adorn. 

Though (thy presence so endearing !) 

We thy absence now deplore ; 
At the Saviour's bright appearing, 

"We shall meet to part no more. 

Thus, to thee, O Lord ! submitting, 

We the tender pledge resign ; 
And, our mercies ne'er forgetting. 

Own that all we have is thine, 

2. On a younff man. 

Underneath this stone, lies a youth, 
Renown'd for probity and truth. 
Sober he was, wise, temperate ; 
Contented with a small estate. 
Which no foul av rice did increase. 
Nor wanton luxury make less, 
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Wlule jet but young, his father died, 

And left him to a happy guide : 

Not Lemuers mother, with more care, 

Did coimsel or instruct her heir ; 

Or teach with more success her son. 

The vices of the time to shun. 

And he just gratitude did show, 

To one who had obliged him so : 

Nothing too much for her he thought. 

By whom he was so bred and taught ; 

So early made that path to tread, 

Which did his youth to honour lead. 

His short life did a pattern give. 

How neighbours, husbands, sons, should live, 

Approv'd by all, and loVd so well. 
Though yoimg, like fruit that*s ripe, he fell. 

3. In Wimbledon church-yard^ on a young woman. 

In life's sweet op'ning dawn, she sought her God ; 

And the gay path of youth with caution trod ; 

In bloom of beauty, himibly tum'd aside 

The incense flatt'ry offer'd to her pride. 

Her front with blushing modesty she bound ; 

And on her lips the law of truth was foui^d ; 

Fond to oblige, too gentle to offend ; 

Belov d by all, to all the good a friend : 

The bad she censured by her life alone ; 

Blind to their faults, severe upon her own : 

In others' joys and griefs a part she bore ; 

And ivith the needy shar'd her little store : 

At distance view'd the world with pious dread, 

And to God's temple for protection fled ; 

There, sought that peace which Heav'n alone can give. 

And leam'd to die, ere others learn to live. 



MISCELLANEOUS PIBCBg. 281 

4. In Blan^ord churchward, on Henrietta Maria Percy, aged 16, 
See from the earth the fading lily rise ; 

It springs, it grows, it flourishes, and dies 2 
So this fair flow*r scarce hlossom'd for a day ; 
Short was the hloom, and speedy the decay. 

5. In Tenby chwrch, on Jane Cfriffith, wife of Thomas Gr^fiith, 

mariner. 

When faithful friends descend into the diiBt, 
Grief's but a debt, and sorrows are but just. 
Such cause had he to weep^ who freely pays 
This ku3t sad tribute of his love and praise : 
Who mourns the best of wives, and best of friends, 
Where with affection, diligence was join'd ; 
Mourns, but not murmurs ; sighs, but not despairs ; 
Feels as a man, but as a Christian bears, 

6. In Bristol cathedral, on Mrs. Mason : written by her husband. 

Take, holy earth ! what to my soul is dear : 

Take that best gift, which Heav'n so lately gave. 

To Bristol's fount I bore, with trembling care. 

Her faded form. She bow'd to taste the wave ; — 

And died. Does youth, does beauty, read the line ? 

Does sjrmpathetic fear their breast alarm ? 

Speak, dead Maria ! breathe a strain divine ; 

Ev'n from the grave, thou shalt have pow'r to charm. 

Bid them be chaste, be innocent, like thee : 

Bid them in duty's sphere as meekly move : 

And, if so fair, from vanity as free. 

As firm in friendship, and as fond in love. 

Tell them, though 'tis an awful thing to die, 

(Twas e'en to thee,) yet, the dread path once trod, 

Heav'n lifts its everlasting portals high ; 

And bids " the pure in heart behold their God." 
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7. In the church-yard of St, Lawrence, York, on four sons and 
two daughters of John and Ann Rigg, qf that eity. * 

Mark the brief story of a summer s day ! 

At noon, Youth, Health, and Beauty, launched away ; 

Ere eve. Death wreck'd the bark, and quench'd their 

light ; 
Their Parents' Home was desolate at night. 
Each pass'd alone, that gulf no eye can see : 
They met, next moment, in Eternity. 
Friend ! kinsman ! stranger ! dost thou ask me, Where ? 
Seek God's right hand ; and hope to find them. There. 

Section 21. 

'J'he heavenly shepherd ; a hymn from the ^3d psalm^ 

The Lord my pasture shall prepare ; 
And feed me witli a shepherd's care. 
His presence shall my wants supply ^ 
And guard me with a watchful eye : 
My noonday walks he shall attend ; 
And all my midnight hours defend. 

When in the sultry glebe I faint. 
Or on the thirsty mountains pant ; 
To fertile vales, and dewy meads. 
My weary, wand'ring steps he leads ; 
Where peaceful rivers, soft and slow, 
Amid the verdant landscape flow. 

♦ These six young persons, the eldest of whom was nineteen,^ 
und the youngest six, years of age, being, with some others, on a 
party of pleasure, on the river Ouse, were drowned, together 
with one of their young companions, by the upsetting of theip 
boat, August 1 9, ] 830, within a short distance from tl)eir home, 
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Though in the paths of death I tread, 
With gloomy horrors overspread, 
My steadfast heart shall fear no ill, 
For thou, Lord, art with me still. 
Thy friendly crook shall give me aid, 
And guide me through the dreadful shade. 

Though in a b^e and rugged way, 
Through devious lonely wilds I stray. 
Thy bounty shall my pains beguile : 
The barren wilderness shall smile, 
With sudden greens and herbage crown d i 
And streams shall murmur all around. 

Section 22. 

Hymn on the goodness of Providence. 

When all thy mercies, O my God \ 

My rising soul surveys, 
Transported with the view, Tm lost 

In wonder, love, and praise ! ^ 

Oh ! how shall words, with equal warmth. 

The gratitude declare. 
That glows within my ravish'd heart ? 

But thou canst read it there. 

Thy Providence my life sustain d. 

And all my wants redress*d. 
When in the silent womb I lay, 

And hung upon the breast. 

To all my weak complaints and cries. 

Thy mercy lent an ear. 
Ere yet my feeble thoughts had leam'd. 

To form themselves in pray'r. 
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Unnumbo^d comforts to my soul, 

Thy tender care bestow'd. 
Before my infant heart conceir d 

From whom those comfo^s flow'd. 

When, in the slipp'ry paths of youth, 

With heedless stieps, I ran. 
Thine arm, unseen, conrey'd me safe, 

And led me up to man, 

Through hidden dangers, toils, and deaths, 

It gently clear'd my way ; 
And through the pleasing snares of rice. 

More to be fear'd than they. 

When worn with sickness, oft ha/st thou 
With health renew'd my face ; 

And when in sin and sorrow sunk, 
Reviv'd my soul with grace. 

TeiJthousand thousand precious gifts, 

My daily thanks employ ; 
Nor is the least, a cheerftd heart, 

That tastes those gifts with joy, 

Through ey^rj period of my life. 

Thy goodness I'll pursue ; 
And, after death, in distant worlds, 

The glorious theme renew. 

When nature fails, and day and night 

Divide thy works no more, 
My ever grateful heart, O Lord ! 

Thy mercy shall adore. 
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Through all eternity, to thee 

A joyftil song I'll raise ; 
But oh ! etemitj'is too short 

To utter all thy praise ! 

« 

Section 23. 
ilymn on presefvation by land and sea. 

How are thy servants hless'd^ O Lord ! 

How sure is their defence ! 
Eternal wisdom is their guide ; 

Their help, Omnipotence. 

In foreign realms, and lands remote, 

Supported hy thy care, 
Through burning iblimes I pass*d unhurt-^ 

And breath'd in tainted air. 

Thy mercy sweeten d ev'ry soil ; 

Made ev'ry region please : 
The hoary, rugged hills it warm'd ; 

And smooth'd the stormy seas. 

Think, my soul, devoutly thinkj 

How, with afirighted eyes. 
Thou saw'st the wide extended deep 

In all its horrors rise ! 

Conxion dwelt in ev'ry fiace, 

And fear in ev'ry heart, 
When waves on waves, and gulfs in gulfsj 

O'ercame the pilot's art^ 

Yet then, from all my griefs, O Lord, 

Thy merey set me free ; 
Whilst in the confidence of pray r. 

My soul took hold on thee. 
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For though in dreadful whirls we hung^ 

High on the broken wave, 
I knew thou wast not slow to hear^ 

Nor impotent to save. 

The storm was laid, the winds retir'd^ 

Obedient to thy will : 
The sea that roar'd at thy command^ 

At thy command was still. 

In midst of danger, fears, and death, 

Thy goodness Til adore ; 
And praise thee for thy mercies past ; 

And humbly hope for more. 

My life, if thou preserve my life. 

Thy sacrihce shall be : 
And death, when death must be my doom^ 

Shall join my soul to thee. 

Section 24* 

The husbandman's hymn. 

Thou great Creator of this earth, 

That gave to ev'ry seed its birth ; 

By whom our fields with show'rs are bless'd ; 

Regard the husbandman's request. 

In vain, our seed aroimd we throw ; 
In vain, we harrow where we sow ; 
Except thou dost our labours bless, 
And give the grain a due increase. 

Let then thy blessing. Lord, attend 
On all the labours of my hand : 
That I, with joy, may reap and mow 
A rich return from what I sow. 
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Let not our sins thy vengeance movej 
To turn oui* heav'n to brass above ; 
Or hard'n into iron our earth, 
And o'er our fields to spread a dearth i 

But pour in season On the grain 
The former and the latter rain ; 
And in proportion due, supply 
The needful change of wet and dry. 

Forbid the vermin to devour ; 
Forbid the mildew's blasting show'r ; 
Forbid the tempest to destroy 
My growing crop, and promised joy. 

Crown with thy goodness. Lord, the year ; 
And let thy blessings round appear : 
Let vales be cloth'd with grass and com ; 
And hills let various flocks adorn. 

Give to the sons of men their bread ; 
Let beasts with fattening grass be fed : 
All things in plenty. Lord, provide. 
That all our wants may be supplied. 

Give us abundance, Lord, we pray. 
From fields of com, from meads of hay ; 
Of fruits, from orchards' grafted stocks ; 
Of milk, from all the milky flocks. 

Thou, Lord, vouchsafe to bless our land^ 
And ev'ry work we take in hand : 
And grant, for all thy gifts we may 
Return thee praises night and day^ 
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Section 25. 

A hymn of praise. 

Although the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in 
the vines ; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall 
yield no meat ; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there 
shall be no herd in the stalls : yet 1 will rejoice in l^e Lord ; I 
will' joy in the Grod of my salvation. Habakkuk iii. 17, 18^ 

Praise to God, immortal praise, 
For the lore that crowns our days : 
Bounteous source of ey'ry joy. 
Let thy praise our tonnes employ ! 

For the hiessings of the field ; 
For the stores the gardais jidd ; 
For the vine's exalted juice : 
For the generous olive's use. 

Flocks that whiten all the plain ; 
Yellow sheaves of ripen d grain ; 
Clouds that drop their fattening dews ; 
Suns that temp'rate warmth diffuse : 

All that Spring, with hounteous hand, 
Scatters o'er the smiling land ; 
All that lib'ral Autumn pours, * 
From her rich o'erflowing stores : 

These to thee, my God, we owe ; 
Source whence all our blessings flow ! 
And for these, my soul shall raise 
Grateful vows, and solemn praise^ 
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Yet, should rising whirlwinds tear, 
From its stem, the rip'ning ear ; 
Should the fig-tree's blasted shoot, 
Drop her green, untimely fruit ; 

Should the vine put forth no more, 
Nor the olive yield her store ; 
Though the sick'ning flocks should faU, 
And the herds desert their stall ; 

Should thine alter d hand restrain 
The early and the latter rain ; 
Blast each op'ning hud of joy. 
And the rising year destroy : 

Yet, to thee my soul should raise 
Grateful vows, and solemn praise ; 
And, when ev'ry blessing's flown, 
Love thee, — ^for thyself alone. 

Section 26. 

Hymn on the birth of Christ, 

Arise, and hail the happy day ; 
Cast all low cares of life away, 

And thought of meaner things 1 
This day to cure all deadly woes, 
The sun of Righteousness arose, 

With healing in his wings. 

If angels, on that happy mom 
The Saviour of the world was bom, 

Pou/d forth their joyful songs ,• 
Much more should we of human race, 
Adore the wonders of his grace, 

To whom that grace belongs. 

N 
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How wonderful) how yast, his lore ! 
Who left the whining realms ahoye^ 

Those happy seals of rest ! 
How much for human kind he hore. 
Their peace and pardon to restore. 

Can neyer be express'd. 

O ! then, let HeaVn and Earth rejoice ; 
Let ey'ry creature join his yoice, 

To hail the happy day ; 
When Satan's empire yanqmsh'd fell^ 
And all the pow'rs of death and hell 

Confess'd his soy reign sway. 

Section 27. 
Hymn on the resurreetUm of CkriH* 

This day be grateM homage paid^ 

And loud hosannas sung ', 
Let gladness dwell in ey'ry heart. 

And praise on ey'ry tongue. 

Ten thousand differing lips shall join, 
To hail this welcome mom ; 

Which scatters blessings from its wings^ 
To nations yet unborn. 

Jesus, the friend of human kind^ 
With strong compassion moy'd^ 

Descended from the realms aboye^ 
To saye the souls he loy'd. 

The pow'rs of darkness leagu'd in yaili, 

To hind his soul in death ; 
He shook l^eir kingdom when he feH, 

With his expiring breath. 



I 
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And now his conqn'ring diariot wheels 

Ascend the lofty skies ; 
While brok'n, beneath his poVrfbl cress,. 

Death's iron sceptre lies. 

Exalted high, to God's right hand, 

The Lord of all below ; 
Through him is pard'ning love dispens'd, 

And boundless blessings flow. 

And still, for erring, guilty man, 

A brother's pity flows ; 
And still his bleeding heart is touch'd 

With mem'ry of our woes. 

To thee, my Sayiour and my King ! 
Glad homage let me give ; 

* 

And stand prepar d Hke thee to die. 
With thee that J may live. 



Section 28. 

The Christian*^ hope* 

When rising from the bed of dealh, 
O'erwhelm'd with guilt and fear, 

I see my Maker, face to face, 
O, how shall I appear ? 

If yet while pardon may be found. 
And mercy may be sought, 

t/Lj heart with inward hoiror shrinks, 
And trembles at the thought i 

^2 
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When thou, O Lord, shalt stantd disclos'd. 

In majesty severe. 
And sit in judgment on my soul, 

O, how shall I appear ? 

But thou hast told the trouhled soul. 

Who does her sins lament. 
The timely tribute of her tears 

Shall endless wo prevent. 

Then see the sorrows of my heart,. 

Ere yet it be too late : 
And hear my Sayiour's dying groans,. 

To give these sorrows weight. 

For never shall my soul despair, 

Her pardon to procure. 
Who knows thy only Son has died,. 

To make her pardon sure.. 

Section 29. 

The way to happiness. 

No more in paths of error stray : 

The Lord your Jesus is the way. 

The spring of happiness ; and where 

Should men seek happiness but there 1 

Then run to meet him at your need ; 

Run with boldness, nm. with speed : 

For he forsook his own abode, 

To meet you more than half the road. 

He laid aside his radiant crown ; 

And love for mankind brought him dow% 

To thirst and hunger, pain and wo. 

To wounds, to death itself below : 
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And he, that suffer d these alone 
For all the world, despises none. 
To bid the soul that's sick, be clean ; 
To bring the lost to life again ; 
To comfort those that grieve for ill ; 
Is his peculiar goodness still. 

Ah ! happy they, who at thy call, 
Leaving pleasures, leaving all. 
With heart, with soul, with strength incline, 
O holy Jesus ! to be thine ; 
Who know thy will ; observe thy ways ; 
And in thy service, spend their days ; 
E'en death, that seems to set them free. 
But brings them closer still to thee ! 

Section 30. 

Addresses to the Deity, 
]. On the wonders cf oreation. 
These are thy glorious works. Parent of good. 
Almighty ! thine this universal frame. 
Thus wondrous fair ; thyself how wond'fous then ! 
Unspeakable ! who sitt'st above these heav ns, 
To us invisible, or dimly seen. 
In these thy lowest works j yet these declare 
Thy poVr Divine, and goodness beyond thought I 

2< For I>Mne assistance^ 

Father of light and life ! thov goop supreme ! 
O teach me what is good ! teach me thyself ! 
Save me from folly, vanity, and vice ; 
From ev ry low pursuit ! and feed my soul 
With knowledge, consciom peace, and virtue pure ; 
Sacred, substantial, never^^fading bliss ! 

n3 
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3. Confidence in Ood', 

Author of good ! to thee I turn : 

Thy ever-wakeful eye 
Alone can all my wants diiscem ; 

Thy hand alone supply. 

O let thy fear within me dwell ; 

Thy love my footsteps guide : ^ 

That love shall all vain loves expel ; 

That fear, all fears heside. 

Not to my wish, hut to my want, 

Do thou thy gifts apply r 
Unask'd, what good thou knowest, grant ; 

What ill, though ask'd, deny. 

4. For spiritual and temporal blessings^ 

Save me, O Lord, from foolish pride,^ 

Or impious discontent^ 
At aught thy wisdom has denied. 

Or aught thy goodness lent. 

Teach me to feel another's wo ;, 

To hide the faults I see : 
That mercy I to others show, 

That mercy show to me. 

Mean though I am, not wholly so. 
Since quicken d hy thy hreath ; 

O lead me wheresoever I go, 
Through this day's life or death. 

This day, be bread and peace my lot ? 

But all beneath the sun, 
Thou know'st if best bestowed or not ; 

And let thy will be done I 
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5. Resignation, 

Amid the various scenes of ills, 
Each stroke some kind design fulfils r 
And shall I murmur at my God, 
When sov reign love directs the rod ? 

Peace, rebel thoughts ! — I'll not complain x 
My Father*s smiles suspend my pain ; 
Smiles, that a thousand joys impart, 
And pour the balm that heals the smart. 

Though Heaven afflict, I'll not repine : 
Each heart-felt comfort still is mine ; 
Comforts that shall o'er death prevail. 
And journey with me through the vale. 

Bless'd Saviour I smooth that rugged way. 
And lead me to the realms of day ; 
To milder skies, and brighter plains. 
Where everlasting pleasure reigns. 

6. Mercy. 

And shall not wrath relent, 

Touch'd by the humble strain. 
My brother crying, '• I repent ; 

Nor will offend again ?" 

How else, on sprightly wing. 

Can hope bear high my pray*r. 
Up to thy throne, my God, my king, 

To plead for pardon there ? 
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7. lAvinp to Godn 

" Live, while you live," the epicure would say ; 
^^ And seize the pleasures of the present day." 
" Live, while you live," the sacred preacher cries ; 
^' And give to God each moment as it flies." 
Lord ! in my views, let both united be ; 
I live in pleasure, when I live to thee, 

8, The best gift. 

Eternal God ! 
From thee departing, we are lost ; and rove 
At random, without honour, hope, or peace. 
From thee, is all that sooths the life of man ; 
Hb high endeavour, and his glad success, 
His strength to suffer, and his will to serve. 
But O, thou bounteous Giver of all good. 
Thou art of all thy gifts thyself the crown ! 
Give what thou wilt, without thee we are poor ; 
And with thee rich, take what thou wilt away, 

9. On the approach of death. 

With the patriarch's joy. 
Thy call I follow to the land unknown ! 
I trust in thee, and know in whom I trust : 
Or life, or death, is equal ; neither weighs ; 
All weight in this,— -0 let me live to thee ! 

10. Divitke power and goodness^ 

I read thy awful name imprinted high. 
With golden letters, on the starry sky ; 
Nor less the wond'rous oharaoters I see. 
Wrought in eawh flow'r, inscriVd on ev ry tree. 
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With thee, in shady solitudes I walk ; 
With thee, in husy crowded cities talk : 
In ev'ry creature, own thy forming pow'r ; 
In each event, thy providence adore. 

May thy hopes animate my drooping soul ; 
Thy precepts guide me ; and thy fear control I 
Thus shall I rest unmov'd by all alarms. 
Secure ' within the temple of thine arms, 
From anxious cares, from gloomy terrors free ; 
And feel myself victorious in thee. 
And when the last, the closing hour draws nigh,^ 
And earth recedes before my swimming eye ; 
Teach me to quit this transitory scene, 
With decent triumph, and a look serene ; 
Teach me to fix my ardent hopes on high ;. 
And having liv'd to thee, in thee to die !, 



THE END. 



i 
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RECOMMENDATIONS OP THIS WORK. 

** Very neatly printed^ and well selected ; containing a great 
■tore of instruction in a amaU oompasB.*' 

BriHsh Oritie, 

'^ We do no more than an act of jostiee^ in giving these Lessons 
our warmest recommendation, as being admirably adapted for 
rational entertainment, and religions instruction/' 

Orthodox Chiirohman^s Magaame <md l^view, 

^^ This compilation inculcates the most useful sentiments in a 
¥ery suitable form ; and well deserves pi^tronage." 

Eckciie Bewtw^ 

^^ We are truly and greatly delighted with this little coUection ; 
and consider the editor, whoever has the merit of the compilation, 
as having rendered a very important service to the lower classes 
of society. We do not, however, wish to limit its utility to them ; 
it will answer very valuable purposes, if introduced among chil- 
dren in the higher stations of life." 

Annual Review^ 

• 

^ These Lessons are very well calculated to (knswer the purr 
pose for which they were composed. Both the design and the 
execution ^e highly Qreditable to the i^uthor." 

AnH^jacobin Review. 

^ The object of the compiler is most praiseworthy ; and he has 
taken considerable pains in choosing those passages which are 
appropriate to his design." 

Monthly Review. 

*^ This volume appears to us, to contain as pleasing an assem- 
blage of pieces calculated to answer its purpose, as any we hi^ve 
ever inspected,*' 

JMerary Paneroima* 
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^ These Lessons are very judiciously selected ; and Well cal- 
culated to amuse, and to instruct/* 

Critical Review, 

^^ There is nothing in thk publication, that, in our opinion, 
does not merit the highest comknendation. Nor can we conceive 
that any book, more proper for the purpose it intends^ can be 
put into the hands of those for whom it is designed. 

The particular contents are various and rich ; and, what is more 
important, obviously and profitably appiicable to practical social 
life and habitudes, in most of the exigences and occasions that are 
incident to them. The limits of our work will not allow us to be 
particular ; but we must confess we do not recollect any publica- 
tion of a similar nature, that we have found more pleasure in 
r4eommending altogether, . We shall, therefore, only add an extract 
from the compiler's preface, which appears tons to exhibit a just 
view of a very pleasing and useful little book ; accompanied by 
Ofir beet wii^es for its success^ &c." 

TheGfdde, 

'^ A minor publication, perhaps, in appearance, though cer- 
tainly not in real interest^ will be found in * Lessons for Young 
Persons in Humble Life, &c.' " 

Monthly Magazine^ 

" The editor expresses, in the preface, his hope that this little 
book will become a favourite in the farm-house and cottage ; that 
it will form a present from masters and mistresses to their ser- 
vants ; and that it will be read, with interest and edification, by 
the elder pupils in schools. We trust that his humble hope will 
not be disappointed/' 

Evangelical Magazine, 

** The intent of this small Vdume, as expressed in the title, 
is one of the most laudable that can influence the intelligent 
mind. 

We are happy to recommend a work which may 
* From devious paths reclaim domestic youth^ 
And set tibeir passions on the side of truth.' " 

European Magazine. 
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By the same Author, 

Pablished for Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans, Londoft ; 
and for Wilson and Sons, York ; 

A FRIENDLY GIFT 

roR 
SERVANTS AND APPRtlNTICES : 

containing 



Character of a good and faith- 
ful servant ; 
Advice to servants of every 

r' 

denomination ; 
Letter from an uncle to his 



nephew, on taking him ap- 
prentice ; 

and 
Anecdotes of good and faithful 
servants. 



Tenth Edition. 
Price Ninepence ; or 7*. 6A a dozen. 

'^ We can scarcely conceive a tract of more general utility thaa 

that now before us. The advice to servants is excellent ; and 

means should be taken to put this ^ Friendly Gift,' into the hands 

of every servant in the kingdom." 

Anti-jacobin Review. 

" This is a very instructive and useful tract ; and extremely 
well adapted to answer the purpose for which it is designed." 

Eclectic RevieuK 



•*♦ Two editions of this little work, each consisting of three 
thousand copies, have been printed for the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge ; and were sold in a short space of time^ 
The work has been approved by the Sunday School Union ; and 
extensively circulated in Ireland, by the Kildare Place Society. 
It is inserted, together with '* Lessons for Young Persons in 
Humble Life," in the list of ** about fifty select works, for the poor 
man's religious library," which the Rev. Edward Bickersteth 
gives in his Christian Student, third edition. And it has ob- 
tained the unqualified approbation of many individuals, distin^ 
guished by their piety and benevolence. 



{Thomas }^Vilsftn and Sons, High-Ouiegate,York.J 



